
LIFE AND SERVICE
Celebrating

Sunrise: February 16, 1932 • Sunset: February 17, 2021
Saturday, March 13, 2021 • 11:00 AM

Twelfth Street Christian Church • 1812 12th Street, NW, Washington, DC

Col. (Ret.)  Vandy L. Miller



Order of Service 
Rev. Dr. Paul Saddler, Senior Pastor, Twelfth Street Christian Church, Officiating

Organ Prelude...........................................................................................................................................Mrs. Avis Williams
Processional.................................................................................“Going Up Yonder” Mr. Macon and Mrs. Avis Williams
Invocation...........Apostle Andrew L. Campbell, Universal Cathedral Christian Church Ministries, Inc., Amelia, VA
Hymn......................................................................................................“I Won’t Complain” Apostle Andrew L. Campbell

Scripture Readings
Old Testament...............................................................Psalm 23, Markia Sylvia Nicole Abdur-Rahman, Granddaughter
New Testament...................................................................................John 14:1-3, LaShawn Marie White, Granddaughter
Prayer of Consolation............................Pastor Barry L. Winston, St. Marks Church of God in Christ, Richmond, VA
Musical Selection...............................................................................................“Stand” Mrs. Avis Williams (Instrumental)
Acknowledgements............................................................................................................................Mary Campbell, Niece
Church Paper.......................................Honorable Fern Flanagan-Saddler, First Lady, Twelfth Street Christian Church

Tributes (Two minute time limit please)
  Mr. Maurice L. Edwards, Jr., President, D.C. Metropolitan Organization of Black Scientists
  Mr. Charles Exum, 29th Eastern Province Polemarch, Kappa Alpha Psi, Inc.
  Ms. Jennifer Pope, Woodside Civic Association (Neighbor)
  Ms. Cardelia Maupin, Nuclear Regulatory Commission
  Mr. Maurice R. Gregg, West Virginia State Alumni
  COL (Ret.) John R. Pierce, President, Walter Reed Society, Inc.  
  Mr. Karl Kammerer, Family Friend
  Mr. Risden Miller, Brother (video tribute)
  Dr. M.T. Miller, Brother (video tribute)
  Ms. Imogene Campbell, Sister
  Great Grandchildren: Munirah, Mai’Sara and Mazaani Abdur-Rahman
  Grandchildren: Vandy and Phillip Brooks, LaShawn White, and Markia Abdur-Rahman
  Children: Karmen, Karen, Kem

Musical Selection...............................................................................................“Wind Beneath My Wings” Tanya Harper
Life Reflections (Please read silently)
Eulogy ....................................................................................................................................................Rev. Dr. Paul Saddler
Benediction....................................................................................Pastor Jason Miller, Greater Life Church, Trenton, NJ
Recessional........................................................................................“Take My Hand, Precious Lord” by Mahalia Jackson



A Love Story



Our Blessed and Cherished Colonel 
Vandy Leonard Miller entered into 
eternal rest peacefully on February 
17, 2021, at Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center surrounded 
by his loving 
children.  Vandy’s 
legacy of service, 
humility, 
integrity, honesty, 
compassion, 
courage and 
passionate 
leadership 
endeared him 
to everyone that 
he met.  His unconditional love of 
life, his country, his community, 
his friends, his Kappa Alpha Psi 
Fraternity, his Twelfth Street Christian 
Church (Disciples 
of Christ) and 
most especially, his 
family provided a 
great inspiration for 
all to follow.  Our 
hearts are heavy 
but brightened by 
our experiences with him, during 
his lifetime of dedication and 
commitment.  We were also blessed 
by his passion for public speaking and 
enjoyment of fellowship with people.

Vandy’s life story began, on February 
16, 1932, in Wadesboro, North 
Carolina.  He was the eighth of eleven 
children born to Wade and Mary 
Miller.  Vandy was blessed to grow 
up in a very loving home where his 
parents ensured that their Christian 
faith provided the foundation, for 
his formative years.  He worshipped 
his parents who instilled life lessons 
and values of hard work, education, 
service, commitment, integrity 
and most importantly, love that 
would sustain him, throughout his 
inspirational life.  Vandy was a deeply 
religious child and he accepted his 
walk with God early in his life.  As 
a youth, he was baptized and joined 
Mount Pleasant Baptist Church in 
Filbert, West Virginia.

Vandy’s parents stressed the value of 
education, and he repeatedly attained 
grades of honor throughout his 
elementary education in Filbert, West 
Virginia and secondary education in 
Bluefield, West Virginia.  Not only 
was Vandy a scholar, but he was also 
a well accomplished athlete.  Upon 
graduating from Park Central High 
School in 1950, he began his post-
secondary education at West Virginia 
State College on an athletic scholarship.  
He excelled academically and as a 
scholar athlete.  His interest in athletics 
and physical fitness did not end on 
the football field.  It extended to his 
desire to fully understand scientific 
principles and led to a dual major in 
biology and physical education.  In 
1954, Vandy successfully completed 
his collegiate education obtaining a 
Bachelor of Science degree from West 
Virginia State College, in Institute, 
West Virginia.

