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We grieve because we long for the happier times. The times that we 
laughed, the times you were kind, and the times that you taught. 

Those are the times we will hold on to. We are grateful for everything 
we have learned from you. We are happy that you are in a place where 

you are not in pain. We will miss your laughter and your smile. 
Shannon and Kelli 

Mom, 
     I’m overwhelmed, I’m lost, I’m inconsolable. I’ve lost the biggest 
chunk of me there has ever been. You mean more to me than all the 
souls of the earth, all the atoms of the universe. My heart is empty, 
and I don’t know what to do. 
     My first memory is of you, just being the loving caring devoted 
wonderful mother that you have always been. When I was happy, you 
shared in my joy. When I was sad, you shared in my pain, and when I 
was calm you shared in my peace. And I did my best to do the same 
for you. When you really needed me, I was more than willing to provide 
and with everything I had in me. 
     From the bottom of my heart, thank you. You were more than just 
a mother, you were a friend, you were an inspiration, you were a hero. 
You embodied strength and kindness, and God sent you to be mine, 
and I’m nothing but honored and proud to come from your union with 
dad. 
     You will always be in the core of my being and in the depth of my 
soul. In all my thoughts as I go through life trying to be the best 
version of myself for you. Hold me with your spirit now as dad does, 
and as our Heavenly Father has always done.  

Loving you always,  
KOBI  

 
 

The family would like to express everlasting gratitude to all those who have kept us in 

prayer, kept us in thought, and have supported us with their unconditional love and 

kindness during this time of bereavement in the passing of our loved one. Upon the 

request of our loved one, Maxine does not wish to hold a repast following the service. 
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Order of Service 
OPENING PRAYER 

Deacon John E. Robinson, Jr. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Congregation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIBLE PASSAGES 

Elder Frederick Greene 

MUSICAL SELECTION 

You Say by Lauren Daigle 

 

EULOGY 

Deacon John E. Robinson, Jr. 

 

REFLECTIONS 

by Family and Friends 

 

RECESSIONAL 

 
 

 

Obituary 
Maxine Anita Smith was born Maxine Anita Hemsley on February 6, 

1954, in Washington, DC to the late Margaret Ann and Frederick 

Hemsley, Sr. She departed this life on August 19, 2022. 

Maxine received her education in Washington, DC Public Schools, 

graduating from McKinley Technical High School in 1972. She met 

the late Willis Smith, Jr. in 1976 whom she married on April 18, 1981. 

From this union, Maxine gained a son Shannon Deshawn Smith, and 

two daughters were born, Kelli Anita and Kobi Lauren Smith. 

Upon moving to California, Maxine loved her time there, raising her 

children in the suburbs of Fremont. During her stay, Maxine was an 

executive secretary for the city of San Jose. When moving back to 

the DC-Maryland area, Maxine was an administrative aide for the 

Prince George’s County Health Department. Along with Kobi she 

volunteered for the County’s Medical Reserve Corp as well as Board 

of Elections. 

Maxine was a twin to Delores. Her nickname growing up was Bean. 

She was overjoyed to have nieces and nephews. She loved to watch 

them grow up by babysitting and just spending time with family. She 

was a regular at family functions, including her sister Carol’s annual 

Gingerbread House Parties. 

Maxine was proceeded in death by brothers Michael and James 

Hemsley, as well as sisters Carol Laverne Spruill and Mildred 

Hemsley. Maxine leaves to cherish her memories children Shannon, 

Kelli and Kobi, seven grandchildren, brothers Frederick Jr. and John 

Hemsley, sisters Margaret Wilkins and Delores Ann Greene, as well 

as a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and very good friends. 

 

~ 
Our Father Which Art In Heaven 

Hallowed Be Thy Name 

Thy Kingdom Come; Thy Will Be Done On Earth As It Is In Heaven 

Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread 

And Forgive Us Our Trespasses, As We Forgive Those That Trespass Against Us 

And Lead Us Not Into Temptation, But Deliver Us From Evil 

For Thine Is The Kingdom, The Power And The Glory Forever And Ever 

AMEN 

 

 

 


