
OBITUARY

Kevin Douglas Mabry was born on October 29, 1959, to Earle Franklyn

Roudolph Mabry and Ruth Alfrieda (Sorden) Mabry in Fort Lee, New Jersey.

“Big Kevin” and “Kevinito”, as he was affectionately known, grew up in

a large extended family, headed by his maternal grandmother, Ruth Anita White

Sorden (aka “Mother”). His father, Earle, cultivated Kevin’s love for cars, his

mother, Frieda, encouraged his love of music and adventure, and his step-father

John Peabody, Kendall and Kimberly’s father, influenced his love for sports,

developing within him a love of karate. His maternal aunts Gloria, Kitty, and

Sheila lent a loving hand in helping to raise him. He cherished his

siblings—Keith, Sheilah, Kendall and Kimberly—and was especially close to his

cousins Salvador, Stephen, Michael, David, Vickie, Sharon, Pam, Mark (Mookie),

Stacey, Christopher and Nicole (Nikki).

He grew up in various neighborhoods across New York City: Hell’s

Kitchen, and the Wilson Projects and Metro North Riverview in East Harlem in

Manhattan; Springfield Gardens and Hollis in Queens, and Walton Avenue in

the Bronx. He attended P.S. 111, I.S. 238, and Park East H.S. before joining the

Job Corps where he received his G.E.D.

Kevin had an infectious sense of humor, was a bit mischievous, and

loved to dance. As a teen and young adult, he could often be seen breakdancing

and doing the robot. He played basketball with Keith and others from the

neighborhood, but his greatest loves were backgammon and handball on the

courts of Dewitt Clinton Park in Hell’s Kitchen, the parks in Hollis, and the

schoolyard of P.S. 294 in the Bronx. The latter is where, in 1977, he met Ping

Moy, his first love. They later married and had their only child, “Lil” Kevin, in

1982.

Kevin worked as a maintenance person at Metro North Riverview

Apartments. He became a chef at Jezebel’s—Alberta Wright’s world-renowned

Southern cuisine restaurant—and also at Eatzi’s at Macy’s in New York City. In

1998, Heeding a friend’s advice, Kevin took a courageous leap of faith and

moved to Georgia for better work opportunities.

At his first job there, at Eatzi’s in Atlanta, he met Paulina, a

hardworking bread chef who he both admired and respected, and with whom

he shared a similar work ethic. She befriended him, offering him rides when she

realized that, if he missed a connection on his three-bus ride home, he would

be stranded. They became great friends and, later, life partners. After first

asking permission from Paulina’s mother and father, Kevin married Paulina, the

ceremony officiated by sister Kimberly.

Kevin, together with Paulina and her daughters, created a wonderful

family that brought him joy far from his original home. He talked often about

how much he respected Paulina’s immediate and extended family, both in

Georgia and México, how much they lifted each other up and worked and

sacrificed collectively to better the lives of all their niños and niñas and,

eventually, their nietos and nietas.

Here are just some of Kevin’s fondest memories. Making it to the

hospital in time to witness the birth of his son, Lil Kevin. Lil Kevin’s wedding to

Jillian 27 years later. Moving to Georgia and meeting and falling in love with his

amore, Paulina. Seeing his Georgia hijas grow up, marry and have children of

their own, and becoming a Pretio over and over again. Master-chef-ing

alongside Paulina at sister Sheilah’s wedding with Leslie. Holidays spent with

Paulina and their hijas Morena, Marta, Laura, Lorena, and their partners and

families. Working at Jezebel’s with brother-in-law Ronald. Attending the

quinceañeras of his nietas and spending time with all of his grandchildren. ALL

of the birthdays and Thanksgivings and Christmases! Being surprised by his

sisters when they brought Lil Kevin to Georgia for a visit. Another surprise visit

from sister Sheilah when he, Paulina and Sheilah celebrated their birthdays

along with Susana and Lil Raymond. A 2017 visit to Georgia from his

granddaughters Sage and Wynter, bringing together his New York City and

Georgia families. And the birth of his grandson, Justice, two years ago. Adopting

Manteca (Teca), his sheprador, baby-girl puppy, eight months ago.