Vandy’s desire to serve his country 
began in his early college years. He 
enrolled in the West Virginia State 
College Reserve Officer Training Corp 
(ROTC) where his leadership skills 
were fully developed.  Hard work, 
tenacity, and knowledge, tempered 
with abiding faith and humility 
allowed Vandy to shine.  He obtained 
the rank of the second highest officer 
of his ROTC unit and was honored 
with the title, 
“Distinguished 
Military 
Graduate.”  
Upon 
completion of 
his collegiate 
education, 
he was offered the rare, yet highly 
coveted, Regular Army Commission, 
which he gratefully accepted.  Also, in 
1954, Vandy proudly began to serve 
his nation as a Second Lieutenant in 
the United States Army.  He served 
honorably, for 24 years, rising to 
the rank of Colonel, in the Medical 
Service Corps where his technical and 
leadership skills were invaluable.  His 

years of distinguished military service 
were honored with many military 
service medals and Army awards 
which included the Legion of Merit, 
the Meritorious Service Medal and the 
Army Commendation Medal. 

During his military service duty 
assignments overseas and travels in 
the United States, he overcame many 
challenges of 
the pre-civil 
rights era.  
Vandy used his 
military duty 
assignments as 
an opportunity 
to take family 
vacations, in Germany, France, 
Switzerland, Amsterdam, Berlin, 
Belgium, Mexico and throughout 
the United States.  These vacations 
provided the Miller Family invaluable 
exposure to diverse cultures and 
resulted in unforgettable memories, 
experiences, lifelong friendships and 
a unique perspective on the world.  
Those life experiences have helped 
his family members to form close 
relationships with diverse people that 
have enriched their own lives.

For Vandy, retirement from military 
service did not mean retirement 
from public service.  Instead, military 
retirement opened the door to a new 
opportunity to serve our nation as a 
civilian.  The United States Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
welcomed Vandy as a new retiree 
into its civilian workforce.  While 
working at the NRC he excelled!  
His extraordinary leadership skills 
were recognized and he was quickly 
promoted from the grade of General 
Service 15 to the position of Senior 
Executive Service, Step 5.  Vandy’s 
unique ability to be both optimistic and 
pragmatic allowed him the opportunity 
to lead and manage many highly 
technical and security sensitive projects 
within the NRC.
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During his 18 years of distinguished 
service, Vandy held various leadership 
positions.  Vandy’s careful assessment, 
planning and evaluation of diversity 
issues and programs resulted in a 
substantial reduction in the number of 
Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) 
complaints and litigation.

Vandy took immense pride in his 
diversity vision for the NRC and 
his accomplishments addressing 
the NRC’s diversity issues proved to 
be groundbreaking.  Even after his 
retirement from the NRC he would 
be invited back by current employees 
for luncheons and special events 
where he would be recognized for his 
contributions to their progress.

In 2017, the Bluefield Daily Telegraph 
published an article, “Bluefield native 
recalls obstacles of prejudice on 
distinguished journey” that chronicled 
Vandy’s life journey, as a trail blazer.  The 
article was well received and acclaimed, 
by his colleagues, family, friends, 
especially by his fellow Bluefield, West 
Virginia natives and West Virginia State 
College Alumni.

Vandy understood the importance 
of community service.  Following 
his retirement from the Federal 
government, he worked to bring 
people together and engage them in a 
common cause that would improve the 
community and society at large.  His 
children are among many who have 
been drawn into community service 
and were inspired by his example and 
passion.

Vandy was active as a volunteer and 
he held various leadership positions 
in numerous community service 
organizations that included, the 
Washington Metropolitan Organization 
of Black Scientists, the Blacks United 
for Excellence in Education, the 
Health Physics Society Washington/
Baltimore Chapter, the NRC Mentor 
Program, the American Association of 
Retired Persons (AARP), the Woodside 
Civic Association, Metro Washington 
Alumni Chapter of West Virginia State 
University, Trustee of the Bethany House 
Senior Independent Living Facility 
and Walter Reed Society (WRS).  He 
thoroughly enjoyed playing golf and the 
fellowship with the wounded veterans 
of the WRS Veterans and Warriors Golf 
Project during charity golf tournaments 

sponsored by companies, such as 
BUNZL Distribution and Longenecker 
& Associates.  The golf tournaments 
raised much needed funds in support of 
the WRS.

