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The Door That Never Closes 

 

There’s a door that never closes 

Though it opens but one way. 

It’s the door that leads to Heaven 

At the end of life’s long day. 

 

It’s the threshold of forever 

Where the heart is always glad. 

It’s a respite for the weary 

And a comfort for the sad. 

 

It’s the door to peace and healing 

And the door to joy and grace. 

Where the Master greets each guest by name 

And with a warm embrace. 

 

And the loved ones who pass through 

Into the light that’s shining there. 

Find a sweet and perfect home 

Within our Father’s loving care. 

Service: 

11:00 a.m., August 22, 2020 

Crossroads Cemetery 

Dr. Bobby Pennington, officiating  

Dr. Phillip Wayne Pennington 

 

May 31, 1940 – August 19, 2020 

Celebrating  

the Life of 



 

 

Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God;  

I will strengthen you, I will help you,  

I will uphold you with my righteous right hand …  

For I, the LORD your God, hold your right hand;  

it is I who say to you,   

“Fear not, I am the one who helps you.” 

Isaiah 41:10, 13  

 

Having lived a long, fulfilling, and blessed life, Phillip Wayne Pennington 

peacefully went home to be with the Lord on Wednesday, August 19, 2020. 

Phillip was born on May 31, 1940, to Phillip Delton and Jayne Kelley         

Pennington. He was born, reared, and lived most of his life in Crossett,    

Arkansas.  After graduating from Crossett High School in 1958, he began his 

undergraduate education at the University of Arkansas at Monticello. After 

his success at UAM, he enrolled in The University of Tennessee College of 

Dentistry in Memphis, where he received his Doctorate of  Dental Surgery 

degree (DDS).  In 1965, he joined the U.S. Coast Guard and served over 

two years in Boston, Massachusetts, where his only child Shelly was born.  

  

For many years, Phillip served the families of Ashley County from his private 

dentistry practice in Crossett, and thereafter in the Wilmot and Dermott 

Mainline Health System Clinics.  He loved his work and had genuine      

compassion for his patients’ well-being. His love and appreciation for his 

patients and colleagues pushed him to practice dentistry until he retired at 

the age of 78. 

Throughout the community, he was loved and admired for his mild-

mannered, caring personality. Thoughtful and kind, he was a man with an 

enormous heart and a love and concern for everyone.  His love for his wife, 

daughter, grandchildren, and family was Immense. He enjoyed time with 

his family, visiting with his friends at local restaurants and coffee shops, play-

ing golf, watching college football and movies, and going out to eat.  He 

will be dearly missed by his family and friends, many of which he would call 

and text almost daily.  

Phillip is survived by his bride, Janice Carolyn Johnson Pennington, whom 

he adored every day of their 58-year marriage; his loving daughter, Shelly 

Barnett and her husband, Todd; and their children, Taylor, Jake, Billy, and 

Ben Barnett, all of Houston, Texas; and his brother, Bobby Carrel              

Pennington, and his wife Sadie, of Hamburg, Arkansas. Preceding and 

awaiting Phillip are his parents, and brother, Jerry Mac Pennington, and 

sister, Colen Joyce Pennington Burke. 

Obituary  Order of Service 

 

 
Opening Prayer and Obituary Reading  

by Dr. Bobby Pennington 

 
Personal Comments  

by Howard Beatty 
 

Message  
by Dr. Bobby Pennington 

 
 Closing Prayer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The family asks that you please  

refrain from any personal contact  

at this time for everyone’s safety. 
 
 
 

The family would also like  

to thank each of you for your prayers,  

and compassion during this difficult time.    

May God bless each of you. 


