
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Celebration of Life 

Clarice Nelson 
May 22, 1958 ~ January 7, 2022 



Obituary 
I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith 2 Timothy 4:7 

Some people only walk on this earth for a short time. Their departure reminds us that angels 
are watching over us. Last week, Clarice Nelson, a native of Nichburgh, AL, entered eternal 
rest on Friday, January 7, 2022 at St John’s Regional Medical Center in Oxnard, CA. After 
63 years of an amazing life, she rejoined her heavenly family and gained her wings. 

Clarice was born May 22,1958 in Nichburg, AL. She is the eighth child of the late Charles 
and Edna Nelson. 

Clarice was a devoted daughter, sister, mother, aunt, grandmother, and friend to many. She 
was kind, caring, joyful, and loving. 

Clarice accepted Christ at an early age at Bethesda Missionary Baptist Church and later 
joined the Olivet Baptist Church in Ventura, CA., where she sang in the choir. 

Clarice graduated from Repton High School and moved to Santa Barbara, CA. Later, she 
relocated to Ventura, CA, where she worked as a dedicated driver with Gold Coast Transit for 
12 years. 

Clarice loved coming home to Nichburg, she visited often, reminiscing about her father’s 
cucumber field and her mother’s poems with family and friends. She cherished every visit home 
and loved visiting her childhood teacher, Mrs. Variedell Daily of Burntcorn, AL. Those visits 
reminded her of her roots and values the community instilled within her growing up as a child. 

“Hello Love” was how Clarice greeted everyone from family to strangers with love in her heart 
and a smile. Her life was a living example of Ephesians 4:32 — “And be kind and 
compassionate to one another, forgiving one another, just as God also forgave you in Christ.” 

Clarice leaves to cherish her memories a daughter, Veronica Taylor of Ventura, CA, 3 
grandchildren, Kiara Bercar, Kayla Evans, and Aniyah Taylor of Ventura, CA, 6 sisters; 
Edna Harris and Ora Dell Nelson, of Santa Barbara, CA, Dorothy (Donald) McNairy, Flora 
Nelson, and Delois Nelson all from Nichburg, AL, and Barbara (Calvin) Stallworth of 
Owassa, AL, 3 brothers; Charles Nelson and Edmond (Everlene) Nelson Sr. of Nichburg, AL 
and Herbert (Sonya) Nelson of Alpharetta, GA, 4 aunts; Geneva Moore of Kansas City, MO, 
Virley Glover of Mobile, AL, Ruby J McMillian of Nichburg, AL, and Reather Jordan of 
Houston, TX and a host of loving nieces and nephews. 

Clarice was preceded in death by her parents Charles and Edna Nelson, son, Brock Lockhart, 
sister, Teresa Lavette Nelson, and brothers, Robert and Erskine “Pat” Nelson. 



Order of Service 
Reardon Funeral Home 

Oxnard, California 

January 14, 2022 – 12 pm 

Rev. Stephen Hamilton, Presiding 

The Light of Christ Christian Church 

 
Processional 
 
Greeting………………………………...…………………………….……………………….Rev. Stephen Hamilton 
 
Hymn of Praise………………………………...………...……………..……..…………………….David Gorospe 
 
Prayer………………………………...……………………………………………..……….Rev. Stephen Hamilton 
 
Scripture………………………………...………………………………………..………….Rev. Stephen Hamilton 
 
Musical Selection ………………………………...……………………………………..………...…….Tina Hall 
 

Read Obituary Silently 
 
Reflections…………………………………..…………………………………………………..…Deacon John Alford 
 
Solo ……………………………..………………………………………………………………….……………Tina Hall 
 
Eulogy ……………………….………………………………………………….…………..Rev. Stephen Hamilton 
 
Recessional 
 
Benediction 



 
“A Letter From Heaven” 

 
 

When tomorrow starts without me 
And I'm not there to see; 

If the sun should rise and find your eyes 
All filled with tears for me. 

 
I wish so much you wouldn't cry 

The way you did today; 
While thinking of the many things 

We didn't get to say. 
   

 
 
 

I know how much you love me 
As much as I love you; 

And each time that you think of me, 
I know you'll miss me too. 

 
When tomorrow starts without me, 

Don't think we're far apart 
For every time you think of me, 

I'm right here in your heart. 
 

