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“Hakeem” 
September 13, 1960 - April 20, 2020 

 
 

With Gratitude 
The family sincerely appreciates each expression of love shown to them 
during this most difficult time. Your prayers, words of comfort, and oth-
er gifts of love have been a source of much strength. It is our prayer that 

the Lord will continue to bless and keep each of you. 
The Family 

Footprints 
One night a man had a dream. He dreamed he was walking along 

the beach with the Lord. Across the sky flashed scenes from his life. 

For each scene he noticed two sets of foot prints in the sand: One 

belonged to him and the other to the Lord. When the last scene of 

his life flashed before him, he looked back at the footprints in the 

sand. He noticed that many times along the path of his life there 

was only one set of footprints. He also noticed that it happened at 

the very lowest and saddest times in his life. This really bothered 

him and he questioned the Lord about it. "Lord you said that once I 

decided to follow you, you would walk with me all the way. But I 

noticed that during the most  troublesome times in my life, there 

was only one set of footprints. I don't understand why when I 

needed you most you weren't there." The Lord replied, "My son, my 

precious child, I love you and would never leave you. During the 

times of trial and suffering, when you see only one set of footprints, 

it was then that I carried you." 



The Obituary 

 
From Labor... 
James Christopher "Hakeem" Sims, 59, was born September 13, 

1960. A native of Spartanburg County, SC, he was the son of Sallie 

Mae Sims Jeter of the home and the late Johnny Sims, Sr.   

 

He attended the public schools of Union County and worked as a 

caterer.   

 
 

To Reward... 
James passed away Monday, April 20,2020 at his residence.   

 
 

Those Who Remain... 
Survivors, in addition to his mother, include: one son, Patrick 

McDowell of Spartanburg, SC; four daughters, Linda Ezell of 

Greer, SC, Tiffany McCree of Spartanburg, SC, Tina McDowell of 

Spartanburg, SC, and Crystal McDowell of Greenville, SC; 

fourteen grandchildren; one great-grandchild; one brother, 

Johnny Sims, Jr. of Greenville, SC; five sisters,  Linda Dianne Sims 

of Spartanburg, SC, Gloria Sims of Spartanburg, SC, Mary Jeter of 

Union, SC, Maria Jones of Spartanburg, SC, and Sheena Jeter of 

Union, SC; and a host of nieces, nephews, and cousins. 

Gathering of Family and Friends 
 

Saturday, April 25, 2020 
One o’clock in the Afternoon 

 
Community Mortuary 

361 Meansville Road, Union, SC 
 

 
 
 

The Gathering 
Family and Friends 

 

Scripture Reading - Psalm 23 
Diane Sims 

 

Prayer  
Crystal McDowell 

 

Song – “Better Days” 
Erica Gray 

 

Poem 
Linda Ezell 

 

Reflections 
Crystal McDowell 

Others 
 

The Departure 
Family and Friends 

 
 
 

 

Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one 
mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen. 

 -2 Corinthians 13:11 & 14 

“I am the resurrection and the life: he that believeth in me,  
though he were dead, yet shall he live:  

and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.”     
     ~ John 11:25-26 


