
SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS    

Death Benefit 

When you die, whether still working or retired, a lump sum of $255 is payable to a surviving spouse 
who is living with you at the time of death.  If you don’t have a spouse living with you, then payment 
may be made to a spouse or children who are immediately eligible for monthly benefits based on your 
earnings record.  Otherwise, the benefit is not payable.   To facilitate receiving Social Security benefits, 
your survivor will need: 

1. Marriage Certificate 
2. Birth Certificate of applicant 
3. Birth Certificate of the deceased 
4. Birth Certificate of minor children 

5. Social Security number of the deceased 
6. Social Security number of spouse 
7. Death Certificate 
8. W-2 Form or Schedule “C” 

Survivor’s Benefits 

If an insured dies, the widow, dependant widower, children and dependent parents of that person may 
be eligible for monthly survivor’s benefits.  To receive a free booklet detailing survivor’s benefits, 
contact the Social Security Administration. 

To be sure your Social Security payroll deductions have been properly credited to your account; you 
should request a statement for the Social Security Administration every three years.  If an error occurs 
in your records, it must be corrected within 39 months.  If it isn’t, it could affect the amount that you 
receive monthly upon retirement.  To receive a free statement of your earnings covered by Social 
Security and your estimated future benefits, call the Social Security Administration. 

*Note: Social Security Administration toll free number is 1-800-772-1213 

The Death of a Beneficiary 

When a person who receives Social Security benefits dies, no benefit is payable for the month of 
death.  That means if the person died any time in July, for example the check dated August 3 (which is 
payment for July) should be returned, unless the check is made out jointly to a husband and wife.  In 
that case, the survivor can bring the check to the Social Security office to have the payee information 
changed. 

If the person’s benefits were being deposited directly into a financial institution, the financial 
institution should also be notified of the death as soon as possible.  It will return any payments 
received after death. 

VETERANS BENEFITS 
Veteran survivors are entitled to receive various benefits, depending upon the status of the service 
person.  The Veterans Administration offers a free pamphlet entitled “Summary of Department of 
Veterans Affairs Benefits.”  To receive this pamphlet or to obtain any other veteran information, 
contact the U.S. Department of Veteran Administration at 1-800-827-1000. 


