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OBITUARY
MARY ELIZABETH SAUNDERS MARSHALL 

Mary Elizabeth Saunders Marshall, 92, departed this life, peacefully as she slept, 
Thursday, December 19, 2019, at Sinai Plaza Rehabilitation Center & Nursing Care, 
in Miami, FL.

Born April 28, 1927, Mary was educated by Miami-Dade public schools.  She was 
employed as a toy maker at Remco Industries in Newark, NJ. She worked as a 
railroad employee for Florida East Coast Railway in Miami, Florida.  She was also 
a home care aide and an ardent homemaker. Mary was a member of the Saint 
Elizabeth Chapter of the Episcopal Church Women Guild. A pet owner for most of 
her life, Mary loved caring for animals. 

Mary was known by her family as “Granny”, “Grandma”, and “Miss Mary”, all of which 
she thoroughly enjoyed. To remember her loving, caring, funny, thoughtful, and wise 
nature, she is survived by her devoted granddaughter, Adrienne Patrice Whitaker 
(formerly Marshall-Thomas); her loving sister, Louise Saunders Upshaw; devoted 
nieces and nephews, Ramona “Mona” Rahmings, Laura Rahmings Johnson, Samuel 
“Sam” Rahmings and Jerry Saunders Jr., devoted grandnieces and grandnephews, 
Tammy Riles Montgomery, Kenya Rahmings Jones (Jonathan), Tawanda Rahmings, 
Robert Riles, Jr., Todd Riles, Kevin Riles (Adrienne), Sean Rahmings, a host of 
great-grandnieces and great-grandnephews, and numerous family members in the 
Bahamas and Florida.  She also leaves behind three devoted friends, Mildred Byrd, 
Barbara Smith, and Agnes Gibbs, who assisted with her care. Mary was preceded 
in death by her husband, Robert Marshall, daughter Christine Elizabeth Marshall-
Thomas, and brothers Jerry Saunders and Sidney Albury.  The family thanks her 
nursing care assistant, Esther Vazquez, for the loving care and companionship she 
provided “Miss Mary”. The family also extends gratitude to the parishioners and 
staff of The Church of the Incarnation in Miami and Revered Roberta Knowles for 
your guidance during our time of bereavement. And we express appreciation to the 
Saint Elizabeth Chapter of the Episcopal Church Women Guild for your support and 
assistance.

 “Rest Eternal Grant Unto Her, O Lord



And Let Light Perpetual Shine Upon Her”

THE ORDER OF SERVICE

The congregation stands as the procession begins

THE RECEPTION OF THE BODY
With faith in Jesus Christ, we receive and bless the body of our sister Mary 
Elizabeth for burial.  St. Paul writes:  All of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death.  By baptism into his death we were buried together 
with him, so that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
we too might live a new life.  For if we have been united with him by likeness to his 
death, so shall we be united with him by likeness to his resurrection. 

On the day of her baptism Mary Elizabeth, put on Christ.  In the day of Christ’s 
coming, may she be clothed with glory.

The Pall is placed over the coffin. The Celebrant says:

THE OPENING SENTENCES

All stand, the following anthems are said as the body is borne into the church.  
              
I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. Whoever has faith in me shall have 
life, even though he die.  And everyone who has life, and has committed himself to 
me in faith, shall not die for ever.

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives and that at the last he will stand upon 
the earth. After my awaking, he will raise me up; and in my body I shall see God. I 
myself shall see, and my eyes behold him who is my friend and not a stranger.

For none of us has life in himself, and none becomes his own master when he dies. 
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord, and if we die, we die in the Lord. So, 
then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s possession.

Happy from now on are those who die in the Lord! So it is, says the Spirit,
for they rest from their labors.

Remain standing



Opening Hymn…………………………………………………….Amazing Grace

Amazing grace!  How sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!  
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see.

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed!

The Lord has promised good to me, His word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.

