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   Mary Ann Cole Ford Cunningham of  Sherwood,  AR passed
away Sunday,  January 3,  2021.  She was born Ju ly  8,  1937 in
Ruston,  LA to  James Fred “Chief ”  Cole and Mary Izez Moncr ie f
Cole.  She was ra ised in  El  Dorado,  Arkansas,  graduated f rom El
Dorado High School  in  1955,  br ie f ly  a t tended Louis iana Tech and
graduated f rom Southern State Col lege in  Magnol ia ,  Arkansas in
1963 wi th  a BSA in  Educat ion.  
    She is  preceded in  death by her  parents  and a son Thomas
Edward “Ned”  Cunningham. She is  surv ived by her  husband
Thomas E.  Cunningham of  55 years,  son James Gary Ford of
Junct ion Ci ty ,  Arkansas,  grandson Steven James (Kelsey)  Ford
of  Beebe,  AR,  granddaughter  Laura Ann (Josh)  Wagner  of  Nor th
L i t t le  Rock,  brother  James Fred Cole of  Broken Arrow,  OK.  Also
surv ived by s is ters- in- law Terry  (Tom) Reinagel ,  Anne (Bi l l )
Awald,  Marge Cunningham, brother- in- law Patr ick  (Chery l )  a l l  o f
Buf fa lo ,  New York.  S is ters- in- law Mar ie  Kendal l  o f  Palm Harbor ,
FL and Caro l  (T im) Robinson of  Athens,  GA and numerous n ieces
and nephews.
    Mary Ann taught  second grade at  L i t t le  Rock Ai r  Force Base
Elementary for  5  years and second grade at  Seventh Street
Elementary for  16 years.  Af ter  spending 21 years in  the
c lassroom, she was a vo lunteer  a ide to  the Recovery Room
Secretary  at  Arkansas Chi ldren’s  Hospi ta l ,  fo l lowed by two years
as Operat ing Room Schedul ing Secretary .  She was then
employed by the Univers i ty  o f  Arkansas for  Medica l  Sc iences at
ACH Orthopedic  Of f ice as Secretary /Recept ion is t  for  ten years
ret i r ing in  2003.
     Mrs.  Cunningham was an act ive member in  NLR Fi rs t  Uni ted
Methodis t  Church serv ing as Uni ted Methodis t  Women Uni t
Pres ident  2009-2010,  member and co-ord inator  o f  UMW Jo Cruse
Circ le  and a long-standing member of  Lakewood UMC Circ le  #4
then Mary/Martha Ci rc le .
    Mary Ann was act ive in  a  number of  organizat ions inc lud ing
Li fe  Member Nat ional  Educat ion Associat ion,  Teachers Soror i ty
Pi  Chapter  A lpha Del ta  Kappa,  L i fe  Member Arkansas Chi ldren’s
Hospi ta l  Auxi l iary ,  Church Women Uni ted:  Past  State Secretary ,
past  State Treasurer ,  past  Centra l  AR Nor th Uni t  Pres ident  and
Centra l  AR Nor th Uni t  Treasurer  & Ecumenica l  Celebrat ions Co-
ord inator .  She had a host  o f  f r iends and Sis ters  in  Chr is t .    
    She loved to  t ravel ,  watch movies,  TV westerns,  basketbal l ,
footbal l  and basebal l  Wor ld  Ser ies games.
    In  l ieu of  f lowers,  memor ia ls  may be made to  F i rs t  Uni ted
Methodis t  Church,  6701 JFK Blvd. ,  Nor th L i t t le  Rock or  char i ty  o f
your  choice.

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not

want.  He maketh me to lie down in

green pastures: he leadeth me beside the

still waters.  He restoreth my soul: he

leadeth me in the paths of righteousness

for his name's sake.  Yea, though I walk

through the valley of the shadow of

death, I will fear no evil: for thou art

with me; thy rod and thy staff they

comfort me.  Thou preparest a table

before me in the presence of mine

enemies: thou anointest my head with

oil; my cup runneth over.  Surely

goodness and mercy shall follow me all

the days of my life: and I will dwell in the

house of the LORD for ever.