~ Author Unknown 
 



Order of Service 
Bethesda Missionary Baptist Church 

Repton, Alabama 

January 21, 2022 – 1pm 

Rev. Danny Benjamin, Pastor 

 
Processional 
 
Greeting………………………………...…………………………….………………………….Rev. Danny Benjamin 
 
Hymn of Praise……………………………….…...………...……………..……The McMillian Family 
 
Prayer………………………………...…………………………………….……………..……Rev. Danny Benjamin 
 
Scriptures 
Old Testament……………………………………………………………………………….………Rev. Dan Taylor 
New Testament………………………………………………………………………………Rev. Danny Benjamin 
 
Musical Selection ……….……………...……………………………………..…The McMillian Family 
 

Read Obituary Silently 
 
Words of Comfort………………………………………………….………..Rev. Booker T. McMillian 
 
Reflections 
As a Classmate………………………………………………………………………Mrs. Frances Peters-Hill 
As a Friend……………………………………………………………………………………….Mr. Calvin Harris 
 
Solo ……………………………..………………………………………………..………The McMillian Family 
 
Eulogy ……………………….………………………………………………….……………..Rev. Danny Benjamin 
 
Recessional 
 
Benediction 



 

I haven’t got the words 
 

 

Oh what I’ll do to just get a call from you every now then,  
The lord needed you more, my best friend 

All the laughter n memories where do I begin, 
I may get choked up let’s try this again. 

No bandages could cover the wound of losing you Clarice way to soon. 
I promise to remain strong, for life must go on. 

You’ll want me to be happy that’s easier said than done- 
When we are together, we have so much fun. 

As I remember your radiant smile, I can’t help but be in denial…. 
"I just haven’t got the words".. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 



A Release 
 

Aunt Clarice Nelson 

Your release from this place has caused an entrance into another, 

It has left a crimson stain, truly a stain like no other. 

Our hearts are broken and our burdens are heavy, 

Yet God we know that you wouldn't put more on us 

than we can carry. Father once again you have called 

another sweet angel home, For us down here it's left us 

feeling abandoned and alone We know that path is one that all must travel 

one day. That our time here is limited and there will be no extended stay 

Aunt Clarice, your smile was contagious and would brighten one's worse day, 

You would sense when things were wrong and would call without hesitate 

or delay. You had that 'Pop-Up' spirit everytime you came to the 'Sticks' 

Before you left headed back to Cali we always had a time and everyone was in the mix 

Your sense of family was impeccable and your love was beyond measure, 

Hearing you laugh and being in your presence was such an honor and a pleasure 

We will truly miss you Auntie, but we know that your release 

from this place has caused an entrance into another, 

that you're up there flying high, looking down and guiding us from that heavenly sky. 

- Eric Nelson, Nephew 

https://www.facebook.com/clarice.nelson?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUZ34nMnL-hKiu0GLdOu7Ft3O9H2mTxKgLYRgg_nKzN151lbjL8XM9w8MBlPvKX6_snJlBYc3Tng7N0n3-q1k8kuhMOxUijl4-38ll2iQLUK8d736yJyVEDeWV3O8x1_y4&__tn__=-%5dK-R


 

 

 

 



 

I Never Left You 

 
I watch you every day, I am always very near. 

I know deep in your heart, you realize I am here. 
I watch you while you sleep, in your bed at home. 

I hear you when you speak to me, 

When you are on your own. 

You cannot understand the reason why I’ve gone. 

But I will never leave you I am there to keep you strong. 
Talk to me, I hear you, though you may not see. 
We share an unbroken bond that will always be. 

Death will not keep us apart, for our love is forever. 
Just remember me in your heart, and one day we will be together. 

Live your life and live it full, don’t waste a 
single day. Remember I am always with 

you every step of the way. 



 

 



 

Broken Chain 
We little knew that day, 

God was going to call your name. 
In life we loved you dearly, 
In death, we do the same. 

 
It broke our hearts to lose you. 

You did not go alone. 
For part of us went with you, 
The day God called you home. 

 
You left us beautiful memories, 

Your love is still our guide. 
And although we cannot see you, 

You are always at our side. 
 

Our family chain is broken, 
And nothing seems the same, 

But as God calls us one by one, 
The chain will link again. 
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