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r=rvm the Vresidents Vesk 

Happy October Boys and Ghouls 

A favorite month to many funeral directors. 

We love Halloween and everything spooky. 

On behalf of the ACFDA, we would like to thank everyone who 

attended the 125th Anniversary party on the Gateway Clipper. 

It was great to see such a good turnout of 

students, newly licensed directors, long time funeral directors, 

members of the PFDA, and business associates. 

Just a reminder or two for the month .... 

We have on Wednesday, October 27th, 2021 at 4:30pm 

a General Membership Meeting at 

Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science 

Mr. Michael Bums will teach a two credit class on 

Restorative Art Remembering the Basics. 

We will also have short introductions from local nonprofits addressing ways to 

support the families we serve. 

** From 4-4:30pm there will be drinks and appetizers** 

P.S. It's also Pat McGowan's birthday, maybe we will sing to him 

Also details will be announced soon for our annual Holiday Social, 

we will be looking for sponsors. 

���� 

LeeAnn Sherman 

President 

Allegheny County Funeral Directors Association 
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What do you get when you cross Columbus Day 
with Halloween ? 

September riddle answer : Jason
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From the Board Room





HAVEN LINE INDlJS I RIES 

OVER I 00 YEARS OF DELI VERING 

FAIR PRICING, QUALITY & SERVICE 

Thank you for your support as we 

serve your Funeral Homes with 

STRAIGHTFORWARD BUSINESS 

RESPECT & INTEGRITY 

AMERICAN VALUES 

�Ll. H\',,8,J � OlvPAN(, lf\C 

Ch.uvaA � 0JP 

M:m:B1UE PA T�-SrATE OSl'RBJnCJ,J & 9-oNmv1 

GIVE US A CALL TO COME AND VISIT OUR SHOV\iROOM! 

JIM�, DISTRIBUTION MANAGER 

DON STRATHMANN, SALES MANAGER 

HARRY RI SHER 

GRANT HENKEL 

H:ff)/ro)0\19(}J 

M:rttl.. 0\19(},J 

1-888-228-1363

724-816-4938

412-580-9208

412-491-8120

412-400-6293
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ACFDA Announcements

Paul R. Ajak, III
Rosemarie Carfagna Au
John N. Bauer

Daniel F. Bekavac, Jr.
Lawrence H. Bock
Steven M. Bones
WWayne Collins

Clarence E. Connors
Dustin A. DAlessandro
Kevin Drobish

Shelby D. Ferguson II
Fara Falvo Garretson
Todd D. Green

Nick Kalafut
Jessica Keller
Thomas P. Kunsak
Brian Lucas

Patrick M. McGowan
Daniel Olesinski
John John F. Rosella
Andrew C. Slater
Anthony G. Staab
Kurt A. Stein
David Wasik
Edwin L. Young
Walter J. Zalewski
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ACFDA Upcoming Events

Formal invitations and details to follow. If you would 
like to sponsor one of these events please contact 
Ashley at acfda20202@gmail.com or 412-678-3434



ACFDA Upcoming Events





15

October17th-20th 
Reunite. Reexplore. Renew.

This year we’re returning to Nashville!This year we’re returning to Nashville! The 2021 NFDA International Convention & 
Expo is your chance to reunite with colleagues, reexplore the way you conduct 
business, and renew your passion for this rewarding career. The historic “Music City” 
is known for its exceptional music and comfort food – so get ready for the reunion of 
a lifetime! Join thousands of your funeral service peers for this incredible event, 
which offers networking, education, and the world’s largest funeral service exposition.

Let’s make music together at this year’s live event which will include:

Inspiring general sessions with dynamic speakersInspiring general sessions with dynamic speakers
Expert-led education workshops
World’s largest funeral service expo

And much more!

October 01, 2021

The Taxpayer Certainty and Disaster Tax Relief Act of 2020, enacted last 
December, provides several provisions to businesses that give to charity. The new 
law generally extends through the end of 2021 two temporary tax changes 
originally enacted by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act. Here is a rundown of these changes.