As a result of Vandy’s outstanding 
contributions and selfless sacrifices, 
he received many distinguished 
community service awards such as 
the West Virginia State University 
(WVSU) Alma Mater Alumnus of the 
Year and WVSU Athletic and Military 
Hall of Fame.  He attended the annual 
WVSU homecoming events for many 
years as a dedicated member of the 
WVSU President’s Circle.  He was a Life 
Member of the WVSU National Alumni 
Association and a member of the Board 
of Directors of his local WVSU Chapter, 
in Washington, D.C. In celebration of 
their 60th class anniversary, the members 
of his WVSU class of 1954 attended the 
graduation ceremony of the class of 2014 
where all of the members of his Class 
were presented a medal in their honor. 
At that same graduation ceremony, 
in recognition of his numerous 
accomplishments and outstanding 
service to humanity, the WVSU 
President awarded Vandy an Honorary 
Doctor of Humanities Degree.  When he 
was presented his Honorary Doctorate 
Degree by the University President he 
raised both arms in the air and joyously 
yelled, “Yay”!  The attendees laughed and 
gave him a thunderous standing ovation.

While attending West Virginia State 
College (now University), Vandy 
pledged the Tau Chapter of Kappa Alpha 
Psi Fraternity, Inc. and he committed, 
for life, his unwavering allegiance 
to the Noble Bond of his Fraternity. 
During his 69 year journey in Kappa, 
Vandy served with selfless commitment 
and distinction, in various leadership 
positions, beginning with his adored 
Tau Chapter to his beloved Silver Spring 
(MD) Alumni Chapter and lastly, in the 
Eastern Province, as the first Chairman 
of the Eastern Province Senior 
Kappa/50 Year Brother Committee.  
He was most proud of his Pillar of the 
Eastern Province Award and his recent 
Eastern Province Polemarch’s Special 
Commendation that was presented 
last year, at his bedside, by Brother 
Charles Exum, the 29th Eastern Province 
Polemarch.

Vandy’s love of the Lord was paramount 
in his life and he exhibited it by his  total 

love and devotion to his Twelfth Street 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
and his Church Family where he served 
in Christian Discipleship, for over 50 
years. He totally immersed himself 
into every facet of the Church where 
he served. He faithfully and joyfully 
served as Deacon, Trustee, Board 
Chair, Men’s Day Program Chair, an 
ordained Elder and elected as Presiding 
2008-2020.  He is recognized as Doctor 
“Elder Emeritus” Vandy L. Miller.  As 
a man of purpose, Vandy lived a life 
that encouraged and inspired others 
while spreading the word of God.  He 
loved the word of God and he lived his 
life following the scripture, in Matthew 
6:33 “But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will 
be given to you as well”.

Vandy met the love of his life and college 
sweetheart, 
Sylvia Osaline 
Blackwell, at 
West Virginia 
State College. 
The two were 
inseparable 
from that 
point on. 
They were happily married for 59 years 
until Sylvia preceded him to Heaven.

Vandy leaves behind to cherish his 
memory, his son, Attorney Kerwin 
E. Miller; daughters, LTC (Ret.) 
Karen B. Saunders and Karmen L. 
Miller (Gregory S. White); loving 
grandchildren, Markia Sylvia Abdur-
Rahman, LaShawn Marie White, Phillip 
Joshua K. Brooks, and Vandy Jamal B. 
Brooks; adoring great grandchildren 
Mazaani, Mai’Sara, and Munirah; 
brothers, Mr. Risden Miller and Dr. M.T. 
Miller (Bobbie) and sister, Mrs. Imogene 
Campbell.  Vandy also leaves behind 
a host of loving and caring nieces, 
nephews, 
numerous 
cousins, 
other 
relatives, 
and friends 
who will 
miss him 
dearly. 

Vandy was one of the most courageous, 
bravest and kindest Saints to ever walk 
this earth and we consider ourselves 
blessed to have had him as the head of 
our family.



Great Memories



““Now Now II’’m K icking Highm K icking High!!””



INTERMENT (at a later date)  •  Arlington National Cemetery  •  State Highway 110 and Memorial Drive  •  Arlington, VA 22211
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES ENTRUSTED TO  •  Snowden Funeral Home  •  246 North Washington Street • Rockville, MD 20850

PROGRAM DESIGNED BY • Keisha M. White

Mr. Phillip J.K. Brooks
Mr. Mike R. Easton

Mr. Lamont Goodwyn

Mr. Marlon Martin
Mr. Chris Thompson
Mr. Travis D. White

Mr. Leonard Anderson
Mr. Karl Kammerer
Mr. Henry Gilford

Mr. Roy Morgan
LTC (Ret.) Raymond Smith

Elder Macon Williams
Mr. Gregory S. White

Pall Bearers

Acknowledgements

Honorary Pall Bearers

The Miller Family

Perhaps you sent a lovely card or sat quietly in a chair. Perhaps you sent a floral piece. 
If so, we saw it there. Perhaps you said the kindest word a friend could say. Perhaps 

you were not there at all but prayed for us that day. Whatever you did to console our 
hearts, we thank you whatever the part!

We’ll always remember
that special smile,
that caring heart,

that warm embrace,
you always gave us.
For Mom and us,

through good and bad times,
no matter what.

We’ll always remember
you Dad because

they’ll never be another one
to replace you in our hearts,
and the love we will always

have for you. (Author Unknown)

Dad,

Kerwin,,Karen, and Karmen
L ove,


