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VA Burial Benefits Resources 

VA Benefits Checklist  

Use this checklist to assist you in collecting all appropriate paperwork and documents to file for 

your veterans burial reimbursement.  

 

 

 

❏ DD214 

❏ Proof of Funeral Expensive and Payment 

❏ Social Security number or VA file number (required) 

❏ Date and place of birth (required) 

❏ Date and place of death (required) 

❏ Copy of Death Certificate 

❏ Fill out VA Form 21P-530, Application for Burial Allowance 

❏ Mail or submit VA Form 21P-530,Application for Burial Allowance  

❏ Flag Request Application  

 

 

 

 



 
 

How to Apply for a Veterans Burial 

Allowance 

Find out how to get Veterans burial allowances to help cover burial, funeral, and transportation 

costs. 

Can I get allowances to help pay for a Veteran’s burial and funeral 

costs? 

You may be able to get burial allowances if you’re paying for the burial and funeral costs, and if 

any of the below relationships or professional roles describes your connection to the Veteran. 

One of these must describe your relationship or role. You’re: 

● The Veteran’s surviving spouse (Note: we recognize same-sex marriages), or 

● A surviving child of the Veteran, or 

● A parent of the Veteran, or 

● The executor or administrator of the Veteran’s estate (someone who officially 

represents the Veteran) 

To get this benefit, the Veteran must not have received a dishonorable discharge, and one of the 

below circumstances must be true. 

One of these must be true of the Veteran. They: 

https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/veterans-burial-allowance/ 
 



 
● Died as a result of a service-connected disability (a disability related to service), or 

● Had been getting a VA pension or compensation when they died, or 

● Had chosen to get military retired pay instead of compensation, or 

● Died while getting VA care, either at a VA facility or at a facility contracted by VA, or 

● Died while traveling to approved VA care, or 

● Died with a reopened claim for VA compensation or a pension that would have 

qualified them to get benefits, or 

● Died on or after October 9, 1996, while a patient at a VA-approved state nursing home 

Note:  We’ll also provide an allowance for the cost of transporting a Veteran’s remains for burial 

in a national cemetery. 

When do I need to file a claim? 

You must file a claim for a non-service-connected burial allowance within 2 years after the 

Veteran’s burial or cremation. If a Veteran’s discharge was changed after death from dishonorable 

to another status, you must file for an allowance claim within 2 years after the discharge update. 

There’s no time limit to file for a service-connected burial, plot, or interment allowance. 

What kind of benefits can I get? 

● An allowance for burial and funeral costs 

● An allowance for the plot or interment 

● An allowance for transporting the Veteran’s remains for burial in a national cemetery 

What documents and information do I need to apply? 

You may need a copy of: 

● The Veteran’s military discharge papers (DD214 or other separation documents) 

● The Veteran’s death certificate 

 
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/veterans-burial-allowance/ 

 



 
● Any documents you have for the cost of transporting the Veteran’s remains 

How do I apply? 

You can apply online right now. 

Apply for Burial Benefits at 

https://www.va.gov/burials-and-memorials/application/530/ 

You can also apply: 

By mail 

Apply by mail using an Application for Burial Benefits (VA Form 21P-530).  

Mail the application and other paperwork to your nearest VA regional benefit office.  

If you have questions, call 1-800-827-1000, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. (ET). 

Our TTY number for people with hearing impairments is 711. Or call your VA regional benefit 

office. 

 

Burial Allowance Amounts 

What are the burial allowance amounts for a service-connected death? 

Status Maximum Burial Allowance 

If the Veteran died on or after 

September 11, 2001 

$2,000 

 
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/veterans-burial-allowance/ 

 



 

If the Veteran died before 

September 11, 2001 

$1,500 

If the Veteran is buried in a VA 

national cemetery 

We may pay you back for some or all of the costs of 

moving the Veteran’s remains 

What are the burial allowance amounts for a non-service-connected death? 