The law now permits C corporations to apply an increased limit (Increased The law now permits C corporations to apply an increased limit (Increased 
Corporate Limit) of 25% of taxable income for charitable contributions of cash they 
make to eligible charities during calendar-year 2021.
Businesses donating food inventory that are eligible for the existing enhanced 
deduction (for contributions for the care of the ill, needy and infants) may qualify 
for increased deduction limits.

National Funeral Directors Association 
News
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The Average Regional 
Burial Sale is $9309 
through August 

2021.Consisting of Service 
Charge, Casket and Vault.
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In Memorium
Joseph F. Sacramento
August 9th, 2021

Joseph F. Sacramento, affectionately known by many as “Pap”, “JoJo” and “Uncle Joe”, was born in his hometown of 
Braddock on September 21, 1922.  He forever took great pride of being born into a family of Italian immigrants, who 
strived to provide nothing but the best for he and his siblings.  The memories of growing up in Braddock remained a 
constant joy throughout his life.  Whether it was hanging out on the streets with family and friends or taking a 
streetcar to Kennywood to pay 10 cents to ride all day, he was always sure to create a lasting memory in whatever he 
was doing. 

Joe proudly served in the U.S. Navy duringJoe proudly served in the U.S. Navy during World War II.  After the service, he began to work at the Westinghouse 
Plant in East Pittsburgh.  Joe was employed by Westinghouse as a truck driver and personal driver to the plant 
President for 42 years before retiring.  In the mid 1950’s, he opened T&J’s Pizza on Woodlawn Avenue in Braddock, 
where he worked for years alongside his wife and brothers.  Later in life, Joe was employed by the Ardmore Roller 
Rink as a skate guard.  Joe was also a licensed barber and would often lend help to his brother-in-law, Tom Pekarcik, 
styling hair in North Braddock. 

Many knew Joe as “Hoagie Joe” for his weekly leisure activity of preparing Italian hoagies in the basement of his Many knew Joe as “Hoagie Joe” for his weekly leisure activity of preparing Italian hoagies in the basement of his 
home, loading them into his blue Plymouth Horizon, and delivering them for sale to auto shops, doctors’ offices, and 
stores surrounding the area.  Over the years, Joe truly cherished the friendships he gained by meeting all of those 
people
. 
Later in life, Joe enjoyed going to lunch each week with the family members friends that he grew up with, spending Later in life, Joe enjoyed going to lunch each week with the family members friends that he grew up with, spending 
mornings at Dunkin’ Donuts, and stopping into Norms Garage to chat about good times.  He also enjoyed taking trips 
around town on his motorcycle until just a few years back.  
   
Joe was a true believer in his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  He was a devout member and volunteer usher at First 
Evangelical Free Church in McKeesport. 
Most of all, Joe treasured the role of patriarch to his familMost of all, Joe treasured the role of patriarch to his family.  He would love nothing more than when his family was 
gathered together for holidays, birthdays, or spending a hot summer day by the pool.  One of his favorite phrases was, 
“My Gang is All Here!” 

Joe will be remembered eternally for his joyous, charismatic, and caring personality and the loving warmth he spread 
to everyone around him.   

Lifelong resident of North Braddock, age 98, returned home to his Lord and 
Savior on Monday, August 9, 2021.

Beloved husband of the late Catherine “Beloved husband of the late Catherine “Teen” (Pekarcik) Sacramento.Loving 
father of Deanna (the late Joseph) Strednak of Forest Hills. Dear grandfather of 
Joseph (Mary) Strednak of North Braddock and Debbie (Robert) Davis of 
Churchill. Adored Pap of Joseph and Angela Strednak, and Gina and A.J. Davis. 
Dear brother of Sara Simone and Frank (Charlotte) Sacramento.  Preceded in 
death by his siblings, Tony and Neal Sacramento. Also survived by numerous 
cousins, nieces, nephews, and friends. 
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A bia thank. �ou to the 1'.lcith anniver-�aO' event 

�Pon�or-� • The ACf'UA member-�hiP and fr-iend� 

appr-eciate all that �ou have done to make the 

event �uch a memor-able one • 
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C?ome Monument 

VA vault Company 

l!affle <I: l)oor- Vr-ize SPon�or-� 

C?ome Monument VA vault 

�cent Air- 61enaar-rr 6olf Link. 
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The tiiahmar-k. Car-in!! Vlace 
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S1�700.00 in funds wer-e r-aised dur-ina this event. All pr-oceeds will 

benefit local childr-en and families The tiiahmar-k. Car-ina Vlace se.--ves 
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Press Release

PIMS AWARDS MAX STARKS, PITTSBURGH STEELERS SUPER BOWL XLIII 
CHAMPION, AN HONORARY DEGREE IN THE FUNERAL SERVICE!
 
