
Legal Chain of Kinship as described in  
Texas Health and Safety Code 

Title 8. Death and Disposition of the Body 
Subtitle C. Cemeteries and Crematories 

Chapter 711.002, Disposition of Remains 
 

The law list very specifically what is considered a legal next of kin.  In the State of Texas 
Common Law is recognized as being legally married.  However, you must show proof that you 
are legally married. Examples are; court documents, filing taxes together, etc.  If the decedent is 
married but separated, they are STILL legally married, and we require the spouses signature. 

1. The person designated in a written instrument signed by the decedent; 
2. The decedent’s surviving spouse; 
3. Any one of the decedent’s surviving adult children,  

**** Note: our Funeral Home requires ALL children’s signatures**** 
4. Either one of the decedent’s surviving parents; 

**** Note: our Funeral Home requires BOTH parents**** 
5. Anyone of the decedent’s surviving adult siblings; or 

*****Note: our Funeral Home requires ALL siblings**** 
6. Any adult person in the next degree of kinship in the order named by law to inherit the 

estate of the decedent. 

By Texas Health and Safety Code Rule, if the designated next of kin by order of kinship fails to 
make the necessary arrangements for final disposition after 10 days, then that person will be 
considered unable or unwilling to control the disposition. However, if the said next of kin does 
not present themselves in that time, then a court order to Control the Disposition will be 
required by the funeral home. 

 

__________________________                                                 ________________ 

Signature of Next of Kin     Date 

 

By signing this you understand the Texas Health and Safety Code Title 8, Subtitle C, Chapter 
711.002 rules and procedures. Falsifying information will result in legal action taken against you 
from the Funeral Home and the State of Texas. Falsifying information is a crime in the State of 
Texas. The Penalty for knowingly making a false statement in this form can be 2-10 years in 
prison and a fine up to $10,000. (Health and Safety Code, Sec. 195, 1989.) 