Status Maximum Burial Allowance 

If the Veteran died on or after October 1, 2017 We’ll pay a $300 burial allowance and 

$762 for a plot 

If the Veteran died on or after October 1, 2016 We’ll pay a $300 burial allowance and 

$749 for a plot 

If the Veteran died on or after October 1, 2015 We’ll pay a $300 burial allowance and 

$747 for a plot 

If the Veteran died on or after October 1, 2014, but before 

October 1, 2015 

We’ll pay a $300 burial allowance and 

$745 for a plot 

If the Veteran died on or after October 1, 2013, but before 

October 1, 2014 

We’ll pay a $300 burial allowance and 

$734 for a plot 

 
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/veterans-burial-allowance/ 

 



 

What are the burial allowance amounts if the Veteran was hospitalized 

by VA at the time of their death? 

Status Maximum Burial Allowance 

If the Veteran died on or after October 1, 2017 We’ll pay a $762 burial allowance and 

$762 for a plot 

If the Veteran died on or after October 1, 2016 We’ll pay a $749 burial allowance and 

$749 for a plot 

If the Veteran died on or after October 1, 2015 We’ll pay a $747 burial allowance and 

$747 for a plot 

If the Veteran died on or after October 1, 2014, but before 

October 1, 2015 

We’ll pay a $745 burial allowance and 

$745 for a plot 

If the Veteran died on or after October 1, 2013, but before 

October 1, 2014 

We’ll pay a $734 burial allowance and 

$734 for a plot 

● We may also pay you back for some or all of the costs of moving the Veteran’s remains if 

they were hospitalized or in a VA-contracted nursing home at the time of death. 

● We may pay you back for some or all of the costs of moving the Veteran’s remains if they 

died while traveling to VA-authorized care. 

Note:  If a Veteran’s remains aren’t claimed, we’ll pay the person or organization responsible for 

the Veteran’s burial a $300 burial allowance. If the deceased qualifies, we may pay you back for 

the costs of moving the Veteran’s remains to a VA national cemetery. 

 
 

https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/veterans-burial-allowance/ 
 



 
 

More Information of Burial 

Benefits 
 
Effective July 7, 2014: VA is changing its monetary burial benefits regulations to 

simplify the program and pay eligible survivors more quickly and efficiently. These 

regulations will authorize VA to pay, without a written application, most eligible 

surviving spouses basic monetary burial benefits at the maximum amount authorized in 

law through automated systems rather than reimbursing them for actual costs incurred. 

● Under the current regulations, VA pays for burial and funeral expenses on a 

reimbursement basis, which requires survivors to submit receipts for relatively 

small one-time payments that VA generally pays at the maximum amount 

permitted by law. 

● The new burial regulations will permit VA to pay, at a flat rate, burial and plot or 

interment allowances thereby enabling VA to automate payment of burial 

benefits to most eligible surviving spouses and more efficiently process other 

burial benefit claims. 

● The burial allowance for a non-service-connected death is $300, and $2,000 for 

a death connected to military service. 

 

Benefit 

Service-related Death 

VA will pay up to $2,000 toward burial expenses for deaths on or after 

September 11, 2001, or up to $1,500 for deaths prior to September 11, 

2001. If the Veteran is buried in a VA national cemetery, some or all of the 

cost of transporting the deceased may be reimbursed. 

Non-service-related Death 

VA will pay up to $780 toward burial and funeral expenses for deaths on 

or after October 1, 2018 (if hospitalized by VA at time of death), or $300 

toward burial and funeral expenses (if not hospitalized by VA at time of 

death), and a $780 plot-interment allowance (if not buried in a national 

 



 

cemetery). For deaths on or after December 1, 2001, but before October 1, 

2011, VA will pay up to $300 toward burial and funeral expenses and a 

$300 plot-interment allowance. For deaths on or after April 1, 1988 but 

before October 1, 2011, VA will pay $300 toward burial and funeral 

expenses (for Veterans hospitalized by VA at the time of death). 

