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Miss Me, But Let Me Go 

When I come to the end of the road 

And the sun has set for me 

I want no rites in a gloom-filled room 

Why cry for a soul set free? 

Miss me a little but not too long, 

And not with your head  bowed low, 

Remember the love that we once shared. 

Miss me...but let me go. 

For this is a journey that we all must take, 

And each must go alone. 

It’s all a part of the master plan 

A step on the road to home. 

When you are lonely and sick of heart, 

Go to the friends we know, 

And bury your sorrow in doing good deeds, 

Miss me...but let me go. 

Anonymous 

2:00 p.m., Sunday, January 22, 2023 
South Main Baptist Church 

2801 S. Main St. Crossett, Arkansas 71635 
Bro. Jimmie Lewis, Bro. Jack Allen & Bro. Brad Savage, officiating 

 

T H E  L I F E  O F 

William “Bill” Bryan Runyan, Jr. 

December 18, 1938 — January, 19, 2023 



 

In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I 
again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. And where I go you know, and the way you know.” 

Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?” 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”

John 14:2

William Bryan “Bill” Runyan, Jr., passed away on Thursday, January 19, 2023, at his 
home surrounded by family.  He was born on December 18, 1939, to his parents, Bryan 
and Annie Winburn Runyan and was an active member of the South Main Baptist 
Church.  In 1958, he graduated Crossett High School, where he set numerous records 
in track and field and eventually was inducted into the Ashley County and Arkansas 
Track and Field Hall of Fame. 
 

In 1964, Bill graduated from the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville earning a      
bachelor’s degree in business administration.  He later returned to his hometown of 
Crossett, embarking on a long illustrious career in insurance and real estate.  
 

For many years, Bill assisted the families of Ashley County with their needs at Mac’s 
Insurance and Real Estate.  Later he became the co-owner of the Mac Campbell   
Agency, after merging with Mr. Scott Campbell, eventually retiring from the industry in 
2000. 
 

Following a distinguished career, Bill also retired from the United States Army National 
Guard as a Lieutenant Colonel after serving his country for over thirty years. 
 

Bill was an honest and genuine business leader who was not only committed to his  
career, and his country, but undoubtedly to his hometown.  His love and admiration for 
the people of Crossett was evident in everything he did, including serving on the 
Crossett School Board, as well as serving as president multiple times for the Crossett 
Lion’s Club.  He also served as president of the Professional Insurance Agents of    
Arkansas and was a member of the Early Arkansas Reenactors Association. 
 

His generous civic nature even earned him the prestigious Lion’s Club “Man of the 
Year” award on more than one occasion.  He was also chosen to narrate an interactive 
panoramic display for the Felsenthal Wildlife Refuge. 
 

Bill was an avid Razorback fan, a gardener, and a man who enjoyed a good run or bike 
ride, but above all, he had a deep love for God which was unmistakable.  He poured it 
into the songs he sang in the church choir and the Sunday school class he proudly 
taught.  Bill enjoyed all of God’s blessings by loving fiercely, laughing and whistling  
often, and sharing life’s wonderful moments with those he loved, especially his grands 
who affectionately called him “Pop”. 
 

Along with his parents, he is preceded in death by one sister, Lois Chanslor. 
He leaves behind his loving wife of thirty-two years, Wanda Cooper Runyan of Crossett; 
five children, Bryan Runyan (Mary) of Dumfries, VA, Annetta Smith (Jeremy) of Heber 
Springs, AR, John Runyan (Tammi) of Monroe, LA, Rhonda Morace (Brad) also of Mon-
roe, and Steven Beckett (Amy) of Osage Beach, MO; along with one sister, Charlotte 
Hollimon of Crossett; ten grandchildren, Madeline, Nicholas, Emily, and Seth Runyan, 
Kristin Hebert (Brett), Liana Branch (Matt), Magan Lynch (Justin), Tara Locantro, Haley 
Adams (Spencer), and Taylor Beckett; six great-grandchildren, Kambry, Barrett, Tanner, 

Charlotte, Ella, and Harper; and numerous nieces, nephews, and friends. 

Processional 
 

Song:  “How Great Thou Art” by Jeff Harrison 

Obituary Reading by Mr. Jack Allen 

Opening Prayer by Bro. Jimmie Lewis 

Personal Comments 

Song:  “I Feel the Presence of the Lord in this Place” by Ginger Pittman 

Message by Bro. Jimmie Lewis 

Closing Prayer 

Congregational Song:  “Child of the King” led by Steve McDaniels 

Recessional/Viewing 

(Pianist:  Earlene Rice) 
 

This service is being recorded and will be uploaded  
and available for viewing on the Medders Funeral Home website  

and YouTube channel 

 

Interment: 
Pinewood Memorial Park 

Committal Service officiated by Bro. Brad Savage 

Military honors provided by the United States Army 

 

Pallbearers: 
Craig Pennington, Shane Copes, Chuck Ozment, Rick Owens, Cleve Summerland,  

Brick Morris, Mark Greenlee, and Benji Price 

 

Honorary Pallbearers: 
Billy Morris, Gary Johnson, Dale Guthrie, Martin Anderson,  

Jessie Riley, and Roger Williams 

 

 

Bill’s family would like to thank each of you for your prayers,  

and compassion during this difficult time.   May God bless each of you. 

 

In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. And where I go you know, and the way you know.”  

Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?”  
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” 

John 14:2-6 


