


Joseph Linwood Washington was born June 5, 1934, to the late James 
Edward, Sr, and Bessie Winston Washington in Richmond, VA.  He was 
the fourth born child of seven children. 

Education
He was educated in the Richmond Public Schools and attended Baker 
Elementary School, Booker T. Washington Junior High School, and 
graduated from Armstrong High School in 1952.  While in high school, 
Joseph played drums, participated in the marching band, played in a jazz 
band, played with the Hugo Jackson Quintet, acted in several plays, and 
was president of several school organizations.

From an early age, Joseph had a strong work ethic. While in high school, 
he worked several jobs after school, on weekend, and during the summer. 
He started by working at the corner grocery store; then doing odd jobs 
at the funeral home near his house. From these jobs, he was able to get 
his first bike, his first drums, and practice to get his driving license. 
He eventually became a driver for the funeral home and dreamed of 
attending the Eckels school of Mortuary Science in Philadelphia, Pa. For 
financial and other reasons, this dream did not materialize.

In 1953, Joseph enrolled in Morgan State University in Baltimore, Md.  
While at Morgan, he was a member of the marching band and ROTC.  
While in ROTC, he decided to leave school to complete his armed service 
requirement.  However, after completing his service requirement, he 
returned to Morgan and completed a Bachelor’s degree.  Joseph also 
completed a Masters Degree from the University of Baltimore.

Church
At the age of six, Joseph joined First Presbyterian Church in Richmond 
and attended until he left for the army in 1953.  Upon leaving the army, 
he moved to Baltimore, MD in 1958 and joined the Douglas Memorial 
Community Church.  Joseph was very active in service to the church and 
surrounding community for over fifty years.  During his many years at 
Douglas, he served in numerous capacities; some of which included Chair 
of the Steward Board, Chair of the Finance Committee, Building Fund 
Chair, Chancel Choir, Shepherd’s Crook Chair, and many others.

After relocating to North Carolina in 2012, he joined the Sandy Grove 
FWB Church where he has remained a faithful member for the past 10 
years.

Work
Joseph enlisted in the army in January 1955 and completed basic 
training at Fort Jackson SC.  He was later transferred to Fort Meade, MD 
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for further training before he was deployed to Germany for three years.  
Upon completion of his service, he received an honorable discharge from 
the US Army, and remained in Maryland.  His first job after service was 
a mail clerk, followed by a term as a window clerk.  He was employed by 
the US Post Office from 1958 until 1967.  In late 1967, while still working 
at the post office, he accepted a position as field representative for the On-
the-Job Training Project with the Baltimore Urban League.  From his early 
years as a field representative, and for the next 20 years, he advanced 
through ranks at the Baltimore Urban League and later served as Director 
for Labor Education and Advancement, commonly known as LEAP.  He 
retired from the Baltimore Urban League in 1988.

In 1989 he applied for and received a position at the Associated Black 
Charities of Maryland as Director of Fund Distribution.  While there, he 
wrote and received funding for several programs; one of which was a 
substance abuse and violence prevention program.  Joseph subsequently 
became director of that program, which became known as Project BRAVE 
(Baltimoreans Reducing All Violent Encounters).  In February 1992, he 
left Associated Black Charities and moved to Coppin State University 
to serve as director of Project BRAVE (Baltimoreans Reducing All 
Violent Encounters).  He remained at the position with project BRAVE 
until 1998 when he was asked to serve as Coordinator of the Coppin 
Rosemont Initiative, a wraparound service between the University and a 
neighborhood elementary school.  He retired from this position and from 
work in June of 2003.

Community Service
In 1960 Joseph joined the Phi beta Sigma fraternity in Richmond VA.  
He later transferred to the Zeta Sigma chapter in Baltimore MD. 

Love Endures
Joseph was preceded in death by his parents, James Edward, Sr, 
and Bessie Winston Washington; daughter: Lauralyn Dotson; sister: 
Helen McCallum; brothers: James E. Washington, Jr., William “Billy” 
Washington, and Theodore Lorenzo Washington.

He leaves behind to cherish his memory: his wife, Dr. Lelia Washington; 
one stepson, Tesarius Hatch (Schannel); two stepdaughters, Tonya 
Brewington and Tiana Generette (Rashard); two brothers, Louis 
Washington and Lawrence Washington (Joyce); one granddaughter, 
Tabitha Pope (Andrew); two grandsons, Nehemiah Dotson (April) and 
Rashard Generette, Jr.; three devoted nephews, Gregory and Haywood 
McCallum, and Keith Washington; and a host of other relatives and 
friends.
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When God was making husbands,
He made a special one for me.

A perfect gentleman, compassionate, and kind
With more gentleness than one could ever find.

Meeting you was fate,
Becoming your friend was a choice.

I thought it was your smile, 
But maybe it was your voice.

You helped to mend the broken pieces
And heal the bruised parts;

Then sealed them with your unconditional love
That will forever fill my heart.

You left me beautiful memories and
Your love will be my guide.

Thank you for being a great life partner;
You will still be my guide.

Through life’s ups and downs
So yes, I will cry many grateful and loving tears, 

For they will hold the memories of so much joy and laughter
Throughout our 27 years.

I know life will go on without you,
But it will never be the same, 

For in my heart, you will always remain.
God has you in His arms,
I have you in my heart.

Your Wife, Lelia B.

To My Love

Yesterday. Today. Forever.



The Musical Prelude

The Processional ...................................................................................................... Minister and Family

Opening Hymn ........................................................................................ “Just a Closer Walk With Thee”
  Sandy Grove Mass Choir

Scripture Readings: .....................................................................................................................................
 Old Testament ............................................................................................. Eldress Hilda Moore
 New Testament .................................................................. Deacon Antonio Oliver Armstrong

Prayer of Comfort .......................................................................................................................................

Musical Selection ........................................................................................................ “Hold to His Hand”
  Sandy Grove Mass Choir

Reflections (2 minutes) .................................................. Jerry Patterson (Sandy Grove FWB Church)
  Patricia Horsey (Baltimore Community)
  Karl Standifer (Robinson-Teasley Family)
  Others

Musical Selection ...............................................................................................“If I Can Help Somebody”
  Haywood McCallum

Acknowledgements and Condolences ..............................................................Mother Lisa Patterson

The Obituary  ..................................................................................................................... (Read Silently)
  “It’s Your Time”

Eulogy & Prayer .....................................................................................................Pastor Ronald Moore

The Recessional ..............................................................................................................Funeral Director
  “Because He Lives”

 

Order of Service
We make no demands upon Thy Spirit; we ask nothing; we are in Thy Presence as we are.  O Love 
of God, love of God, do with us in this waiting moment what thou wouldst do with us. We trust 

Thee, our God, as best we can. And beyond that, we yield to thy Grace. Amen.