On FridaOn Friday, September 24, 2021, at Calvary Episcopal Church, MAX STARKS, retired 
Pittsburgh Steeler, will be awarded an honorary degree in Embalming and Funeral 
Directing from the Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science (PIMS) at the school’s 
163rd Commencement Exercise. Before becoming an NFL Super Bowl Champion 
with the Pittsburgh Steelers, Max grew up and actively worked in funeral service as 
his Mom, Elleanor Starks, graduated from mortuary school in 1983. Subsequently, in 
the early 1990’s, Elleanor went on to open the first multinational/multicultural funeral 
home in Central Florida --The Morales and Starks Multinational Funeral Home home in Central Florida --The Morales and Starks Multinational Funeral Home 
located in Kissimmee, Florida. This visionary enterprise was so successful because 
Mrs. Starks focused on serving the diverse populations that were endemic to the 
Kissimmee area. She learned the customs, understood the languages, and tailored her 
business to create an environment of comfort where this multicultural population 
could mourn the death of their loved ones. Max helped his Mom at the funeral home 
in various ways, which included helping to transfer decedents from their place of 
death, attending to the needs of the bereaved, as well as keeping the funeral home death, attending to the needs of the bereaved, as well as keeping the funeral home 
well appointed.

Elleanor’s legacy in the profession continued to grow. In 1993, she founded the 100 
Black Women of Funeral Service, based out of Kissimmee, Florida.  Elleanor 
established this organization in an effort to assist African Americans and Minority 
Women who have chosen a career in funeral service. Today the organization 
celebrates 28 years as an advocate for the funeral profession in general, while 
highlighting the unique talents and gifts that women bring to funeral service.

PIMS NEWS



PIMS News

Max with his Mom after the 
Steelers won Super Bowl 
XLIII in Tampa, FL

Note about PIMS: The Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science 
offers a specialized education exclusively for funeral service 
providing a “bridge” (in a city known for its bridges) to a career 
in this essential vocation. With a legacy of 80+ years, PIMS 
offers, either online or on campus, a transformative learning 
experience designed to prepare students for the many 
challenges they will encounter in the profession. Embracing 
such ideals as diversitsuch ideals as diversity, integrity, and kindness, “PIMS Cares” 
about its students by empowering them in an ethical learning 
environment with a focus on becoming compassionate 
caregivers inspired to practice service excellence!  With a large 
and supportive alumni network, most PIMS graduates find 
employment opportunities throughout the country.  Like Max’s 
team, the Steelers, PIMS contributes to Pittsburgh’s legacy as 
the “City of Champions” by being recently selected to the the “City of Champions” by being recently selected to the 
prestigious Forbes Magazine “Top 25 Career Schools in the 
USA.” For anyone considering a career in this benevolent 
vocation, PIMS invites you to attend the Institute and become a 
“funeral service champion.” Click on https://pims.edu/ for more 
information.

Thus, with such a remarkable family history, PIMS is proud to have various members of the Starks 
family involved with the upcoming commencement. Not only will Max receive the honorary degree, 
but his Mom will be recognized for her work in funeral service. In fact, she has been selected as the 
Keynote Speaker for the ceremony in which she has penned a prescient speech entitled, 
"Fundamentals of Surviving a Disruption in the Death Care Industry and Finding New Opportunities 
of Sustainability.” Unfortunately, for personal reasons, Elleanor is unable to travel to Pittsburgh and 
attend the ceremony, however, her sister Ida Muorie will serve as her proxy and deliver Elleanor’s 
inspirational words to the graduates. Interestinglinspirational words to the graduates. Interestingly, Ida is yet another member of this amazing family 
involved in funeral service as she partnered with her sister in the genesis of the 100 Black Women of 
Funeral Service. PIMS is proud to announce that its upcoming commencement will definitively be a 
“Starks” reminder to the graduates about achieving all of one’s potential in their career and in life! 
#PIMSPride 



