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Mothers Never Really Die 

Death beckoned her with outstretched hand 

And whispered softly of an ‘UNKNOWN LAND’ 

But she was not afraid to go 

For though the path she did not know 

She took DEATH’S HAND without a fear, 

For He who safely brought her here 

Had told her He would lead the way 

Into ETERNITY’S BRIGHT DAY… 

And so she did not go alone 

Into the ‘VALLEY THAT’S UNKNOWN’ 

She gently took DEATH BY THE HAND 

And journeyed to “THE PROMISED LAND’… 

And there, with step so light and gay, 

She polishes the sun by day 

And lights the stars that shine at night 

And keeps the moonbeams silvery bright… 

For MOTHERS really never die, 

They just “KEEP HOUSE UP IN THE SKY’… 

And in the HEAVENLY HOME ABOVE 

They wait to ‘welcome’ those they love. 

By Helen Steiner Rice 

 

 

Celebrating  

Service: 
2:00 p.m., Tuesday, August 3, 2021 

Crossroads Cemetery 
Crossett, Arkansas 71635 

Bro. Mike Griffith, officiating 

the Life of 

January 1, 1937 ~ July 31, 2021  



Obituary 

 
 

“Let not your hearts be troubled.  Believe in God; believe also in me.   
In my Father’s house are many rooms.  If it were not so, would I have told you 

that I go to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a place for you,  
I will come again and will take you to myself, that where  

I am you may be also.  And you know the way to where I am going.”   
Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, and  

how can we know the way?” 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  

No one comes to the Father except through Me.” 
John 14:1-6 

Vera Ruth Gatling, 84, of Crossett, passed away peacefully on Saturday, 

July 31, 2021.  She was born on January 1, 1937, to her parents, Charlie 

and Manie Rhodes Upshaw, was a resident of Crossett for the past      

fifty-five years, and a devoted member of Pine Forest Missionary Baptist 

Church. 

Vera retired as a small bag inspector from Bemis Bag Company and  

later worked for “Meals on Wheels,” delivering delicious meals to those in 

need.  Vera loved to cook and often baked cakes, pies, and made   

delicious banana pudding.  She had a giver’s heart and randomly took 

goodies to people all over town, just to brighten someone’s day. 

She loved people, loved to laugh, and especially enjoyed being with her 

friends and family.  She was a fabulous “Mamaw,” who had an endless 

supply of gum and hugs for the grands who she loved immensely. 

She is preceded in death by her parents and eight siblings, Grace   

Gardner, Hardie Upshaw, Mildred Hall, Sykes Upshaw, Harold Upshaw, 

Huey Upshaw, David Upshaw, and Fannie Mae Boyd Denny. 

She leaves behind three daughters, Brenda Rice and husband, David, of 

Crossett, Becky Marter also of Crossett, and Christy Martin and husband, 

Brian, of Hamburg; five grandchildren, Larry Rice, Michelle Griffin,       

Jonothan Murphy, Benjiman Murphy, and Roxanne Marter Nubles; and 

eleven great-grandchildren, Austin Williams, Jack Rice, Juliana Rice, 

Belle Griffin, Hailey Murphy, Spencer Murphy, Camryn Murphy, Lakin   

Nubles, Brody Lowery, Sunnie Johnson, and Sadie Johnson; along with 

two great-great-grandchildren, Fynlee and Koley Williams; and a host of 

nieces and nephews. 

Order of Service 
Song:  “How Great Thou Art” 

Obituary Reading & Opening Prayer  

Song:  “I’ll Fly Away” 

Message  

Closing Prayer 

(Pastor Mike Griffith officiating) 

 

 

 

 

Interment: Crossroads Cemetery 
 

Pallbearers: 

Larry Rice, Jack Rice, David Rice,  

Benjiman Murphy, Brian Martin, and Lance Griffin 

 
Honorary Pallbearer: 

Austin Williams 
 

 

 

  

 

Ms. Vera’s family would like  

To thank each of you for your prayers,  

and compassion during this difficult time.    

May God bless each of you. 