Through many dangers, toils and snares, I have already come; 
‘Tis grace that brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun;
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we first begun

Remain standing

THE SALUTATION AND COLLECTS 
The Celebrant then says

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Celebrant:   Let us pray.

Celebrant:  O God, who by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ destroyed 
death, and brought life and immortality to light: Grant that your servant Mary, being 
raised with him, may know the strength of his presence, and rejoice in his eternal 
glory; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.                                                                       
People:  Amen.

Celebrant:  Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our understanding: Deal 
graciously with Mary’s family and friends in their grief. Surround them with your 
love, that they may not be overwhelmed by their loss, but have confidence in your 
goodness, and strength to meet the days to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People:  Amen.

Be seated.



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

The Old Testament Reading…………………………………Job 19: 21-27 

Lector:  A reading from the Book of Job 
Have pity on me, have pity on me, O you my friends, for the hand of God has 
touched me!  Why do you, like God, pursue me, never satisfied with my flesh?   ‘O 
that my words were written down! O that they were inscribed in a book!  O that with 
an iron pen and with lead they were engraved on a rock for ever!   For I know that 
my Redeemer lives, and that at the last he will stand upon the earth; and after my 
skin has been thus destroyed, then in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see on 
my side, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.

(Pause)

Lector:  The Word of the Lord.                                                                    
People:  Thanks be to God.

The Response………..………………………………………………Psalm 23:1-6

Lector: A reading from the Psalms of David
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
He leads me beside still waters; He restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for 
his name’s sake.  Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for 
you are with me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me. You prepare a table 
before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I 
shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long. 

(Pause)

Lector:  The Word of the Lord.                                                                    
People:  Thanks be to God.

The Epistle……………………………………………………..Revelation 21:2-7

Lector:  A reading from the Revelation to John

And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying, ‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no 



more, for the first things have passed away.’ And the one who was seated on the 
throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for these 
words are trustworthy and true.’ 6Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift 
from the spring of the water of life. 7Those who conquer will inherit these things, 
and I will be their God and they will be my children. (Pause)

Lector:  The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn……………….……………………………..How Great Thou Art 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder; consider all the worlds thy hand has 
made. I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, Thy power throughout the universe 
displayed.

[Refrain]
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee: How great Thou are, 
how great Thou art. Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee:
How great Thou are, how great Thou art.

When through the woods and forest glades I wander; and hear the birds sing sweetly 
in the trees.  When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, and hear the brook 
and feel the gentle breeze.  [Refrain]

The Gospel.……………………………………………….……….……John 5:24-27 
Gospeller:  The Lord be with you.                                                                
People:      And also with you.                                                                      
Gospeller:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John             
People:      Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life, and does not come under judgement, but has passed from death to life. 
‘Very truly, I tell you, the hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. For just as the Father has 
life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself; and he has 
given him authority to execute judgement, because he is the Son of Man. (Pause)

Gospeller:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People:     Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sequence Hymn………..…………………………How Great Thou Art (3-4)



And when I think of God his Son not spearing; sent him to die, I scarce can take it 
in, that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing;
He bled and died to take away by sin. [Refrain] 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation; and take me home, what joy shall 
fill my heart!  Then I shall bow in humble adoration,
And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art. [Refrain] 

The Homily……………………………………..……Reverend Bobbie Knowles 
                         Silence is kept for a few moments of prayer

THE APOSTLES CREED 

All stand

Celebrant:  In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim
                 our faith as we say together The Apostles’ Creed:

Celebrant and People

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.     
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE INTERCESSION 

Lector:   For our sister Mary, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said,
             “I am Resurrection and I am Life.”
Lector:   Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to
              us who mourn for Mary, and dry the tears of those who weep.
People:   Hear us, Lord.



Lector:   You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our
               sorrow.
People:   Hear us, Lord.

Lector:   You raised the dead to life; give to our sister Mary, eternal life.                      
People:   Hear us, Lord.

Lector:   You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our sister 
             to the joys of heaven.
People:   Hear us, Lord.