An annual increase in burial and plot allowances for deaths occurring after 

October 1, 2011 began in fiscal year 2013 based on the Consumer Price 

Index for the preceding 12-month period.  

Eligibility Requirements 

● You paid for a Veteran's burial or funeral, AND 

● You have not been reimbursed by another government agency or some other 

source, such as the deceased Veteran's employer, AND 

● The Veteran was discharged under conditions other than dishonorable, AND 

● The Veteran died because of a service-related disability, OR 

● The Veteran was receiving VA pension or compensation at the time of 

death, OR 

● The Veteran was entitled to receive VA pension or compensation, but 

decided not to reduce his/her military retirement or disability pay, OR 

● The Veteran died while hospitalized by VA, or while receiving care under 

VA contract at a non-VA facility, OR 

● The Veteran died while traveling under proper authorization and at VA 

expense to or from a specified place for the purpose of examination, 

treatment, or care, OR 

● The Veteran had an original or reopened claim pending at the time of 

death and has been found entitled to compensation or pension from a date 

prior to the date or death, OR 

● The Veteran died on or after October 9, 1996, while a patient at a 

VA-approved state nursing home. 

NOTE: VA does not pay burial benefits if the deceased: 

● Died during active military service, OR 

● Was a member of Congress who died while holding office, OR 

● Was a Federal prisoner 

Evidence Requirements: 

● Acceptable proof of death as specified in 38 CFR 3.211., AND 

● Receipted bills that show that you made payment in whole or part, OR 

 
 

http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/regs/38CFR/BOOKB/PART3/S3_211.DOC


 

● A statement of account, preferably on the printed billhead of the funeral director 

or cemetery owner. The statement of account must show: 

● The name of the deceased Veteran for whom the services and merchandise 

were furnished, AND 

● The nature and cost of the services and merchandise, AND 

● All credits, AND 

● The amount of the unpaid balance, if any 

How to Apply 

● You can apply online at Vets.gov, OR 

● To submit a paper application, download and complete VA Form 21P-530, 

Application for Burial Allowance and mail it to the Pension Management Center 

that serves your state, OR 

● Work with an accredited representative, OR 

● You may also go to your local regional benefit office and turn in your application 

for processing. 

Additional Information 

Other information regarding VA burial benefits such as flags, headstones and markers is 

provided by the National Cemetery Administration. 

 
 

  

 

 
 

https://www.vets.gov/burials-and-memorials/application/530
https://www.vets.gov/burials-and-memorials/application/530/introduction
https://www.vets.gov/burials-and-memorials/application/530/introduction
https://www.benefits.va.gov/PENSION/resources-contact.asp
https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits/vso-search
https://www.benefits.va.gov/rophiladelphia/directions.asp
http://www.cem.va.gov/


 

 
Request Military Records  
FIND OUT HOW TO REQUEST YOUR MILITARY RECORDS, 
INCLUDING YOUR DD214, THROUGH THE MILCONNECT 
WEBSITE: 

You’ll need to sign in to milConnect to get your service records 

To use this feature, you'll need a Premium DS Logon account. Your My HealtheVet or 

ID.me credentials won’t work on the milConnect website. Go to milConnect to sign in, 

register, or upgrade your DS Logon account to Premium. 

Once I’ve signed in to MilConnect, how do I 

request my military service records? 

Follow the steps below to request your records. 

1. From your signed-in homepage, click or tap on Correspondence/ Documentation. 

Then select Defense Personnel Records Information (DPRIS) from the 

drop-down menu. 

2. Choose the Personnel File tab. 

3. Select Request My Personnel File. 

4. Fill out the form. In the Document Index section, check the boxes next to the 

document(s) you'd like to request. 

