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From the Board Room

From the Board Room is a feature that gives our board members a forum to share the experiences 
and knowledge that they have had in funeral service. We hope that these contributions will serve 
to enlighten you and present ideas that may help to make the operation of your business more 
efficient. Watch for this feature in each month's bulletin. The opinions expressed are those of the 

writer and do not necessarily represent the views of the ACFDA.
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New Board Member Welcome 
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The Allegheny County Funeral Directors Association is searching for members who 
have been licensed 50 or more years.  If you or anyone you know meets these criteria, 
please contact Ashley at acfda2020@gmail.com or 412-678-3434. Thank you

Mya Konieczny is a recent graduate of Gannon University and the Pittsburgh Institute of 
Mortuary Science, class 163. Ever since she was little, Mya knew being a funeral director 
was her dream. From the age of three she always wanted to help her dad, Patrick 
Konieczny in his funeral homes. Throughout her time at Gannon University, Mya 
continued working in the industry at Burton Funeral Home in Erie. Recently, Mya has 
gotten engaged and began the journey of facility dog training with her puppy, Gus. Mya is 
currently completing her internship at Thomas-Little Funeral Service, Inc and Crematory, 
with her dad. --with her dad. --





PFDA News & Events
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2022 Convention and Expo
June 12-15, 2022
Wyndham Lancaster Resort
and Convention Center
 
Member Registration is Now Open!
After a long break, we at the PFDA are looking forward to seeing and gathering with After a long break, we at the PFDA are looking forward to seeing and gathering with 
our members and those in the funeral profession.

It's been two years since we've been able to be together in person discussing new 
trends and seeing the latest innovations in the funeral profession. Please join us as 
we strive to make this years Convention the best one yet!

During the 2022 Convention you will be able to invest in your professional During the 2022 Convention you will be able to invest in your professional 
development with educational sessions, network with your peers, talk with 
world-class service providers and much, much more! 

Also taking place during Convention...

The 16th Annual Golf Classic benefitting the Highmark Caring Place.  
We looking forward to teeing off with everyone

Additional information at www.PFDA.org





15

You create moments of quiet magic for your families and community every day. It’s 
time to show the world what you do and be recognized for your hard work.

The NFDA Pursuit of Excellence Award is an outstanding way to acknowledge the 
remarkable service and caring shown by you and your staff. Chances are, you’ve 
already fulfilled many of the requirements and have documentation on-file.

Applying by the July 15 entry deadline has never been easier with the new online 
process that allows you to securely submit your materials and verify their receipt. 
  
As a reminder, like last year, you can register your entire funeral business (all 
locations!) and submit a single entry representing the work and accomplishments of 
all locations that operationally share staff and other resources. The 2022 program 
registration fees are: 

Main Location: $300 (U.S. Dollars)
Each Additional Location: $75 each (U.S. Dollars)
For some firms, a single entry for all locations doesn’t make sense because of how For some firms, a single entry for all locations doesn’t make sense because of how 
their business operates. If you wish, you are welcome to register and submit an entry 
for each individual location as you have in the past. The registration fee is $300 per 
location. 
 
As always, entries are due by 11:59pm CT on July 15, 2022. For details visit As always, entries are due by 11:59pm CT on July 15, 2022. For details visit 
www.nfda.org/pursuitofexcellence; please contact pursuit@nfda.org with your 
questions. 

National Funeral Directors Association 
News



ALLEGHENY COUNTY FUNERAL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION 

Organized Feb 1895 
Incorporated May 18 97 

Allegheny County Funeral Directors Association 

PO Box 23 Venetia PA 15367 

Phone:412-678-3434 

President : Drew Slater

1701 PA 51 Jefferson Hills PA 15205 

412-384-0350

Vice-Pres: Eric Sarokon

867 5th Ave Coraopolis PA 15108 

412-264-1390

Secretary: Fara Falvo Garretson 

214 Virgina Ave. Mount Washington, 
PA 15211 

412-381-2323

Treasurer: Patrick Konieczny

 305 Main Street 

Imperial PA 15126

412-621-8282

Immediate Past President: 

LeeAnn Sherman 

920 Cedar Ave 

Pgh PA 15212 

412-321-0495

Board of Trustees in addition to those above: 

 John Elachko III, Jamie D. Hahn, Kellie Hughes, Edward P Kanai 
III, Maria Koontz, &  Shelby Ogozaly

Student : Mya Konieczny

Executive Director: Ashley Urlakis 

16 



Pennsylvania State Board Of Funeral Directors 

PO Box 2649 Harrisburg, PA 17105 

Phone: 717-783-3397 

Email: st-funeral@pa.gov 

Chairman: William G Harris 

Vice Chairman: Milian Rodriguez 

Secretary: Carmella Imburgia 

Acting Commissioner of Prof. and Occupational Affairs: 

Arion Claggett 

Public Members: 

Scott Custead & Francis Mccusker 

Professional: Members : 

Thomas Kukuchka, Camilla Imburgia , William G Harris 

Kenneth DuPree & Milian Rodriguez 

Bureau of Consumer Protection Representative: Jennifer Kirk 

Board Counsel: 

Jaime Black, Esquire 

Board Administrator :Kristel Hennessy Hemler 

Board Prosecution Liaison: Timothy Fritsch, Esquire 
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In my Region, the 
Average Casket Cost is 
up 5.5% in the first 
Quarter 2022.
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   Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science
www.pims.edu

PIMS ANNOUNCES TUITION FREEZE FOR THIRD STRAIGHT 
ACADEMIC YEAR!
 