Lector:   Our sister Mary, was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy
             Spirit; give her fellowship with all your saints.
People:   Hear us, Lord.

Lector:   She was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant her a place at 
             the table in your heavenly kingdom.
People:   Hear us, Lord.

Lector:   Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our sister, Mary; let
              our faith be our consolation, and eternal life our hope.
 
Silence may be kept.
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding prayer 

Celebrant:  Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to you our sister Mary, who was    
reborn by water and the Spirit in Holy Baptism. Grant that her death may recall to 
us your victory over death, and be an occasion for us to renew our trust in your 
Father’s love. Give us, we pray, the faith to follow where you have led the way; and 
where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, to the ages of ages.                                                                                                     
People:  Amen. 

THE PEACE

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:      And also with you.
Celebrant:  Let us greet one another with the peace of God.

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE:
Celebrant:  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, 
                   an offering and sacrifice to God.  Ephesians 5:2. 



Offertory Hymn……………………………………..….……Blessed Assurance

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine!  Heir of salvation, 
purchased of God, Born of His spirit, washed in His blood.

[Refrain]
This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long.  This 
is my Story, this is my song, Praising my Savior, all the day long.

Perfect submission, perfect delight, Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; Angels 
descending, bring from above, echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  [Refrain]

Perfect submission, all is at rest, I and my Savoir am happy and blest. Watching and 
waiting, looking above, Filled with His goodness, lost I His love. [Refrain]

THE DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                          
                                        

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  
Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts.   
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Presentation Hymn…………………………………….Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, there is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not, as Thou has been Thou forever 
will be.

[Refrain]
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! Morning by morning 
new mercies I see; all I have need of Thy hand has provided,  great is Thy 
faithfulness, Lord unto me!

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, sun, moon and stars in their 
courses above, join with all nature in manifold witness, to Thy great faithfulness, 
mercy and love.  [Refrain]

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, Thine own dear presence to cheer and to 
guide; strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine, with ten 
thousand beside!  [Refrain]



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:  EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A

Celebrant:    The Lord be with you.
People:   And also with you.
Celebrant:    Life up your hearts.
People:     We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:     It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord; who rose victorious from the dead, and comforts us with the blessed hope of 
everlasting life. 

For to your faithful people, O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and when our mortal 
body lies in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the heavens.

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name:

Celebrant and People

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might;
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.               
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.  Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die 
as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.”



After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that 
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever.                                                                                                        
People:  Amen.

Celebrant:  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Silence is Kept



Celebrant:     Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People:        Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia!

AGNUS DEI 

Celebrant:    Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,                     
People:   have mercy on us.
Celebrant:    Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,                     
People:   have mercy on us.
Celebrant:    Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,                    
People:   grant us your peace

After the anthem, the Celebrant says:

Celebrant:  My brothers and sisters in Christ draw near and receive His 
                 Body which He gave for you, and His Blood, which He shed  
                 for you.  Remember that Christ died for you, and feed on Him 
                 in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

People:  Grant us, gracious Lord, that we may so eat the flesh of 
               your dear Son Jesus Christ and drink His blood, that we 
               may evermore dwell in Him and He in us.  Amen.

COMMUNION HYMNS
Taken from Lift Every Voice And sing

Used by permission – CCLI License # 11004214

Lead Me, Guide Me

[Refrain]
Lead me, guide me, along the way; for if You lead me, I cannot stray.
Lord, let me walk each day with Thee. Lead me, Oh Lord, lead me.

I am weak, and I need Thy strength and power; to help me over my weakest hour;  
help me through the darkness Thy face to see. 
Lead me, Oh Lord, lead me.  [Refrain]

Help me tread in the paths of righteousness, be my aid when satan and sin oppress; 
I am putting all my trust in Thee.  Lead me Oh Lord, lead me. [Refrain]

I am lost if you take your hand from me; I am blind without thy light to see; 
Lord, just always let me thy servant be, lead me Oh Lord, lead me. [Refrain]



Just As I Am 

Just as I am, without one plea, but that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, and waiting not, to rid my soul of one dark blot,
To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, though tossed about, with many a conflict, many a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; sight, riches, healing of the mind,
Yea, all I need in Thee to find, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because Thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am, Thy love unknown, hath broken every barrier down;
Now, to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am, of that free love, the breadth, length, depth, and height to prove,
Here for a season, then above, O Lamb of God, I come, I come!