Kevin loved working as part of the team at Bold American Catering,

with whom he served up quality and excellence while making people laugh and

feel at ease. He appreciated working with professionals from across the country

and around the world, mentoring and being mentored by folks of all ages. He

was eternally grateful to Paulina for introducing him to Bold, where his hijas

worked too.



Kevin also experienced a number of significant losses during his life: his

mother Freida’s death when only fifteen, the onset of older brother Keith’s

chronic mental health issues shortly thereafter, and grandmother Ruth Sorden’s

passing in 2006. These were compounded by the deaths of other family

members that he recounted profoundly impacted him, including Keith’s

unexpected death in May 2019 and the deaths, due to Covid, of cousin Victoria

and brother-in-law, Ronald.

Kevin’s transition out of this life started with family surrounding him,

thanking him and praying over him. He died at Northside Hospital in

Lawrenceville, Georgia, with his amore Paulina at his bedside. Paulina and Kevin

were so crazy in love that you always heard them call each other amore.

He is predeceased by his beloved mother Frieda, his devoted maternal

grandmother, Ruth Anita White Sorden, his maternal grandfather, Alfred M.

Sorden, his beloved father-in-law (el suegro), Francisco Torres Huerta, his

paternal grandparents, his nephew, baby Kendall, aunts Anita Butler and Sheila

Hunter, uncle Bert Hunter, cousins Eddie Alvarez, Michael Hunter, Eloy (Joey)

Pagan, Craig Pagan, and Victoria Hunter-Dukes, brother Keith Earle Mabry and

brother-in-law Ronald Wright.

Kevin is survived by his beloved wife Lora Torres Pérez Mabry; father

Earle Franklyn Mabry; mother-in-law (la suegra) Martha Perez Hernandez;

siblings Kendall, Sheilah, and Kimberly; nieces and nephews Tara, Travis, Naomi,

Kendall, Maya, Aaron, John Ralph; his aunts Kathleen (Kitty) and Gloria; son

Kevin, hijas Morena, Marta, Laura and Lorena; bonus daughter Lil Vicky; and his

nietas and nietos (the Georgia grandchildren) Sandy, Lucia, Raymond,

Stephanie, Natalie, Jessica, Emely, Sofia F., Sofia H., Ryan, Diego, Susana,

Enrique, Paulina; grandchildren Sage, Wynter and Justice; cousins Sharon, Pam,

Stephen, David, Salvador, Christopher, Nicole (Nikki), Stacey, Mark (Mookie),

Alexander, Arestead, Eddie, Cochise, Darryl, Jasmine, Malory, Lil David, Omar

and a host of loving family and friends; and Manteca (Teca), his baby-girl-puppy.

Order of Service

Musical Prelude

Prayer of Invocation Pastor Kimberly Wright

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 41:10

New Testament Reading Matthew 5:3-10

Hymn of Comfort

Acknowledgements Nicole Harrison

Reading of Obituary Sheilah Mabry

Hymn of Comfort

Reflections Friends & Family

Musical Selection

Benediction Pastor Kimberly Wright



IN LOVING MEMORY

KEVIN DOUGLAS MABRY
SUNRISE: 10/29/1959 - SUNSET: 10/1/2021

Georgia Celebration - Thursday, 10/7/21
Fischer Funeral Care - 3742 Chamblee Dunwoody Road, Atlanta, GA 30341

New York Celebration - Saturday, 10/9/21
Church of the Resurrection - 325 E. 101 Street, New York, NY 10029

Rev. Kimberly Wright, Officiant

On behalf of Kevin’s loved ones, we would like to thank everyone

for their prayers, condolences and expressions of concern. Your

kindness has been a relief during our time of bereavement.

Internment
Mt. Rest Cemetery

Final arrangements entrusted to:
George Weldon Funeral Home, Inc.

343 East 116 Street
212-427-3300


