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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF  

Dr. James Bryan Hill 
September 27, 1965 – September 25, 2020 

Friday October 2, 2020 

10:00 a.m. 
Today, we gather for that which could be great pain.  In fact, we cannot pretend 

that it is not.  For, indeed, there is a painful reality about death, even for the people 

of God.  But for God’s people, there is a greater reality – the reality of the presence 

of the resurrected and living Lord and his promise that we, too, will be raised from 

the dead to live with him forever.  So today we feel the pain, but we remember his 

promise and we celebrate.  We celebrate his hope that gives meaning to dark days.  

We celebrate his life, which gives power over death! 

TO GOD BE THE GLORY! 

                                                       
The Prelude                            Hymns of the Church 

 

The Gathering [We Stand] 
   [The minister meets the bereaved at the entrance to the church.  The assembly stands   

     and faces them.]                                     

L. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of all 

mercy and the God of all consolation, who comforts us in all our sorrows so that 

we can comfort others in their sorrows with the consolation we ourselves have 

received from God. 

 

C. Thanks be to God. 

     

L. When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death.  We          

were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised 

from the  dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life.  For if we 

have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with 

him in a resurrection like his.          
 

 

Hymn          “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”     

                       

A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious; 

He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod and wins salvation glorious.  

The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe! With craft and dreadful might 

He arms himself to fight.  On earth he has no equal. 

 

No strength of ours can match His might! We would be lost, rejected.  

 But now a champion comes to fight, whom God Himself elected.  

You ask who this may be? the Lord of hosts is He! 

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God’s only Son, adored.   

He holds the field victorious. 

 

Though hordes of devils fill the land all threat’ning to devour us,  

we tremble not, unmoved we stand; they cannot overpow’r us.   

Let this world’s tyrant rage; in battle we’ll engage!  

His might is doomed to fail; God’s judgment must prevail!   

One little word subdues Him. 

 

God’s Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it;  

for God Himself fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit.   

Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse,  

though life be wrenched away, they cannot win the day. 

The kingdom’s ours forever! Amen!     
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L. Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have strength     

     to meet the days ahead in the comfort of a holy and certain hope, and in the  

     joyful expectation of eternal life with those they love. 

C. Hear us, Lord. 

L. Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and  

     trust in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection   

     to life everlasting. 

C. Hear us, Lord. 

L. Grant us grace to entrust Bryan to your never-failing love which sustained him  

      in this life.  Receive him into the arms of your mercy, and remember him  

     according to the favor you bear for your people.   

C. Hear us, Lord. 

L. God of all grace, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and  

     immortality to light.  We give you thanks because by his death Jesus  

     destroyed the power of death and by his resurrection has opened the kingdom   

     of heaven to all believers.  Make us certain that because he lives we shall live   

     also, and that  neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come  

     shall be able to separate us from your love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord,  

     who lives and   reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  

    forever. 

C. Amen. 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

L.  Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C.  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

      hallowed be thy name, 

      thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

      in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

      and forgive us our trespasses 

      as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

      For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  

      glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

 
*The Commendation 

L. Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant, James Bryan      

     Hill.  Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a   

     lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming.  Receive him into   

    the arms of  your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the   

    glorious company of the saints in light. 

C. Amen. 

L. Let us go forth in peace. 

C. In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

 

Meditation Hymn              “On Eagles Wings”   

                         

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 

who abide in his shadow for life: 

say to the Lord: “My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!” 

 

(REFRAIN) 

And I will raise you up on eagle’s wings, 

bear you on the breath of dawn, 

make you to shine like the sun, 

and hold you in the palm of my hand. 

 

Snares of the fowler will never capture you,  

and famine will bring you no fear: 

under God’s wings your refuge with faithfulness your shield. 

(Refrain) 

 

For to the angels God’s given a command 

to guard you in all of your ways; 

Upon their heads they will bear you up, lest you  

dash your foot against a stone. 

(Refrain) 

 

 

The Greeting 
L. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion       

     of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C. And also with you.                                                                                               

 

 

The Prayer of the Day            
L. Let us pray.  O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today  

     our brother, Bryan.  We thank you for giving him to us to know and to  

     love as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth.  In your boundless   

      compassion, console us who mourn.  Give us your aid, so we may see in   

      death the gate to eternal life,  that we may continue our course on earth in  

      confidence until, by your call, we are reunited with those who have gone  

      before us; through your son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C. Amen.  

 
The First Lesson                                               Revelation 21: 2-7 

 

 



Psalm 23   (read in unison) 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  

 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

 he leadeth me beside the still waters.  

 He restoreth my soul:  

he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake.  

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil:  

for thou art with me; 

thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.  

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:  

thou anointest  my head with oil;  

my cup runneth over.  

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
                                                                          

The Second Lesson                                             Romans 8:31-39 

 

[We Stand] 

*The Gospel                                                                          Mark 5:25-34 

 

Meditation        “WHAT WOULD YOU GIVE?” 

        

Solo:              “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry”     

                                                                          Jay Bannister 

“I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold 

I was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well; 

In a blaze of light you wandered off to find where demons dwell.” 

 

“When you heard the wonder of the Word I was there to cheer you on; 

You were raised to praise the living Lord, to whom you now belong. 

If you find someone to share your time and you join your hearts as one, 

I’ll  be there to make your verses rhyme from dusk till rising sun.” 

 

“In the middle ages of your life, not too old, no longer young, 

I’ll be there to guide you through the night, complete what I’ve begun. 

When the evening gently closes in and you shut your weary eyes, 

I’ll be there as I have always been, with just one more surprise.” 

 

“I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold.” 

 

 

[We Stand] 

*The Apostles’ Creed 

L. God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.  Living 

together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C. I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

     I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary,  

      suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried; 

     he descended to the dead. 

     On the third day he rose again; 

     he ascended into heaven, 

     he is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic Church, 

     the communion of saints,  

     the forgiveness of sins,  

     the resurrection of the body,  

     and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

                           

*The Prayers of Intercession                 
L. Let us pray.  Almighty God, you have knit your chosen people together in   

    one communion, in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   

    Give to your whole Church in heaven and on earth your light and your  

    peace. 

C. Hear us, Lord. 

L. Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection    

     may die to sin and rise to newness of life and that through the grave and   

     gate of death we may pass with him to our joyful resurrection. 

C. Hear us, Lord. 

L. Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith,   

     that  your Holy Spirit may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our   

     days. 

C. Hear us, Lord. 

L. Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed  

     from all our sins and serve you with a quiet mind. 

C. Hear us, Lord. 

L. Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in your loving care, that, casting  

     all their sorrow on you, they may know the consolation of your love. 

C. Hear us, Lord. 


