
Pallbearers
Family and Friends

Flower Bearers
Butler-Baker Class of 1966

Honorary Pallbearers
Masonic Lodge: Jefferson Sun #242

Mr. Melvin Bishop:What A Man
Mayou Angelou wrote, “I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you 
did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.” Mr. Bishop made everyone feel valued. He 

and I met over 20 years ago. He immediately embraced me as a friend and we
had been friends ever since, sharing our love of family, fishing, hunting, and cooking. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bishop’s vision was to improve the economic conditions of African American farmers. 
Under their leadership of the African American Family Farmers, we were able to secure hundreds of 

thousands of dollars to support African American farmers training,
 advanced farming techniques and improved management. 

Mr. Bishop was a tireless champion of African American farmers and travelled all over the country 
advocating on their behalf. Every elected official, local, state, or federal, no matter the office, knew of 

Mr. Melvin Bishop. He made it his business to successfully lobby on 
behalf of African American Farmers. 

Mr. Bishop put his heart, soul, and resources into his community. He worked with the local school 
board to secure resources. He counseled young people. If there was no money available and he 

believed in something, he put in his own. If he believed that something needed doing, he did it. If he 
felt someone needed a helping hand, he was there. He loved his community and was referred to as the 

unofficial Mayor of Eatonton near and far. I called him Mr. Melvin Bishop. What a man!
Dr. Charles West

Expressions of Appreciation
The family of Melvin Bishop, Sr., extends our sincere gratitude and appreciation to Ms. Monica Welch 

for serving as a dedicated, loving, and faithful caregiver to our loved one. Special thanks to Ms. Kimberly 
Farley and the staff of Peaceful Purpose Hospice of Eatonton, Georgia, for providing quality and 

outstanding customer service, as well as Hospice Care Option, Milledgeville, Georgia, Susan Chapman /
CVS Pharmacist, and Dr. A. J. Kumar and staff.

Acknowledgement
The Bishop family, wishes to express our deepest thanks and appreciation for every act of kindness and 
each expression of love and concern during the illness and passing of our loved one. We thank you for 
your prayers, cards, flowers, calls, and other acts of kindness during this time of bereavement. Please 

continue to keep our family uplifted in prayer. May God’s special blessings be bestowed on you always.
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Precious Memories

Dear Dede

As a child, I’ve always known I was your baby girl. Mama often shared memories of my 
childhood when I would have temper tantrums, falling out all over the floor every time 
you tried to leave me home. She said you were the reason I didn’t walk until 18 months 
because you wanted to hold me in your arms and carry me everywhere with you. As 
I grew older, I remember waiting for you to come home from work because I knew 
you would bring me a Honey Bun or a Moon Pie. I never told you I really didn’t like 
the Moon Pies, but I pretended to eat it to not hurt your feelings. I knew when Mama 
said no to the junk food, you would always manage to come home with Penny Wheel 
cookies, chips, and Froot Loops.

Dede, you were a giver, hard worker, and excellent provider. You taught me if I worked 
hard, there was nothing I couldn’t have or do. You set the standard for what I believed 
excellence looked like. You always spoke your mind and stood on the side of justice. You 
truly embraced the quote, “If you don’t stand for something, you’ll fall for anything.”

Dede, you made sure I felt special on Valentine’s Day by sending me bears, candy, and 
balloons to the school every year. Although you worked hard, you always ensured we 
spent quality time together, from taking me and my friends skating to ringside seats 
at my first wrestling match at the National Guard Armory. I remember telling you, 
“You’re the greatest dad ever.” You laughed and said, “That’s right!”

After having Kira my junior year of college, I was determined to show you I would 
make something out of myself and become the woman you raised me to be. 

Never could I have imagined a life without you. You’ve been the Rock of the Bishop 
family. In my eyes you were the epitome of a Strong Black Man. I’m so grateful that I 
was able to tell you I love you and thank you for instilling in me values of leadership, 
hard work and dedication. I will always cherish you in my heart. Until we meet 
again… 

Forever and Always, Your Daughter (Stanky), Jennifer Bishop-Davis

Reflections...

Dear Dede,

I miss you already. I miss being your ride-along buddy when you would go to the gas 
station to get scratch-offs and buy me ‘tato logs. I miss riding in the MLK and Dairy 
Festival parades in the orange Eclipse convertible with you and waving like a princess. 
I miss coming to visit on the weekends and summer breaks to ride my horse, Candy. I 
still remember the moment you took me to get her. That was the happiest day of my life; 
even though I never got back on the horse. I miss you and Mama’s trips to Savannah 
and walking on River Street eating pralines.