At their semi-annual meeting in March 21, 2022, the Board of Directors of the At their semi-annual meeting in March 21, 2022, the Board of Directors of the 
Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science approved a tuition freeze for the 
academic year of 2022-2023. This will be for both campus and online students; 
it is the third straight academic year that the tuition at the Institute has been 
held in check.  James O. Pinkerton, PIMS Board Chair, announced after the 
meeting that, “Our efforts demonstrate the concern and compassion we have 
for all of our students during these extraordinary times.” Mr. Pinkerton added, 
“That the Board also remains committed to funding educational grants, as they “That the Board also remains committed to funding educational grants, as they 
have for so many years, that will enable students to achieve their goals in 
funeral service.”  

Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science
If you would like further information in this topic, please call 412-362-8500 - 
Ext 119. 
  

Micheal Burns
Dean of Faculty and Students 

mburns@pims.edu 
Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science

5808 Baum Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

412-362-8500412-362-8500
Email: info@pims.edu

 

PIMS NEWS



The Allegheny County Funeral Directors Association would like to share a brief history of Edward 
J. Tatko, licensed funeral director of 50 years, via Ed’s daughter, Laura M. Tatko, his pride and joy. 

Member Spotlight

Edward Tatko Age 11

Photo of Ed's uncle John Cieslak at the original 
funeral home in the South Side, 1931

 In 2022, I still hear stories of my great-aunt 
Mara and my dad helping families in 
difficult circumstances–like having families 
go across the street to Jamel’s Restaurant to 
eat on Aunt Mara’s tab, or Ed offering 
payment options for families who lost both 
parents within a few months of one another. 
My dad has a tough exterior but his 
compassion for others was and is endless. 
All of the families that we cared for LOVED 
Eddie. He took care of them, literally every 
step of the way, as if they were family.

In 2008, I, Laura M. Tatko officially joined In 2008, I, Laura M. Tatko officially joined 
my dad as a licensed funeral director. Again, 
I'm sure this was his proudest moment of 
life. 

This is NOT an obituary but it might sound like one because that's all I 
write anymore but Ed is very much still with us. Edward, known to his 
friends as “Ed,” “Eddie”, “Big Ed,” and to his three grandsons as “Pap 
Pap,” at age 73 has dedicated his life to funeral service. He is a 
second-generation funeral director. Ed began working at Cieslak’s 
Funeral Home as a young boy. Ed’s maternal aunt Mara Cieslak (and 
her husband, John Cieslak) began the original funeral home in 1928 at 
81 South 15th Street, Pittsburgh 15236 (South Side). Mara Cieslak, 
widowed with no children, became the sole owner and licensed funeral 
director in 1942. Mara was like a mother to Ed. He spent as much time 
with her as possible, while learning the family business along the way. 
After graduating from Carrick High School in 1966, Ed went on to 
attend Purdue University. In 1971, he graduated from PIMS (Oakland 
Location) as a licensed funeral director. In 1972 at age 24, Ed became 
an official partner in the original Cieslak Funeral Home with his aunt 
Mara and updated the name to Cieslak & Tatko Funeral Home. It was a 
very proud moment for his family–Ukrainian and Slovak immigrants. 
In 1979, Ed became president and supervisor of the newly incorporated, Cieslak & Tatko Funeral 
Home, Inc. By 1980, aunt Mara was in a nursing home, leaving Ed to run things on his own. Ed 
carried on Mara’s legacy of compassion, caring, and trust.



As far as community and donations go, my dad was second to none. He donated to anyone who 
knocked on his door. He was always involved in his local community, serving on various 
committees, and supporting and participating in community events. For decades, Ed could 
always be found manning the funeral home water stand for the Brentwood 5K Runners–a job 
he took VERY seriously. There is a specific technique to filling the water cups, holding the 
water cups, don’t you know?!? ?!? My dad was a longtime member of the Brentwood Business 
Owners Association, Carrick Business Association, Brentwood Baldwin Whitehall Chamber of 
Commerce,Commerce, ACFDA, and PFDA. Ed served as the treasurer of ACFDA in 1976-78. He was 
named VFW Post 1810 Man of the Year in 1980. Ed had devoted his entire life to running a 
successful funeral business and expanding on the business his family started in 1928. 

In 2014, at age 65, Ed largely retired by selling Cieslak & Tatko Funeral Home, Inc. to the 
capable Michael K. Best. After residing in Brentwood until 1994, and Whitehall until 2022, Ed 
and his beautiful wife Donna (Munsick) Tatko of 42 years recently built their dream home in 
Canonsburg, Pa. They needed to be near their beloved daughter and grandsons, who reside in 
Peters Township. Ed, after a lifetime of devotion to the funeral business, is very much enjoying 
his well-deserved retirement—golfing at South Hills Country Club, traveling with family and 
friends, spending time with wife Donna, daughter Laura, son-in-law Dr. Adam K. Smith, and 
grandsonsgrandsons Andrew Edward, Benjamin Daniel, Nolan Adam, and step granddaughter Savannah. 

Well done, Dad! We love you and are so proud of you! Congratulations on achieving 50 years 
as a funeral director!

Member Spotlight

27



If you would like to be featured in a “Member Spotlight Article” please contact Ashley Urlakis 
at acfda2020@Gmail.com or 412-678-3434. Also, a big thank you to Ms. Laura Tatko for 

taking the time to share her families  story with the association.
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► Claims Paid Fast
Within 48 Hours

► E-Contracting Available

► Digital Applications for
Error-Free Submissions
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