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Only Away 
By Henry F. Wilson, Sr. (1961) 

 I have lived a full life, so weep not for me  
As my days on Earth do end  

I bid you good-bye for my home above,  
And go to live with my friend.  

 
My friend who saved and redeemed my soul,  

Who has gone on before to prepare  
A mansion for me and for all who believe  

In the city that is four square.  
 

Of course it’s hard to say good-bye,  
And leave friends and loved ones behind  

But joy that awaits for me at the Gate  
Is beyond the human mind. 

 
Weep not loved ones, and do not deny  
The pleasures which Heaven affords 

Be reconciled and consoled with this fact:  
That I’m with God forever-more. 

 
I am not gone from you forever,  

This you cannot say.  
For I’m only absent in the body,  

Not dead-only away.  
 

I wait for you in Glory,  
Till the day we meet again.  

I wait with the angels and the Heavenly hosts,  
And with-Jesus Christ, my friend.  

 
Again I ask that you weep not for me,  

Again to you I say  
I’m absent only in the body,  

No! No! I’m not dead - I’m only away.


