
Beloved mother, grandmother, great grandmother and aunt, Marilyn Groesbeck Robertson of 
Springville, Utah, passed away peacefully on December 27, 2022, of natural causes.  She was 92 years 
old. 

Mom was born on March 19 to Earl Sanderson Groesbeck and Mary Margaret Cowley in Nephi, 
Utah.  She spent her childhood and youth in Springville, which was home for several generations of 
Groesbecks.   

During her high school years, Mom’s parents owned and operated Monty’s Café on Main Street, 
where she gladly worked night shifts so she didn’t have to get up early!  Mom won a college scholarship 
in art during high school, based in part on a painting she did of her Grandfather Groesbeck.   

After graduating from Springville High School, Mom attended Brigham Young University, 
where she initially studied art and later early childhood education.  She eventually earned both 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in education from BYU.   

As a university student she met fellow student Mark Shurtleff Robertson of Spanish Fork and fell 
in love.  They were married January 24, 1951, in the Salt Lake Temple.   

In the early years of their marriage, they lived briefly in Tooele, Utah and Seattle, Washington, 
but they returned to Springville and built a house on Chase Lane, which was her home for the rest of 
her life.  That house eventually became the heart and gathering place of Mom’s extended family and 
wide circle of friends from Germany to China, from Mexico to Taiwan, and from the Navajo Nation.   

Mom was a first-grade teacher for 30 years at Mapleton Elementary School, where she taught 
two generations not only to read and write, but also, by example and exhortation, to be kind, honest, 
respectful, and hardworking.  She delighted in energizing the creative minds of all the children in her 
life – her own and others -- by playing games, reading stories, and helping them see the wonder and 
magic in the world.   

She loved music and filled her home and classroom with it.   Mom was an excellent pianist and 
served her ward as an organist for 60 years.  Her love of music was instilled in her children, for whom 
she arranged lessons in piano, stringed instruments, and voice.  At family gatherings Mom would insist 
that someone had to perform!  When grandchildren came to visit, she invited them to sing with her at 
the piano a wide variety of music from sacred to Broadway and popular tunes.   

Mom also enjoyed camping, hiking, reading, and travel.  She visited Africa, Asia, Europe, and 
South America, often visiting Gloria and her family while we lived abroad for many years. 

Mom was a devout member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints and lived by its 
teachings throughout her life.  She was a great example of kindness and love to her family and everyone 
around her.  Her entire life was one of service.  In addition to serving as organist, Mom also served 
faithfully in other church callings, notably stake young women’s camp director, visiting teacher, and 
full-time senior missionary with Dad in the Germany Hamburg Mission.  As organist she played not 
only at church but also at many funerals and other events.   

Marilyn is survived by her brother Peter Groesbeck (Genevieve), daughter Gloria DeWitt (Bob), 
son James G Robertson (Bonnie), son Charles G Robertson (Becky), son-in-law Sam, 19 
grandchildren, and 30 great grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her parents, husband Mark, 
brother Monty, sisters Katherine and Anne Christine, daughter Mary Lucille, and great 
granddaughter Else. 

 

 

 

 
 

Marilyn Groesbeck Robertson 
March 19, 1930 – December 27, 2022 

 

 



 

Pallbearers 

 
Jonathan Robertson Paul Robertson 

Jacob Robertson Steve Robertson 

Keaton Robertson Adam Robertson 

David Nelson Andrew DeWitt 

 

 

 

Honorary Pallbearers 

 
Peter Groesbeck Robert DeWitt 

James Robertson Spencer Sellers 

Charles Robertson Samuel Sellers 

 

 

 

Interment 

 
Springville Evergreen Cemetery 

Springville, Utah 

 

Dedicatory Prayer ............................................................................ James Robertson, son 

Funeral Services 

 
Saturday, December 31, 2022 ¶ 11:00 a.m. 

Springville Stake Center  245 South 600 East, Springville, Utah 
 

Conducting ........................................................................................................................... Bishop Shawn Barker 
Family Prayer ...........................................................................................................................Charles Robertson 
Organist .................................................................................................................................................... Mike Ohman 
Chorister ................................................................................................................................ Genevieve Groesbeck 

 
Opening Hymn .......................................................................................................... #124 - “Be Still, My Soul” 
Invocation............................................................................................................................................... David Nelson 
Life Sketch .................................................................................................................... Peter Groesbeck, brother 
Speaker ............................................................................................................................... Charles Robertson, son 
Musical Number .................................................................................................................. “Homeward Bound” 

Steve, Sara, Becky, Shelley, Paul & Laurie, grandchildren 
Accompanied by Kaitlin Cisternas 

Speaker ........................................................................................................................... Gloria DeWitt, daughter 
Musical Number .......................................................................................... “Savior, Redeemer of My Soul” 

Andrew DeWitt, Keaton Robertson & Steve Robertson, grandsons 
Speaker ...................................................................................................... Becky Robertson, daughter-in-law 
Musical Number ...................................................................................................................................... “Waterfall” 

Kaitlin Cisternas 
Speaker .............................................................................................................. Marilee Sellers, granddaughter 
Musical Number .................................................................................................................... “God be With You” 

Becky Heffelfinger & Marilee Sellers, granddaughters 
Speaker ........................................................................................................................................... Becky Heffelfinger 
Musical Number ...................................................................................... “My Heavenly Father Loves Me” 

Anna, Isaac, Luke, and other great-grandchildren 
Speaker .................................................................................................................................... James Robertson, son 
Musical Number ........................................................................................................ “The Impossible Dream” 

James, Jon, Jake and Keaton Robertson, grandsons 
Closing Remarks .............................................................................................................. Bishop Shawn Barker 
Closing Hymn .................................................................................... #284 – “If You Could Hie to Kolob” 
Benediction .............................................................................................................. Robert DeWitt, son-in-law 