5. Click or tap on the Create and Send Request button. 

https://www.va.gov/records/get-military-service-records/ 
 

https://milconnect.dmdc.osd.mil/


 

What types of records can I request with this tool? 

You can request documents from your Official Military Personnel File to view and 

download. 

You can request your: 

● DD214 

● DD215 

● Report of Separation 

● Other release papers 

You can also request documents with information about your service, such as your: 

● Orders and endorsements 

● Performance reports 

● Awards and decorations (commendatory items) 

● Qualifications, licenses, and certificates 

● Security clearance 

What happens after I request my records? 

You’ll receive an email letting you know your request is being processed. You’ll receive a 

second email when your request is complete and your files are ready for you to view and 

download. 

You can also check the status of your request by signing in to milConnect and going to 

the Personnel File tab within the Defense Personnel Records Information (DPRIS) 

section. This is also where you’ll view and download your files once they’re ready. 

Are there other ways to get my military service 

records? 

Yes. 

https://www.va.gov/records/get-military-service-records/ 
 
 



 
You can request your military records in any of these ways: 

● Mail or fax a Request Pertaining to Military Records (Standard Form SF 180) to 

the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC). 

Download Form SF 180. 

● Write a letter to the NPRC. Send it to: 

● Archives Drive 

● St. Louis, Missouri 63138 

● Visit the NPRC in person 

● Contact your state or county Veterans agency 

● Hire an independent researcher 

How do I request someone else’s military records? 

If you’re a family member planning a burial for a Veteran in a VA national 

cemetery 

Call our National Cemetery Scheduling Office at 1-800-535-1117. We can help you get 

the Veteran’s DD214 or other discharge documents you may need.  

Get more information about planning a burial. 

If you’re the next of kin of a Veteran who has passed away 

You can request a copy of the Veteran’s military records in any of these ways: 

● Mail or fax a Request Pertaining to Military Records (Standard Form SF 180) to 

the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC). 

Download Form SF 180. 

● Write a letter to the NPRC. Send it to: 

●  Archives Drive 

● St. Louis, Missouri 63138 

● Visit the NPRC in person 

● Contact your state or county Veterans agency 

● Hire an independent researcher 

https://www.va.gov/records/get-military-service-records/ 
 
 

https://www.archives.gov/files/sf180-request-pertaining-to-military-records-exp-april2018-1.pdf
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/plan-a-burial/
https://www.archives.gov/files/sf180-request-pertaining-to-military-records-exp-april2018-1.pdf


 
You may be considered the next of kin if you’re related to the Veteran in any of these 

ways: 

● Surviving spouse who hasn't remarried, or 

● Parent, or 

● Child, or 

● Sibling 

If you’re not the Veteran’s next of kin 

If the Veteran was discharged more than 62 years ago, you can order a copy of their 

military records. The National Archives opens all records to the public 62 years after 

discharge.  

Learn how to access archived records.  

If the Veteran was discharged less than 62 years ago, you may be able to request 

limited information from their Military Personnel File.  

Find out about general public access to military records. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.va.gov/records/get-military-service-records/ 
 
 

https://www.archives.gov/personnel-records-center/military-personnel/ompf-archival-requests
https://www.archives.gov/personnel-records-center/ompf-access-public


 
 

VA CONTACTS 

HUMBOLDT VA: 

Veterans Service Office 

 

Ph: 707-445-7611 

Fx: 707-476-2487 

 

1105 6th St. 

