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‘The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not
want. He maketh me to lie down in
green pastures: he leadeth me beside the
still waters. He restoreth my soul: he
leadeth me in the paths of righteousness
for his name's sake. Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil: for thou art
with me; thy rod and thy staff they
comfort me. Thou preparest a table
before me in the presence of mine
enemies: thou anointest my head with
oil; my cup runneth over. Surely
goodness and mercy shall follow me all
the days of my life: and I will dwell in the
house of the LORD for ever.

Mary Ann Cole Ford Cunningham of Sherwood, AR passed
away Sunday, January 3, 2021. She was born July 8, 1937 in
Ruston, LA to James Fred “Chief” Cole and Mary lzez Moncrief
Cole. She was raised in El Dorado, Arkansas, graduated from El
Dorado High School in 1955, briefly attended Louisiana Tech and
graduated from Southern State College in Magnolia, Arkansas in
1963 with a BSA in Education.

She is preceded in death by her parents and a son Thomas
Edward “Ned” Cunningham. She is survived by her husband
Thomas E. Cunningham of 55 years, son James Gary Ford of
Junction City, Arkansas, grandson Steven James (Kelsey) Ford
of Beebe, AR, granddaughter Laura Ann (Josh) Wagner of North
Little Rock, brother James Fred Cole of Broken Arrow, OK. Also
survived by sisters-in-law Terry (Tom) Reinagel, Anne (Bill)
Awald, Marge Cunningham, brother-in-law Patrick (Cheryl) all of
Buffalo, New York. Sisters-in-law Marie Kendall of Palm Harbor,
FL and Carol (Tim) Robinson of Athens, GA and numerous nieces
and nephews.

Mary Ann taught second grade at Little Rock Air Force Base
Elementary for 5 years and second grade at Seventh Street
Elementary for 16 years. After spending 21 years in the
classroom, she was a volunteer aide to the Recovery Room
Secretary at Arkansas Children’s Hospital, followed by two years
as Operating Room Scheduling Secretary. She was then
employed by the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences at
ACH Orthopedic Office as Secretary/Receptionist for ten years
retiring in 2003.

Mrs. Cunningham was an active member in NLR First United
Methodist Church serving as United Methodist Women Unit
President 2009-2010, member and co-ordinator of UMW Jo Cruse
Circle and a long-standing member of Lakewood UMC Circle #4
then Mary/Martha Circle.

Mary Ann was active in a number of organizations including
Life Member National Education Association, Teachers Sorority
Pi Chapter Alpha Delta Kappa, Life Member Arkansas Children’s
Hospital Auxiliary, Church Women United: Past State Secretary,
past State Treasurer, past Central AR North Unit President and
Central AR North Unit Treasurer & Ecumenical Celebrations Co-
ordinator. She had a host of friends and Sisters in Christ.

She loved to travel, watch movies, TV westerns, basketball,
football and baseball World Series games.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to First United
Methodist Church, 6701 JFK Blvd., North Little Rock or charity of
your choice.
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