
Beverly Elizabeth Allen was born 

November 20, 1939 to Henry & Elizabeth Allen. 

While in high school she was interested in reading 

all types of materials and decided to major in 

Librarianship at the University of Missouri at 

Columbia and graduated in 1961. Beverly then 

attended Syracuse University where she earned her 

master’s degree. She then began her career as the 

first black professional Librarian at the University 

of Missouri. Her career began to blossom as she 

became the branch librarian at the university of 

Illinois at Peoria. It was in this position that she 

became very involved in the Medical Librarian 

Association. Her most prominent role was a 

director of the newly School of Medicine Library 

at Morehouse College. She retired after 28 years. 

Beverly was a long serving member of 

Northside Drive Baptist Church, where she was a 

deaconess, choir member and a member of the 

hospitality committee. 

Beverly was an amazing woman and 

friend. 
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