Student Perspective
Stereotyping and stigma withhold true understanding from societal ideology. Death is considered a rather taboo 
subject in modern day America. The very weight of the word is held down by stereotypes and stigma created strictly 
out of fear. Although any rational being would fear mortality due to its permanence, change, and the intense fear of 
the unknown, it is also what gives us our survival instincts and our will to live. The subject of death has been hidden 
from the light and pushed so deeply into the dark in a mission to rid society of apprehension.
Less than a century ago,Less than a century ago, America was a death society. It was a topic that was romanticized in beautiful ways and 
helpful to those mourning. Funerals were completed as a social hierarchy and families cared for their deceased loved 
ones at home, washing them with dignity for the last time with their very own hands, bringing a sense of respect to 
the perished. Funerals in the past were magnificent, giving true beauty to the idea of change and the idea of a new 
journey. Families hired professional mourners to inflame the emotional distress they couldn’t fully comprehend 
themselves. 

By comparing the past to modern dayBy comparing the past to modern day America, there is undoubtedly a difference in death culture. There was a large 
cultural shift that has seemingly gone unnoticed by most. Now we find ourselves distancing ourselves from death, 
hoping to one day push the anguish we feel so deeply within ourselves that we forget about it, but we never truly do. 
Regarding the cultural shift brought about by innovations, there is now a rise in direct cremation, sending unfinished 
grief into homes due to the lack of closure people are receiving. Religious affiliation is decreasing, beginning the 
rein of poor coping skills and disconnectedness.rein of poor coping skills and disconnectedness. We like to pretend death isn’t inevitable, like it isn’t the only true 
promise after birth. It is the one thing we all have in common with one another. America lacks the truth, giving ease 
to our minds and simplicity to our poor actions. We have brought affliction upon ourselves with modern time’s lack 
of sociability and conversation.

Death needs to be conversed to rid this affliction we feel isn’t comprehendible. By comparing the two time periods 
to one another, it is evident that a huge difference is conversation. Although this modern era seemingly lacks social 
skills, it is important to dig deeply into the truth to receive the full value of grieving. Nobody enjoys feeling pain, 
but it is incredibly important to feel pain rather than to feel nothing at all. Numbness keeps us from healing. It is a 
barrier that is inflicting unchanging emotions. When people grieve, it is beneficial to converse the emotions we feel. 
It is normal to feel every emotion given to us.It is normal to feel every emotion given to us. Aggravation, confusion, sorrow, contentment, laughter, tears, and 
fatigue are all normal, but this cannot begin our journey of grief if we cannot find acceptance to begin with. Visibly, 
our era has changed in many positive ways compared to the past, but the lack of death conversation isn’t included.
Death is birth’s counterpart. Everything on earth has a beginning and an end. Leaves drop from the trees, skin cells 
perish, and insects in nature fight until death in regard to dominance. Without death, people wouldn’t have a reason 
to hold high morals, or become healthy after a long battle with addiction, or visit loved ones far away although they 
are tired from a long week of work. None of us would have appreciation for the small things in life such as a child’s 
laughter, ice cream late at night, or finding a new shirt that fits perfectly. One day these joys of life we take for 
granted will end and subconsciously knowing that in those moments brings appreciation and living within the 
moment. Death doesnmoment. Death doesn’t always need to be viewed as grotesque.

Bringing a higher awareness of death and the importance it holds back into society could result in yet another 
cultural shift; an improved version of the past’s ideology, giving the modern era a higher sense of appreciation and 
the importance of healing. Death is not a topic that always needs to hold a negative connotation. We have viewed 
this topic negatively for so long without realizing this inevitable attribute of life, always promised after birth, is the 
one thing making us feel alive. We need to begin to rid this topic of its negative stereotyping and stigma to result in 
beneficial change. Death is a beautiful pain. We can find a sense of connection by speaking the truth.

IsabelleNullk
PIMS Student
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Student Perspective

Olivia DeRose Behanna
PIMS Student
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