Suite F 

Eureka, CA 95501 

 

https://humboldtgov.org/517/Veterans-Service-Office  

 

CALIFORNIA VA REGIONAL OFFICES 

Regional Office 

 

Los Angeles Regional Office 

 

1-844-698-2311 

 

11000 Wilshire Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90024 

Monday-Friday, 8am-3:30pm 

 

https://www.benefits.va.gov/losangeles/ 

 

Additional VA facilities in the Los Angeles area 

 

https://www.benefits.va.gov/losangeles/other-va-facilities.asp 

 

Oakland Regional Office 

1-844-698-2311 

 

 

https://goo.gl/maps/h73qDQAcmHs
https://goo.gl/maps/h73qDQAcmHs
https://goo.gl/maps/h73qDQAcmHs
https://www.benefits.va.gov/losangeles/
https://www.benefits.va.gov/losangeles/other-va-facilities.asp


 

1301 Clay St., North Tower 

Oakland, CA 94612 

Monday-Friday, 9am-4pm 

 

https://www.benefits.va.gov/oakland/ 

 

Additional VA facilities in the Oakland area 

 

https://www.benefits.va.gov/Oakland/other-va-facilities.asp 

 

San Diego Regional Office 

 

1-844-698-2311 

 

8810 Rio San Diego Drive 

San Diego, CA 92108 

Monday-Friday, 8:00am-4pm 

 

https://www.benefits.va.gov/sandiego/ 

 

Additional VA facilities in the San Diego area 

 

https://www.benefits.va.gov/sandiego/other-va-facilities.asp 

 

REGIONAL OFFICES IN OTHER STATES 

 

https://www.benefits.va.gov/benefits/offices.asp 

 
 

https://www.benefits.va.gov/benefits/offices.asp


 
 

Burial and Plot Interment Allowance 
What Are VA Burial Allowances? 

VA burial allowances are flat-rate monetary benefits. They help cover eligible Veterans’ 
burial and funeral costs. Generally, they are paid at the maximum amount allowed by 
law.  

A 2014 VA regulation change helped simplify the program. Eligible surviving spouses are 
now paid automatically. This happens upon notification of the Veteran’s death. There is 
no need to submit a claim.  

However, VA may grant additional benefits after receiving a claim. These include plot or 
interment allowance and transportation allowance. 

Who Is Eligible? 

If the surviving spouse has not been automatically paid, VA will pay whomever files a 
claim first of the following: 

• The Veteran’s surviving spouse 
• The Veteran’s children, regardless of age 
• The Veteran’s parents  
• The executor or administrator of the estate  
• The survivor of a legal union with the Veteran. This applies to formal relationships 

that continued up until the Veteran’s death. The couple needs to have formalized the 
relationship under the law of the state. There should be state-issued documentation 
of the relationship. 

The Veteran must have a discharge other than dishonorable. The Veteran must also 
have met one of the following conditions: 

• Death as the result of a service-connected disability  
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• Receiving VA pension or compensation at time of death 
• Entitled to receive VA pension or compensation at time of death, but instead 

received full military retirement or disability pay  
• Died while hospitalized by VA or while receiving care under VA contract  
• Died while traveling under the following circumstances:  

o Under proper authorization and at VA expense 
o To or from a place for the purpose of examination, treatment or care 

• Had an original or reopened claim for VA compensation or pension pending at the 
time of death 
o Only if the Veteran would have been entitled to benefits from a date prior to 

the death date 
• Died on or after Oct. 9, 1996, while a patient at a VA-approved state nursing home 

How Much Does VA Pay?  

For service-connected deaths:  

• If the Veteran died on or after Sept. 11, 2001: maximum $2,000 
• If the Veteran died before Sept. 11, 2001: maximum $1,500  
• If the Veteran is buried in a VA national cemetery: some or all of the costs of 

transporting remains 

For non-service-connected deaths: 

• If the Veteran died on or after Oct. 1, 2017: $300 burial allowance; $762 for a plot 
• If the Veteran died on or after Oct. 1, 2016, but before Oct. 1, 2017: $300 burial 

allowance; $749 for a plot 
• If the Veteran died on or after Oct. 1, 2015, but before Oct. 1, 2016: $300 burial 

allowance; $747 for a plot 

Effective Oct. 1, 2011, non-service-connected death rates have changed. Payable rates 
are higher if the Veteran was hospitalized by VA at time of death.  

