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Leonerist Lamar Johnson was born on October 14, 1970 at Jackson 
Memorial Hospital in Miami, FL to the parents of Gwendolyn Johnson 
and Glenn Holmes. He attended Miami Carol City Senior High School, 
and at a young age, was signed to a record label.  
 
A Musical Genius 
 
Leonerist was raised around music and became inspired by music at an 
early age as his mother was a singer and his father was a drummer. Music 
ultimately became Leonerist’s life, and at the mere age of 19 years old, 

Leonerist became a part of The Young and the Restless hip hop group. In 
1989, the hit song “Poison Ivy” was released and went Platinum Gold, 

followed by the hit song “B Girls” in 1990- both songs which paved the way 
for Leonerist to begin his journey as a musician.  

 
Leonerist became a well known artist in the city of Miami, and he surrounded 

himself with other well known artists in the community. In addition to his musician 
mindset, his charisma and popularity allowed him the opportunity to be signed to Poe 

Boy Entertainment in the early 2000’s, and Leonerist’s album “The Power of Dollars” dropped in 2001.  
 
Leonerist continued his musical life by helping, mentoring and motivating other artists to their full potential. 
Leonerist was more than a songwriter or a rapper, Leonerist was an artist at heart and never lost his vision or 
passion for music.  
 
A Family Man  
 
Leonerist found love and a best friend within a lifelong friend of over 35 years, Celeste Johnson, and they 
married on October 7, 2019. He spent the remaining time in life being a loving husband, father, grandfather, 
brother, uncle, cousin, nephew, and friend. Leonerist had a very outgoing personality that was contagious to 
everyone he met. Leonerist was a comedian by nature, and he had the uncanny ability to find humor and 
happiness in the most mundane life circumstances.  
 
Over the years, Leonerist established a special relationship with God, and on September 10, 2022, in the 
presence of family, the blessed soul of our dear Leonerist Lamar Johnson transitioned from Earth to Glory to 
be with the Lord. He is our angel now and he will live on in our hearts forever.  
 
Leonerist was preceded in death by his late brother, Thaddeus Laster, his grandparents, aunts, a few uncles and 
a host of friends, and leaves to mourn his wife, Celeste Johnson, his parents Gwendolyn Johnson and Glenn 
Holmes; his children, Leonerist and Lexus James, Ifaybeian Daney, Lavelle, Deshon and Elijah Johnson, Fabian 
and Rachel Shepherd and Destiny Whitehead; his grandchildren, Javielle Johnson, Ella and Heaven James, 
Akai, Ameir and Ezra Daney; his brother, Jervaris Laster (Sharee), and a host of other relatives and good friends.  
 
 
 
 

When Tomorrow Starts Without Me 

 
When tomorrow starts without me, please try to understand  

that an angel came and called my name and took me by the hand.  
The angel said my place was ready in heaven far above,  

and that I would have to leave behind all those I dearly love.  
But when I walked through Heaven's Gates I felt so much at home,  

when God looked down and smiled at me and told me "Welcom Home"   
So when tomorrow starts without me, Don't think we're far apart, 

 for every time you think of me, I'm right there in your heart.

The Life & Legacy of 
 
 

LAMAR “P.O.D’ JOHNSON
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A Celebration of Life 

Saturday, September 17, 2022 - 1:00 PM  
Greater Love Full Gospel Baptist Church 

18200 NW 22nd Ave. - Miami Gardens, FL 33056 
Rev. Warren Ross, Pastor/Eulogist 

 
 Order of Service 

 
Moderated by Elder Anderson Demps 

 
Musical Prelude..................................................................New Missionary Baptist Church Choir 
Processional & Final Viewing 
Consecration Prayer...........................................................................................Pastor Ben Lockett 
Musical Selection.............................................................................................Gwendolyn Johnson 
 
Scripture Reading 

Old Testament....................................................................................Apostle Suzette Esther 
New Testament......................................................................................Pastor Anna Cooper 

 
Musical Selection………….……………………………..……………………..Lynwood Davis 
 
Reflections of  Love: (Please limit to 2 minutes) 

As a Friend... 
As a Relative... 
As a Neighbor... 

 
Musical Selection............................................................Gwendolyn Johnson & Rachel Shepherd 
Eulogy and Remarks...........................................................................................Rev. Warren Ross 
Benediction 
Recessional  
 
 

 

 Tributes of Love 

 
  
 

I Know that I Know… 
There is a place within my heart. It is a place so very deep inside, the feelings from which are so intense, that 
they cannot fully be explained. It is a place that is filled with you. Together we have shared the most special 
times I have ever known. You are, and you will always be my Husband, best friend, and my most cherished 
love, and I know that we will always be together. Some might wonder how I know? I can only say that some 
things need not be seen or heard to know that they are so. What we have is forever, this is something that, I 

Know that I Know… Forever!! 
I Love You and I always will,  

Your Wife, Celeste  
 

Leonerist, I will love you forever. Although I miss you, I know you missed Thad even more, and I am okay 
knowing that you two are together again. I love you, PO!  

Jervaris 
 

I thought we had forever, but forever came too fast!! 
I’m grateful for the memories we shared throughout the past.  
Like the joy inside your laughter and your kisses on my cheek, 

The time you drove to Jacksonville- 5 hours just for me!! 
I know I cannot question God, so let his will be done,  

I’ll think of  you at every single rising of  the sun! 
Sadness won’t last always because True Legends Never Die,  
It was simply time for you to take your place up in the sky.  

I Love You, Daddy,  
Lexus 

 
Narist, you were not only my cousin, but you were my brother, and you meant the world to me! We had a 

special bond, and I am going to miss your smile and your unique laugh. Rest up, MY Prince of  Darkness. I 
am missing you already! 

Love, your cousin Von 
 

You always lit up a room with your personality. You were charismatic and passionate and people will miss that 
the most. Your energy was always felt, and I am going to miss your talks, adventures and laughs! 

Love, Fabian 
 

As time passes, I’ll hold on to you. 
I know you’re watching over me and all of  your other children, too. 

Although this time troubles me in pain,  
I know you’d want me to be strong. 

With beautiful spirit, your soul still remains, 
I just wish you weren’t gone.  

I’ll love you forever and live up to your name, 
“Cause if  I’m going out, I’m going out with a bang!” 

With Love, Rachel 
 

To Our Beloved Brother, Our hearts still ache in sadness and secret tears still flow. What it meant to 
lose you, no one will ever know!! We Love You! 

From your older siblings, Sonja, Chenetta and Lenwood 
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