Come By Here, My Lord

Come by here, my Lord, come by here.
Come by here, my Lord, come by here.
Come by here, my Lord, come by here. Oh Lord, come by here.

Someone needs you, Lord, come by here.
Someone needs you, Lord, come by here.
Someone needs you, Lord, come by here. Oh Lord, come by here.

Someone’s cryin’, Lord, come by here.
Someone’s cryin’, Lord, come by here.
Someone’s cryin’, Lord, come by here.  Oh, Lord, come by here.

Someone’s prayin’, Lord, come by here.
Someone’s prayin’, Lord, come by here.
Someone’s prayin’, Lord, come by here.  Oh, Lord, come by here.

Kum Ba Yah, my Lord, come by here.
Kum Ba Yah, my Lord, come by here.
Kum Ba Yah, my Lord, come by here.  Oh, Lord, come by here.



POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Kneel, Celebrant & people pray together

Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with 
the spiritual food and drink of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus 
Christ, and have given us a foretaste of your heavenly banquet. Grant that 
this Sacrament may be to us a comfort in affliction, and a pledge of our 
inheritance in that kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow nor 
crying, but the fullness of joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ 
our Savior. Amen.

Hymn……………………………………………………... Sweet, Sweet Spirit 

There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, and I know that I know that it’s the Spirit 
of the LORD.  There are sweet expressions on each face, And I know they feel the 
presence of the LORD.

[Refrain]
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet Heavenly Dove, stay right here with us, filling 
us with your love.  And for these blessings, we lift our hearts in praise; 
without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived when we shall 
leave this place.

There are blessings you cannot receive, till I known Him in His fullness, and believe.  
You’re the one to profit when you say, “I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” 
[Refrain] 

If you say He saved you from your sin,  Now you’re weak, you’re bound, and cannot 
enter in, you can make it right if you can yield; You’ll enjoy the Holy Spirit that we 
feel. [Refrain]
 
Remain standing

AT THE COMMENDATION 

The Celebrant and other priests take their places at the body.



Celebrant:  Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 
People:     where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, 
                  but life everlasting.
Celebrant:  You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and 
                 we are mortal, formed of the earth, and to earth shall we return. 
                 For so did you ordain when you created me, saying, “You are 
                 dust, and to dust you shall return.” All of us go down to the 
                 dust; yet even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia,
                 alleluia.

Celebrant:  Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 
People:   where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, 
                but life everlasting.

The Celebrant facing the body says:

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Mary.   Acknowledge, 
we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a 
sinner of your own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your mercy, into the 
blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in 
light. 
People:  Amen.

Remain standing as this musical rendition is played honoring the life of our loved one. 

THE FANFARE FOR THE COMMOM MAN

Hymn…………………………………………………… It Is Well with My Soul

When peace like a river, attendeth my way, when sorrows like seas billows roll; 
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, It is well, it is well, with my soul.
[Refrain]

It I well, it is well with my soul.  It is well, it is well with my soul!

Though satan should buffet, though trials should come, let this blest assurance 
control, that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, and has shed His own blood 
for my soul! [Refrain]

My sin, oh the bliss of the glorious thought, my sin not in part, but the whole, 
Is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more, praise the Lord, praise the Lord O my 
soul! [Refrain]



And, Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight, the clouds be rolled back as 
a scroll,  the trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend,  
“Even so” it is well with my soul! [Refrain]

THE BLESSING

Celebrant:  May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God and of God’s Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  And the blessing of God Almighty, who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be 
with you and remain with you now and forever. 
People:  Amen.

As the body is borne from the church, these anthems are said.
 