• If the Veteran died on or after Oct. 1, 2017: $762 burial allowance; $762 for a plot 
• If the Veteran died on or after Oct. 1, 2016: $749 burial allowance; $749 for a plot 
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• If the Veteran died on or after Oct. 1, 2015, but before Oct. 1, 2016: $747 burial 
allowance; $747 for a plot  

• If death occurred while the Veteran was hospitalized by VA: some or all costs of 
transporting remains 
o This also applies to VA-contracted nursing home care.  

 
Note: If the Veteran dies while traveling at VA expense, VA will pay burial, funeral, plot 
or interment allowances. VA will also pay transportation expenses. The traveling must 
have been for the purpose of an exam, treatment or care.  

For unclaimed remains:  

• If Veteran remains are unclaimed, the entity responsible for burial can receive a $300 
burial allowance.  

• If buried in a VA national cemetery, VA may reimburse: 
o The cost of transporting remains 
o The cost for a plot 

 
How Can You Apply?  

Apply by filling out VA Form 21P-530, “Application for Burial Benefits.” You can find the 
form at https://www.vba.va.gov/pubs/forms/VBA-21p-530-ARE.pdf. Attach a copy of 
the deceased’s discharge document and a death certificate. Attach a receipt if you are 
claiming transportation expenses.  

Mail your application to the VA regional benefit office in your state. You can find your 
office location by visiting https://www.benefits.va.gov/benefits/offices.asp. 

For more information, call 800-827-1000, or contact your local VA regional benefit 
office. 

Updated October 2018 

https://www.vba.va.gov/pubs/forms/VBA-21p-530-ARE.pdf
https://www.benefits.va.gov/benefits/offices.asp


IMPORTANT - READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY 
  
PRIVACY ACT INFORMATION: The responses you submit are considered confidential (38 U.S.C. 5701). They may be disclosed 
outside the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) only if the disclosure is authorized under the Privacy Act, including the routine uses 
identified in the VA system of records, 58VA21/22/28, Compensation, Pension, Education and Vocational Rehabilitation and 
Employment Records - VA, published in the Federal Register. The requested information is considered relevant and necessary to 
determine maximum benefits under the law and is required to obtain benefits. Information submitted is subject to verification through 
computer matching programs with other agencies. 
  
RESPONDENT BURDEN: We need this information to determine your eligibility to burial benefits. Title 38, United States Code, 
allows us to ask for this information. We estimate that you will need an average of 15 minutes to review the instructions, find the 
information, and complete this form. VA cannot conduct or sponsor a collection of information unless a valid OMB control number is 
displayed. Valid OMB control numbers can be located on the OMB Internet Page at www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain. If desired, 
you can call 1-800-827-1000 to get information on where to send comments or suggestions about this form.

1.  GENERAL

a.  ELIGIBILITY - NON-SERVICE-CONNECTED

(1)  NON-SERVICE-CONNECTED BURIAL ALLOWANCE - A one-time payment for a veteran who was receiving VA pension 
or disability compensation; would have been receiving disability compensation but for the receipt of military retired pay, or had 
an eligible pending claim at the time of death.

(2)  SERVICE-CONNECTED BURIAL ALLOWANCE - A one-time payment for a veteran who was rated totally disabled for a 
service-connected disability or disabilities; excluding individual unemployability, or who died of a service-connected disability.

(3)  VA MEDICAL CENTER DEATH BURIAL ALLOWANCE - A one-time payment for a veteran whose death was not service-
connected and who died while hospitalized by VA.

b.  BURIAL ALLOWANCE - A one-time benefit payment payable toward the expenses of the funeral and burial of the veteran's 
remains. Burial includes all legal methods of disposing of the veteran's remains including, but not limited to, cremation, burial at 
sea, and medical school donation. 

c.  PLOT OR INTERMENT ALLOWANCE - A one-time benefit payment payable toward:

"Plot" means the final disposition site of the remains, whether it is a grave, mausoleum vault, columbarium niche, or similar place. 
"Interment" means the burial of casketed remains in the ground or the placement of cremated remains into a columbarium niche. 