I miss when you would pay $20 for every “A” and $10 for every “B” I got on my report 
card. That may not have been the best strategy for other kids, but that always kept me 
motivated to do well in school. I miss coming home and sitting with you while you 
watched your western shows. I miss sitting on the side of the road up town, EVERY 
YEAR, selling fireworks.

I miss riding for hours and attending ALL DAY conferences in Fort Valley for the black 
farmers conventions you helped organize. At the time, I didn’t fully appreciate the 
legacy you were establishing and the impact that you would have on my life and career 
goals later. Now, I would give anything to drive hours and spend all day at a conference 
with you. I miss hearing you say, “Boo, I’m ready to eat.” I miss seeing your smile. I 
miss hearing your laugh.

You have lived such a meaningful life; making a positive impact on so many lives, 
including mine. You encouraged me to always do my best and follow my dreams. You 
have been my motivation to pursue a career as a doctor and keep me motivated when 
the journey gets challenging. I know that death is part of life, but I had never imagined 
a life without you. I know that you are at peace and reunited with Big Ma. I miss you 
already Dede. I miss you so much. Until we meet again…

Love, Your Stank Stank, Sakura McLaughlin, Kura, Granddaughter

My Journey
Life is but a stopping place

A pause in what’s to be

A resting place along the road

To sweet eternity

We all have different journeys

Different paths along the way

We all were meant to learn some things

But never meant to stay

Our destination is a place

Far greater than we know, 

For some, the journey’s quicker 

For some the journey’s slow

And when the journey finally ends, 

We’ll claim a great reward,

And find an everlasting peace, 

Together with the Lord

At the inauguration of President Barack  

Obama January 20th, 2009
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To the Bishop family on behalf of the Ebenezer Baptist Church Sunday School. As superintendent, I 
wish to express our sincere expression of condolences. I had the pleasure of knowing and working with 
Deacon Melvin Bishop for a lifetime. He was at Ebenezer Baptist Church when I first came as a child. 
Melvin was a man that believed in others and helping those in need. Melvin was a very strong-minded 
man and stood on his principles never backing down when he felt that he was right. I bared witness on 
numerous occasions while serving with Melvin as vice president of the NAACP, with him fighting and 

advocating on children and families’ behalves and at commissioner’s meeting. Deacon Bishop faithfully 
attended Sunday school, teaching classes, and encouraging some spirited discussions. There are so many 
memories from deacon meetings, cooking on the grill, praying and singing during morning devotion, my 

brother in the lodge and my brother in Christ.
Rest my Brother, Deacon, and Friend

Deacon James Gorley

Melvin, I remember you as a little boy growing up next door.
You called me “Sis” and that never changed.

You always had a big smile, a sense of humor and a positive attitude.
I often think of the times we held family reunions where you worked hard making 

arrangements for the occasion.
We had the opportunity to travel to many states from Florida to Canada and many 

in between.
A great time enjoyed by all.

You were a blessing to our family and you will be missed.
Love,

Aunt Willie Kate & family

The qualities of a Good Uncle 
My uncle Melvin was articulate, smart and wise beyond his years

He made everyone laugh. (i.e. You Big Dummy Lamont)
He always supported my dreams even when I didn’t believe in myself

He taught me the value of community and the importance of love & family
He taught me how to be a leader and not a follower 

He taught me how to always care for those who were less fortunate 
He respected my opinions and listened to what I had to say

He was not only an uncle, but a true father figure to me
He never missed any of my biggest achievements

He taught me how to hunt and even shoot my first rifle.
I will always remember my Uncle Melvin as a giver, teacher, and a man who served GOD 

Thanks, Uncle Melvin, for leaving such a great legacy!
Love, Richie

A limb has fallen from the family tree. A 

man of high esteem, who wasn’t afraid 

of challenges and was dependable when 

called upon. With tearful eyes we watched 

you slowly fade away. A golden heart 

stopped beating, hard-work hands at rest. 

God broke our hearts to prove to us, HE 

only takes the best.

With love and affection, Torris Bailey 

and Leila (Meata) Bailey

In memory of the life and legacy of “a man of the era,” Mr. Melvin L. Bishop. A disciple of 
God, filled with a heart of gold, adorned with a great passion of love for God, his family, his 

church family, community, and friends.

