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Our FatherLife Profile
 James Nathan “Baldy” Harris, Sr., son of the late Alice 
Faye Harris and Willie James Harris, was born in Union 
County, SC on May 8, 1945. He entered into eternal rest 
on Saturday, August 27, 2022, in Ascension Providence 
Hospital – Novi, MI Campus.
 
 James attended the public schools in Union County, 
SC. He was a graduate of Sims High School and a great 
basketball player. He also graduated at the top of his class. 
 
 James joined Saint Paul Baptist Church at an early 
age. After James graduated, he moved to Detroit, MI with 
his family. He was employed at Chrysler Corporation. After 
retiring, he continued to do plumbing and construction 
work. 

 James loved playing golf and poker. He started playing 
golf at age 11 and never stopped, and Sunday was his poker 
day.

 He was preceded in death by one son, James N. Harris, 
Jr. and one daughter, Sharon Laverne Harris.
 
 He leaves precious memories to three daughters, 
Dominique Hartford, Christine Hartford, and Felisha 
Hartford and one stepdaughter, Ashley Hartford and their 
mother, Maria Hartford all of Detroit, MI; two stepsons, 
Rodney Harris of Milledgeville, GA and Jonathan (Angela) 
Harris of Union, SC; a host of grandchildren; three brothers, 
Johnnie C. (Mamie) Harris of Union, SC, William Edward 
(Alean) Harris of Wesson, MS, and Terry Harris (Joyce) of 
Union, SC; four sisters, Georgia Mae Smith (Tony) of Queens, 
NY, Christine Salter of Pacolet, SC, Dianne (George) Tyner 
of Union, SC, and Beverly (Jimmy) Sims of Union, SC; and 
a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.

To our father, a true hero, you were everything we could 
want in a father plus more. You did an incredible job raising 
three young girls on your own. You gave us all the protection 

we needed and provided everything we wanted plus more. 
You taught us how to be the best version of ourselves. Your 
guidance, strength and wisdom will forever be appreciated. 

Everyone around you admired how good of a father and 
grandfather you were. With your medical history no one 

thought you would make it this long, but you did cause you 
knew we needed you. You stayed strong and put up a huge 

fight. You fought till it wasn’t possible to fight any longer, and 
we were right there with you. We know in heaven that you 
will continue to be our guardian angel. We will cherish the 
memories that we have and be the strong young ladies you 

raised. All we want you to do now is relax and get the peace 
you deserve. To our father...thank you for everything, we love 
you and will be forever grateful to have had such a positive 

influence in our lives.

Granddad
Papa, we going to miss you so much. When you took me to 
the store, I asked for some candy and toys and sometimes 
some money. You just gave me a big smile and that’s the 
thing the smaller grands will miss the most, your smile.

Love, your grandchildren
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