(1)  Expenses incurred for the plot or interment if burial was not in a national cemetery or other cemetery under the jurisdiction of 
the United States; OR

(2)  Expenses payable to a State (or political subdivision of a State) if the veteran died from non-service-connected causes and was   
buried in a State-owned cemetery or section used solely for the remains of persons eligible for burial in a national cemetery.

d.  TRANSPORTATION EXPENSES - The cost of transporting the body to the place of burial may be paid in addition to the burial 
allowance when:

(1)  The veteran died of a service-connected disability or had a compensable service-connected disability and burial is in a national 
cemetery; OR

(2)  The veteran died while in a hospital, domiciliary or nursing home to which he/she had been properly admitted under         
authority of VA; OR

(4)  The veteran's remains are unclaimed and burial is in a national cemetery.

(3)  The veteran died en route while traveling under prior authorization of VA for the purpose of examination, treatment; OR

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING APPLICATION FOR BURIAL BENEFITS 
(UNDER 38 U.S.C., CHAPTER 23)

VA FORM 
APR 2017 21P-530 SUPERSEDES VA FORM 21P-530, JUN 2015,  

WHICH WILL NOT BE USED. Page 1

www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain


9.  WHERE DO I MAIL MY COMPLETED APPLICATION? - You should mail your application to the VA regional office located 
in your state. You can obtain the mailing address for VA regional offices by accessing the VA Internet web site at  
www.va.gov/directory. The address is also located in the government pages of your telephone book under "United States Government, 
Veterans."

2.  WHO SHOULD FILE A CLAIM - VA may grant a claim that any eligible person files. Upon death of the veteran, VA will pay the 
first living person to file a claim of those listed below:

*For purposes of this application, legal union means a formal relationship between the veteran and the survivor that existed on the date 
of the veteran's death, was recognized under the law of the State in which the couple formalized the relationship, and was evidenced 
by the State's issuance of documentation memorializing the relationship. 
  
If the veterans remains are unclaimed, VA will pay the person or entity that provided burial services for the remains of an unclaimed 
veteran.

(1)  The veteran's surviving spouse; OR
(2)  The survivor of a legal union* between the deceased veteran and the survivor; OR
(3)  The veteran's children, regardless of age; OR
(4)  The veteran's parents or the surviving parent; OR
(5)  The executor or administrator of the deceased veteran's estate, or person acting for the deceased veteran's estate.

3.  TIME LIMIT FOR FILING A CLAIM - A claim for non-service-connected burial allowance must be filed with VA within 2 years 
after the date of the veteran's permanent burial or cremation. If a veteran's discharge was corrected after death to "Under Conditions 
Other Than Dishonorable," the claim must be filed within 2 years after the date of correction. There is no time limit for the service-
connected burial allowance, plot or interment allowance, VA hospitalization death burial allowance, or reimbursement of 
transportation expenses.

4.  COMPLETING CLAIM BY A FIRM OR STATE AGENCY - The claim must be executed in the full name of the firm or State 
agency, and show the official position or connection of the individual who signs on its behalf.

5.  PROOF OF DEATH TO ACCOMPANY CLAIM - Death in a government institution does not need to be proven. In other cases, the 
claimant must forward a copy of the public record of death. If proof has previously been furnished VA, it need not be submitted again.

6.  STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT MUST ACCOMPANY TRANSPORTATION CLAIMS - If transported by common carrier, a receipt 
must accompany the claim. All receipts for transportation charges should show the name of the veteran, the name of the person who 
paid, and the amount of the charges. The itemized statement of account should show the charges made for transportation. Failure to 
itemize charges may result in delay or payment of a lesser amount.