A man, filled with a passion for equality, fairness, and justice for all! Welcoming everyone to 
be aware of the injustices around themselves, being willing and brave enough to stand up for 

what is right and what is good for everyone.

A man who would not allow circumstances or situations to discourage him,
 or when obstacles seemed to be overwheming, he would not give up.

A man, anointed with gifts, skills, and talent, equipping him to be able to handle most 
situations and challenges single-handed! A man who had a passion for practicing and 

preserving methods, traditions, and tactics that were
 used “to make a way out of no way” to survive. 

A man, who was amongst the pioneers with a vision, of securing the Butler–Baker school 
property, to restore and preserve the experiences, thoughts, and dreams of over 20,000 

students, teachers, and workers, the alumnus who formed the legacy of the Butler-Baker 
experience. Well done, my good and faithful friend!

To God be the glory for the things He has done, in and through your life.
 May you now rest in peace. Amen. 
Your friend forever, Bobby Parham

When I first met Melvin, I 
thought he was my uncle. He 
was so serious and mature. 

Later, I found out he was 
my cousin through family 
meetings. Then he became 

my friend, a close friend that 
I would do anything for. He 

showed me my Bishop heritage 
and strong bonds that can’t be 

broken. Bishop Strong!!
Stanley Wade, Waldorf MD

REFLECTION...
We wish to pay our respects to thank you for your friendship and the memories 

that we will forever hold. Sorrow fills our hearts, a sorrow that is deep and 
personal. We pay our respects to thank you for your friendship and the 

memories that we hold. We will always remember the first day our families 
met; you were all smiles, happy, and welcomed us with a kindred spirit that 

immediately made us feel connected like a family. You were an incredible soul, 
an amazing individual full of strength, love, care, and so much more. Through 
the years, you gave support to our family both near and far, always willing to 
lend a helping hand expecting nothing in return.  Your heart was like a pot of 
gold and your friendship was a blessing. We will carry you in our hearts and 

spirits until we meet again.
Jacob and Lethonia Bennekin and Family

All men strive to leave something positive and everlasting during their lifetime. As an 
uncle, you left a positive impression on me that will last forever. I will never forget your 
contagious laugh paired with your amazing grilling skills. You made me feel welcome 
in your home as if I was your own child, and I will be forever grateful for that. I truly 

appreciate the time spent within your presence. 
 
May the Lord support us all day long, till the shades lengthen and the evening comes, 
and the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then 

in his mercy, may he give us a safe lodging, a holy rest, and peace at last. Amen
Marvin Bishop

Hi, Annie, may the only true and living God Jehovah be with the family at this 

time. We’ll be praying for you and thinking about all of you.

Cousin Isaac and host of others thinking about you.

We will never forget Melvin’s kindness, hospitality and his famous quotes 

to certain situations: “Child please!”, “I guess not!”, “You dummy!”, “I will 

always remember Melvin, but most of all Jehovah God will remember Melvin 

by resurrecting him to life again in the near future, (Acts 24:15). Isaac, Marcia 

& Stephanie Ford, Miami, FL
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Celebr ating the Life & Legacy of

Melvin Lee Bishop
The Life of…
Today we celebrate the life of our beloved Mr. Melvin Lee Bishop. Sr. He was born in Putnam County, Georgia, on 
May 25, 1947, to the parentage of the late Matthew Bishop, Sr., and Pecoila Nichols Bishop. Melvin entered this 
life with a purpose; born the middle son of three boys, Melvin was determined to succeed and leave a mark on the 
world. Melvin peacefully retired to blessed eternal rest on Saturday, May 21, 2022. He was preceded in death by 
his parents and younger brother, Arthur L. Bishop.

Melvin was educated in the Putnam County public school system. In 1966, he graduated from Butler-Baker High 
School. On March 30, 1965, Melvin married the love of his life, Ms. Annie L Dennis. The Lord allowed them to 
spend 57 years together. God blessed this union with two children, Melvin Jr. and Jennifer.

At an early age, Melvin accepted Jesus Christ as his Savior, joining Jefferson Baptist Church in Eatonton, Georgia. 
As an adult, he joined Ebenezer Baptist Church where he was an active member of the adult Sunday School class, 
served over 50 years on the Deacon Board, started the Young Men for Christ (YMC), and founded the Agnes J. 
Jenkins Scholarship Program.

