
 

In loving memory of 

Susan Cooley 

October 23rd,1934 – March 4th, 2022 

 

 



Order of service 

Musical selection - In the sweet by and by 

Scripture Reading: 

Old Testament Jeremiah 31:13 

New Testament Revelation 21: 1-5 

Acknowledgements 

Prayer 

Recessional 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Obituary 

Susan Cooley was born October 23, 1934, 

to Elizabeth Johnson, and her father James 

Cannon. She was predeceased by her grandfather 

Frank Johnson, step-grandmother Ella Johnson, 

brother Kenny Johnson, brother Robert Hachette, 

and husband Clyde Cooley. Susie was raised in 

Oberlin, OH until the age of 9 when she moved to 

Cleveland, OH. Her time in Oberlin produced some 

of her most beautiful memories. While in Oberlin 

she met her childhood friends, Mildred and 

Boqueta. She would often reflect on the time she 

spent with Mildred, in her older years. Her uncle 

Lawrence ran track at Oberlin High-school where 

he competed against the great Jesse Owens, and it 

was in Oberlin where Susie crossed paths with 

Harlem Renaissance writer Langston Hughes. She 

would often recount how she would witness 

Hughes writing under his favorite tree. She would 

laugh when she thought about how her step-

grandmother would say “shhh, Langston’s writing” 

when she played outside.  

As a teenager in Cleveland, OH, she 

enrolled in an apprenticeship program to become a 

seamstress while she sang in the Kathryn Kuhlman 

ministry choir; her talent for singing shined. Under 

the Kuhlman ministry, Susie wed Dr. Clyde Cooley 

and shortly thereafter gave birth to her first born, 

Karen Eady. She later adopted daughter Kahya 



Cooley. She completed her apprenticeship and 

became an ambitious entrepreneur with a high-

profile client base from within the entertainment and 

business world. She also became a member of 

Gamma Phi Delta sorority where she extended her 

professional network. While managing her own 

business she also became a business partner with 

her friend Freddie. Freddie did interior design while 

Sue did draperies. She closed her business and 

eventually began working as senior Seamstress at 

Little Sisters of the Poor until she retired. 

 Toward the latter years of her life, she 

devoted her time to traveling and exploring the 

world with her grandchildren. She was always 

incredibly supportive of their endeavors and talents. 

She also found joy in helping those less fortunate 

as a foster parent and provided a haven for children 

in the community. She is survived by her two 

sisters: Margaret Russell (Carlton, deceased) and 

Bernice Wilson (Michael): daughters: Karen Eady 

(Terrance), Kahya Cooley-Thorne (Edwin) 4 

grandchildren: William, Kaylin, Karolyn, and Karen 

4 great- grandchildren: Ava, Asim, Yara, and 

Frances , childhood friend: Freddie Mae Grice. She 

leaves behind a host of extended family members 

and friends.  

The family would like to extend their 

gratitude to Elara Caring Hospice for providing 

comfort in Susan’s last days, Turks Memorial 

Chapel and Lakeview cemetery for providing 

assistance with Susan’s final arrangements. A 



special thank you to Bernice Wilson and Nancy 

Wilson for emotional support, Brandon Hachette for 

assisting with final arrangements and planning, and 

Rev. Dr. Brian A. Cash for presiding over the 

service. 

 


