
Acknowledgm ent

The family of Melida Carter Wilson would like to extend our sincere 
gratitude and thanks to each of you who came, called, prayed and 
comforted us in this time of bereavement.
In lieu of flowers, the family would like donations to be made to the 
Melida Carter Wilson Scholarship at: www.melidasmile.org.

Melida Carter Wilson
     A smile brighter than the sunshine
     A heart bigger than the universe

      Sunrise 1963      Sunset 2020

        Oak Hill Cemetery
        Cartersville, Georgia
        May 1, 2020 at 3:00 pm

In Loving Memory of
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Obituary

Melida Carter Wilson was born October 21, 1963 to Mary Lee and the late 
Mack Q. Carter in Cartersville, GA. She received her heavenly wings on April 21, 
2020. As a child she had a glowing smile and was always willing to help others. 
Melida attended Cartersville High School and graduated in 1981. She went on 
to attend the University of Georgia, where she met some of her lifelong friends. 

Melida accepted Jesus Christ as her personal Lord and Savior at Mt. Olive Baptist 
Church of Cartersville. She would later become one of the founding members 
of Greater New Fellowship Missionary Baptist Church in Cartersville, GA. Melida 
was a dedicated member of the congregation and served as the church secretary, 
faithfully delivering the church announcements every Sunday morning. 

After college, Melida returned to Cartersville where she began her career at Shaw 
Industries. Soon after, she married, and from that union, she gave birth to her 
only child Marlee Nicole “Chickee” Archer in 1988. Melida earned a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration from Kennesaw State University in 1993 and in 
2017, she earned her Executive MBA from Kennesaw State University, graduating 
with honors.

Melida exuded dedication and consistency in pursuing one’s career. In the 
thirty-six years she worked at Shaw Industries, she excelled within the company, 
ascending from her first position in customer service to her final status as director 
of marketing services. In March 2019, while being recognized for her many 
years of service at Shaw, it was said that if you want to get a quality manager, 
you pick them from the “Melida Tree.” Through her mentorship, positive attitude 
and strategic vision, Melida broke glass ceilings and impacted countless Shaw 
associates across the globe.

On September 3, 2016, Melida married the love of her life, Dr. Maurice LeVell 
Wilson. Together they visited many beautiful destinations around the world. 
Melida and Maurice touched many lives in the Bartow County community with 
a focus on education and service to others. Together they founded Coombs 
Kitchen, feeding more than 100 people every week, and the Fellowship Closet, 
providing free clothing and shoes to the general public.

Melida was known for her infectious smile and laugh, and her ability to gracefully 
light up any room with style and dignity. To be near Melida was to feel the brightness 
and love of the sun itself. Anytime you feel the sun warmly shining down on you, 
know that Melida’s sweet spirit is smiling and comforting you with her tender, 
one-of-a-kind embrace. She leaves to celebrate her life: her husband, Maurice 
Levell Wilson; daughter, Marlee Nicole Archer; mother, Mary Lee Carter; four 
siblings, Robert (Vickie), Sharon Ann, Roy and Mark. She cherished memories 
with her nieces, Renada, Cheroya, Kaitlyn, and Rorie; nephews, Mark, Jahcure, 
RJ, and Urijah; two loving god-daughters, Sarah and Lailah, and a host of loving 
family and friends.

Order of Service
Musical Selection                                      Waymaker by Sinach
Officiating Pastor                                       Rev. Willie J.E. Coombs
Scripture Reading
                    Old Testament  —  Psalms 118:6   Melida Wins!!!      
                                               New Testament  —  Phillipians 1: 21 - 23
Prayer of Comfort
Silent Reading of Reflections   
Eulogy
Acknowledgement
Internment
Musical Selection                                      We’re Blessed by Fred Hammond 

Reflections
O MY LOVELY MELIDA

“A friend is someone who takes you as you are  
but never leaves you the way that they found you!”
To all of us, this describes Melida. Whatever your need was her need. She paid attention to 
your words making you feel heard. She did all of this with a smile of love and a hug with the 
warmth of the Lord. Our precious memories of you will live in our hearts forever and may we 
be able to give to others the friendship you so freely gave to us.

Proverbs 18:24 “a real friend sticks closer than a brother”
Until we meet again…….

     - Jacqueline Hendricks

As a Daughter of Virtue and Excellence (DOVE), your God-given purpose was always at the 
forefront of your life. Whether it was hosting Women Bible study, feeding the community or 
uplifting and encouraging someone who needed a listening ear. Your act of kindness was 
consistent, full of mercy and grace. These gifts will forever be a part of your legacy. Forever  
in our hearts. 

     - DOVE’S of GNFMBC

My Melida,
Over our 10+ years together, having Melida as a part of my life has been the biggest blessing. 
She was the definition of a true and loyal friend. The one I counted on so many times. God 
used Melida to touch so many people’s lives and I am a better person because of her. Melida 
was one of the strongest, most selfless, and loving women I have ever met. 
Rest in Peace my precious Melida. Until we meet again!

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.
Isaiah 60:1

     - Kelly Sherrill

Melida had a way — to recognize talent, to push you to be better, to put you at ease, to be 
a team player, to lead, to have fun & laugh, to make you feel important, to support, to listen, 
to comfort with a hug, to make an impression to all she met! Quiet leadership with a lot of 
passion served with a big smile to light any room...she had a way!

     - Tatum Hackney

I’m Free

Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free.
I’m following the path God has chosen for me.
I took His hand when I heard Him call;
I turned my back and left it all.

I could not stay another day,  
to laugh, to love, to work or play.  
Tasks left undone must stay that way;  
I’ve now found peace at the end of the day.

I know my parting has left a void,  
please fill it with remembered joys.  
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss;  
Oh yes, these things, I too will l miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,  
look for the sunshine of tomorrow.  
My life’s been full, I savored much;  
good friends, good times, my loved ones touch.

Perhaps my time seems all too brief;  
don’t lengthen your time with undue grief.  
Lift up your heart and peace to thee,  
God wanted me now – He has set me free.
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