Melvin was originally employed by Georgia Power as a laborer in 1967. Through hard work and dedication, he 
advanced his career, holding positions such as coal equipment operator, tractor operator, locomotive operator, 
and finally reaching an executive position as a coal handling supervisor. He retired after 36 years of service.

His Lifelong Legacy...
At a young age, Melvin worked on the family farm of Cousin Grady and Jessie Mae Bailey. During this time, 
he received his knowledge of dairy and livestock farming. Continuing the processes of farming gained in 
childhood, Melvin founded African American Family Farmers, Inc. He actively served as national vice chairman 
of Community to Enhance Resources for Underserved Farmers (CERUF); organized the Georgia Chapter of Black 
Farmers and Agriculturist Association (BFAA); and was a Council for Agriculture Research, Extension, and 
Teaching (CARET) representative for Fort Valley State University in Fort Valley, Georgia.

Melvin was a political advocate for positive change. His passion for justice began in 1965 where he engaged in 
the civil rights movement at Tuskegee Institute in Alabama. He later joined the NAACP local branch chapter 
#5229 where he served for several years as the president. Melvin later pursued his political career by joining the 
Democratic Party and Board of Registrars. Melvin’s highest peak of his political experience was qualifying and 
placing third in the race for chairman of the Board of Commissioners.  

Melvin quite active in his community in service: former board member of Putnam General Hospital Authority; 
former president of Butler-Baker class of 1966; charter member and former vice president of the Butler-Baker 
Alumni Project, Inc.; member of Jefferson Sun Lodge #242; Prince Hall Jurisdiction of Georgia; Mason; Past 
Worshipful Master; Order of the Eastern Star; Superior Chapter #160; Past Worthy Patron; life member of both 
fraternal orders with over 50 years of service.

In later years, Melvin gained a new passion in youth enrichment by serving as a substitute teacher for Putnam 
County Board of Education. He had a unique way of reaching even the most challenged youth by emphasizing the 
importance of life skills, character-building, work ethics, and social skills. With all his lifelong endeavors, Melvin 
still found time for family, fishing, farming, hunting, and traveling. 

Loving memories of Melvin will continue to live in the hearts of: his devoted wife, Mrs. Annie Bishop of Eatonton, 
Georgia; son, Melvin Bishop, Jr. (Julia), of Greensboro, Georgia; daughter, Jennifer Bishop-Davis (Patrick) of 
Pooler, Georgia; brother, Matthew Bishop, Jr., of Eatonton, Georgia; aunt, Willie Kate Nelson of Eatonton, 
Georgia; two brothers-in-law, Dave Dennis, Jr., and Freddie Lee Humphries (Thelma), both Eatonton, Georgia; 
close cousins, Leila Mitchell of Hephzibah, Georgia, and Torris Baily (Ellen) of Tucker, Georgia; ten 
beautiful grandchildren; and a host of great-grandchildren, cousins, nieces, nephews, and friends.

Order of Service
Reverend W. J. Reid, Presiding

Prelude ................................................................................................................................................................................ Music

Processional ................................................................................................................................Ministers, Family, and Friends

Selection.........................................................................................................................................................Elder Cecil Kilgore
New Life Outreach Christian Center

Prayer .....................................................................................................................................................Minister Bobby Parham

Scripture Reading
    Old Testament.............................................Joshua 24:15 .................................................................. Reverend Joseph Baines
    New Testament........................................II Timothy 4:6-8 .............................................................Minister Katherine Ware

Selection.........................................................................................................................................................Elder Cecil Kilgore
New Life Outreach Christian Center

Resolutions/Proclamations ................................................................................................................. Ebenezer Baptist Church
                                                                                                                                                                       Masonic Lodge Jefferson Sun #242

Butler-Baker Alumni Project, Inc.

Solo ............................................................................................................................................................. Sister Nita Crawford 
Ebenezer Baptist Church

Eulogy ..........................................................................................................................................Reverend Matthew Dennis, Jr. 

Acknowledgements............................................................................................................................Hurt’s Funeral Home Staff

Recessional .................................................................................................................................Ministers, Family, and Friends

Interment
Eastside Eatonton Cemetery

129 Hogan Boulevard
Eatonton, Georgia 31024

Repast
Butler-Baker School

Legacy Hall Auditorium
403 Alice Walker Drive

Eatonton, Georgia 31024
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