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     The family wishes to express a special word of thanks to the caring staff of
Fox Ridge Assisted Living in North Little Rock and Viki from Hospice Home Care
for the compassionate care they shared with our loved one in his final days.  
     In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Second Baptist Church,
222 East 8th Street, Little Rock, AR 72202, or to the Lewy Body Dementia
Association, 912 Killian Hill Road, S.W., Lilburn, GA 30047 or online at Honor &
Memorial Gifts | Lewy Body Dementia Association.



     G lenn Paul  Norr is  was  born  January  17 ,  1947  near  Bennington,
Oklahoma,  to  Glenn M.  and Ef f ie  (Mead)  Norr is ,  and depar ted  th is  l i fe
August  27 ,  2020  a t  age  73 .   H is  preschool  years  were  spent  on  a  farm.  
 However ,  a t  age  5  he  and h is  fami ly  began moving around the  Uni ted
States  due  to  h is  fa ther  fo l lowing jobs  in  a i rcra f t  engineer ing .   They  moved
about  once  a  year  to  such p laces  as  For t  Wor th ,  TX;  B i rmingham,  AL;
Wichi ta ,  KS;  Sa l t  Lake  Ci ty ,  UT;  and Mar ie t ta ,  GA.   I t  was  in  Mar ie t ta  that
they  found a  be loved home dur ing  a l l  G lenn’s  h igh  school  years .   He
re turned home to  Oklahoma for  co l lege  and obta ined a  Bachelor ’s  degree  in
Engl ish  wi th  minors  in  French and His tory  f rom Southeastern  Oklahoma
State  Univers i ty  in  Durant ,  OK.   
     G lenn p laced h is  fa i th  in  Jesus  Chr is t  a t  age  7 .   That  dec is ion  was the
guid ing  l ight  o f  h is  l i fe ,  lead ing  h im to  fee l  a  ca l l  to  min is t ry  in  h igh
school .   He  graduated  wi th  a  Master  o f  D iv in i ty  degree  in  1973  f rom
Southwestern  Bapt is t  Theolog ica l  Seminary  in  F t .  Wor th ,  TX,  whi le
pastor ing  a  smal l  church  in  Caney ,  OK.   In  1986  he  rece ived  h is  Doctor  o f
Min is t ry  degree  f rom Southern  Bapt is t  Theolog ica l  Seminary  in  Louisv i l le ,
KY.
     I t  was  a t  Southwestern  Seminary  on  September  1 ,  1972  that  he  met  Greta
Kaye  Beck  of  Harr ison,  AR,  who became the  love  o f  h is  l i fe .   On May 12 ,
1973  they  were  un i ted  in  marr iage ,  and spent  47  joyous and adventurous
years  together .   Some of  the i r  fondest  memor ies  are  o f  the i r  many t rave ls
across  the  U .S . ,  v is i t ing  46  s ta tes  and many nat iona l  and s ta te  parks  whi le
indulg ing  Glenn’s  love  o f  cowboys and h is tory ,  and Greta ’s  love  o f  nature
and an imals .   G lenn a lways  had an  in tense  fondness  for  the  Old  West ,  and
an ab id ing  love  o f  o ld  movies ,  o ld  cars ,  and books  of  many types ,  f rom
theologica l  to  Westerns ,  myster ies ,  and h is tory .
     Upon meet ing ,  G lenn and Greta  qu ick ly  found they  shared  a  pass ion  for
“p ioneer  miss ions”  (p lant ing  and growing new churches) ,  espec ia l ly  in  the
Southwestern  U .S .   God f i rs t  opened a  door  for  them to  he lp  grow the
recent ly  es tab l ished Footh i l ls  Southern  Bapt is t  Miss ion  in  Yuma,  AZ,  where
they  spent  s ix  very  fu l f i l l ing  years  ( inc lud ing  the  b i r th  o f  the i r  daughter ,
Rebecca . )   The  min is t ry  then  took  them to  pastor  the  Southern  Bapt is t
Church of  Bedford ,  IN ,  for  5  years  (where  the i r  son Dav id  was  born) ;  to
L incoln  St reet  Bapt is t  Church in  Mt .  P leasant ,  IA ,  for  4  years ,  where  Glenn
was named “Ci rcu i t  R id ing  Church P lanter”  by  the  Iowa Bapt is t  Convent ion
and led  numerous s ta te  miss ion  endeavors;  to  C lear  Lake  Bapt is t  Church in
Bly thev i l le ,  AR,  for  6  years ;  and f ina l ly  to  L i t t le  Rock ,  AR,  in  1993 ,  where
Glenn he ld  two shor t  pastora tes .
     G lenn of ten  s ta ted  that  the  most  meaningfu l  t imes of  h is  min is t ry  were
spent  serv ing  those  dea l ing  wi th  i l lness ,  dy ing ,  and gr ie f .   In  January  1996
God opened a  most  wonder fu l  door  in to  hospi ta l  chapla incy  a t  Bapt is t
Hea l th  Systems,  where  Glenn spent  20  spec ia l  years  that  he  considered  the
pinnac le  o f  h is  career .   The  major i ty  o f  that  t ime was spent  a t  Bapt is t
Hea l th  Spr inghi l l  in  Nor th  L i t t le  Rock ,  w i th  s ta f f  and coworkers  whom he
considered  h is  “second fami ly” .   He  re t i red  in  2016  due  to  hea l th  issues .
     G lenn was preceded in  death  by  h is  parents ,  G lenn and Ef f ie  Norr is .  
 G lenn is  surv ived  by  h is  wi fe ,  Greta ,  o f  the  home in  Sherwood,  AR;  one
daughter ,  Rebecca  Norr is ,  o f  Ph i lade lph ia ,  PA;  and one  son,  Dav id  Glenn
Norr is ,  o f  Chicago,  IL .   Both  ch i ldren  were  the  l ight  o f  h is  l i fe  and h is
proudest  accompl ishment .   He  is  a lso  surv ived  by  one  s is ter ,  Byrd ie
Walden,  o f  Temple ,  TX;  severa l  n ieces ,  nephews and great -n ieces  and
nephews,  a l l  o f  Texas;  p lus  numerous other  re la t ives  and f r iends  scat tered
across  the  Uni ted  Sta tes .   

The LORD is my shepherd;

 I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

He leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: 

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness 

for His name's sake. 

 Yea, though I walk through the valley 

of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me;

 Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me 

 Thou preparest a table before me 

in the presence of mine enemies: 

thou anointest my head with oil; 

my cup runneth over. 

 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life: 

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.