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, 
and giving life to those in the tomb.
The Sun of Righteousness is gloriously risen, giving light to 
those who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death.
The Lord will guide our feet into the way of peace, having 
taken away the sin of the world.
Christ will open the kingdom of heaven to all who believe in 
his Name, saying, Come, O blessed of my Father; inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you.
Into paradise may the angels lead you. At your coming may the                                     
martyrs receive you, and bring you into the holy city Jerusalem.

THE COMMITTAL

The following anthem is said

Everyone the Father gives to me will come to me; I will never turn away anyone who 
believes in me.

He who raised Jesus Christ from the dead will also give new life to our mortal bodies 
through his indwelling Spirit.

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope.

You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your 
right hand are pleasures for evermore.



Then, while earth is cast upon the coffin, the Celebrant says these words

In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, we commend to Almighty God our sister Mary Elizabeth, and we commit her 
body to the ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. The Lord bless her 
and keep her, the Lord make his face to shine upon her and be gracious to her, the 
Lord lift up his countenance upon her and give her peace. 
People:  Amen.

The Celebrant says
 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Celebrant:  Let us pray.

Celebrant and People:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Then is said 

Celebrant:  Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord;
People:     And let light perpetual shine upon her.
Celebrant:  May her soul, and the souls of all the departed, through the
                 mercy of God, rest in peace. 
People:     Amen.

The Celebrant dismisses the people with these words

Celebrant:  The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant: 
Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-
pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever.
People:  Amen.
Celebrant:    Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People:   The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
Celebrant:    Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People:       Thanks be to God.



 



OUR GRATITUDE FOR THOSE PARTICIPATIING

 
MINISTERS

Officiating, Gospeller & Preacher
The Reverend Bobbie Knowles, Rector

Parish Musician
Reverend James Bell

LECTORS

The Old Testament: Job 19:21-27a – Ramona Rahmings Exum 
The Response - Psalm: 23:1-6 – Adrienne Patrice Whitaker

The Epistle: Revelation 21:2-7 – Kevin Riles 
Intercession: William Anderson

OBLATION BEARERS

Ramona Rahmings Exum ~ Adrienne Patrice Whitaker ~ Kevin Riles 

CHALICE BEARERS 

William Anderson ~ Warren Duty 

Masters of Ceremony 

William Anderson & Warren Duty

ACTIVE PALLBEARERS

Kevin Riles ~ Todd Riles ~ Todd Riles Jr. ~ Kenneth Montgomery Jr. 



HONORARY PALLBEARERS

April Birthday Club
St. Elizabeth’s Chapter - DOK

THE VESTRY

Mr. Louis Powell Jr., Senior Warden ~ Mr. Dudley Parker, Junior Warden
Mrs. Cynthia Burroughs, Treasurer ~ Ms. Andrea Walker, Clerk

Mr. Cornelius Allen ~ Mr. William (Bill) Anderson ~ Mrs. Ruby Cleare
Ms. Marsha W. James ~ Mr. Theodore Johnson ~ Dr. Kathy Wyche Latimore                                                 

Ms. Joyann E. Major ~ Mr. Derrell Parker  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Whittington B. Johnson, Ph. D., Senior Warden Emeritus
Mr. Dana Moss Sr., Assistant Treasurer

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Church of the Incarnation is a community of believers whose mission is to restore all people 
to unity with God and each other in Christ, and seeks through the ministry of its membership, to 
carry out this mission as it prays and worships, proclaims the Gospel and promotes justice, peace 

and love.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Director
(Funeral Arrangements)

Hall, Ferguson, Hewitt Mortuary
1901 N. W. 54th Street – Miami, Florida 33142

305-633-0688 – www.hfhmortuary.com

INTERNMENT

Southern Memorial
15000 West Dixie Highway

REPAST

Immediately following the Burial  
J. Kenneth Major Parish Hall
Church of the Incarnation

1835 N. W. 54th Street – Miami, Florida 33142 


