
 

  Sunrise: May 1, 1959 
    Sunset:  April 15, 2021 

Carmen Cortes-Avilez 

Thursday, April 22, 2021   

Viewing 6:00-7:00pm 
Service 7:00pm 

After Glow 
I'd like the memory of me,  

To be a happy one. 
I'd like to leave an afterglow 
Of smiles, when life is done. 

I'd like to leave an echo, 
Whispering softly down the ways. 

Of happy times and laughing times, 
& bright and sunny days. 

I'd like the tears of those who grieve, 
To dry before the sun. 

Of happy memories that I leave behind 
When my life is done. 

“Love Carmen” 
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Carmen’s Life Story  
 Carmen Maria Cortes, 62, of Camden NJ, passed away sud-
denly on April 15th, 2021 at Cooper Hospital in Camden, NJ. She was 
born on May 1st, 1959 to the proud parents of Jose and Leocadia 
Avilez. She grew up the oldest of 12 children and had a strong, protec-
tive bond with each of her siblings. She met and married the love of 
her life and best friend, Wilfredo Cortes Sr, who she married in July of 
1979. 
 

        Carmen is survived by her husband who adored her, Wilfredo 
Cortes Sr. ; 3 sons and their spouses, Miguel and Mindi Cortes; Luis 
and Ebony Cortes; and Wilfredo Jr. and Elizabeth Cortes. She left be-
hind 9 siblings, Luz (Francisco) Nunez, Nelida Avilez, Eddie (Shelly) 
Avilez, Samuel Avilez, David Avilez, Elba (Luis) Avilez, Rene (Ray) and 
Fanon Avilez, Aida (Jose) Avilez and Olga Avilez, and 11 grandchildren, 
Isabelle, Tahtiyana, Adrianna and Christian Cortes; Anyah and Savan-
nah-Blue Cortes; Cody, Norah, and Claire Cortes; and Orlando and Eli 
Ramos; along with many nieces and nephews (great nieces and neph-
ews) that she adored! She was preceded in death by her by her fa-
ther, Jose, her mother, Leocadia, and her 2 brothers, Jose and Edwin 
Avilez. 
 

        Anyone that was blessed to call Carmen 'friend', knows that 
she gave a new and different meaning to that title! She loved to love 
people! She always told the truth- even if it wasn't what you wanted 
to hear and gave the best advice with words of encouragement, wis-
dom and comfort. She was a MASTER CHEF; always asking if you had 
eaten and making sure you left full and unlike most of us, she enjoyed 
doing it! She loved watching Cake Wars, HGTV, Novelas, and HSN- 
telling us what she would buy when she won the lottery! She also 
lived for the Christmas parties she would host, a tradition passed 
down to her from her mother. 
 

  Of all the peoples lives that she touched, both willingly and 
unwillingly her most proud achievements in life were her sons! She 
loved spending time with her family! It didn't matter where or when it 
was or for how long! She was loved by her family and instilled in her 
son's strong values that have served them well. She loved her grand-
children unconditionally, always telling them that she was proud of 
them and making sure that she told them that over and over!  
      She kept everyone in line and in her words, taught us the 
"School Of Hardknocks" and gave us all something to pass down to 
our children!   
 Carmen, you were our Matriarch and you will be sorely 
missed! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scripture Reading:  Evangelist Eugene Higgins                                   

   Romans 6:23         

Prayer of Comfort         Evangelist Eugene Higgins                                   

Obituary Reading                                            

Reflections      Family and Friends                                                    

Eulogy         Evangelist Eugene Higgins                                   

Recessional 