7.  SERVICE RECORD - The original or certified copy of the veteran's service separation document (DD214 or equivalent) which 
contains information as to the length, time, and character of service will permit prompt processing.

8.  TOLL-FREE TELEPHONE ASSISTANCE - You can call us toll-free within the U.S. by dialing 1-800-827-1000. If you 
are located in the local dialing area of a VA regional office, you can also call us by checking your local telephone directory. For the 
hearing impaired, our TDD number is 711.

VA FORM 21P-530, APR 2017 Page 2

www.va.gov/directory
www.va.gov/directory


(DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE) 
(VA DATE STAMP)

APPLICATION FOR BURIAL BENEFITS 
(Under 38 U.S.C. Chapter 23)

OMB Approved No. 2900-0003 
Respondent Burden: 15 Minutes 
Expiration Date:  04/30/2020

IMPORTANT - Read instructions carefully before completing form. YOUR  
COMPLIANCE WITH ALL INSTRUCTIONS WILL AVOID DELAY. Type or print all 
information.

VA FORM 
APR 2017 21P-530

10C. DATE OF BURIAL

9B. PLACE OF BIRTH
PART II  - INFORMATION REGARDING VETERAN

9A. DATE OF BIRTH

10A. DATE OF DEATH 10B. PLACE OF DEATH

11C. SEPARATED FROM SERVICE

DATE PLACE
11B. SERVICE 

NUMBER
11D. GRADE, RANK OR RATING, 

ORGANIZATION AND BRANCH OF SERVICE
11A. ENTERED SERVICE

DATE PLACE

SERVICE INFORMATION (The following information should be furnished for the periods of the VETERAN'S ACTIVE SERVICE)

12. IF VETERAN SERVED UNDER NAME OTHER THAN THAT SHOWN IN ITEM 1, GIVE FULL NAME AND SERVICE RENDERED UNDER THAT NAME

8. RELATIONSHIP OF CLAIMANT TO DECEASED VETERAN (Check one)

SUPERSEDES VA FORM 21P-530, JUN 2015,  
WHICH WILL NOT BE USED

Page 3

SPOUSE

CHILD

EXECUTOR/ADMINISTRATOR OF ESTATE  OR PERSON ACTING FOR THE ESTATE 

PARENT

OTHER (Specify)

NOTE: You can either complete the form online or by hand. Please print information  
using blue or black ink, neatly, and legibly to help process the form.

PART I - PERSONAL INFORMATION
1. FIRST, MIDDLE, LAST NAME OF DECEASED VETERAN'S NAME 

CLAIMANT'S PERSONAL INFORMATION
C/CSS - 

3. VA FILE NUMBER2. VETERAN'S SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER

4. CLAIMANT'S NAME (First, middle initial, last)

5. CURRENT MAILING ADDRESS (Number and street or rural route, P.O. Box, City, State, ZIP Code and Country)

  No. & 
  Street

  Apt./Unit Number

  State/Province   Country   ZIP Code/Postal Code

  City

6. PREFERRED TELEPHONE NUMBER (Include Area Code) 7. PREFERRED E-MAIL ADDRESS



The Department of Veterans Affairs will furnish, upon request, a Government headstone or marker at the expense of the United States for the unmarked graves of certain 
individuals eligible for burial in a national cemetery, but not buried there. These individuals may include any veterans with an other than dishonorable discharge who dies 
after service or any servicemember who dies on active duty. Certain other individuals may also be eligible for the headstone or marker. Headstones or markers for all 
individuals in a national or post cemetery are furnished automatically without request from the family. 
For additional information on burial benefits go to the web site, www.cem.va.gov/bbene_burial.asp. To obtain VA Form 40-1330, Application for Standard Government 
Headstone or Marker go to www.va.gov/vaforms or contact your local VA regional office. The address of that office can be found at to www.va.gov/directory.

PART V - CLAIM  FOR TRANSPORTATION REIMBURSEMENT
19. EXPENSES INCURED FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF THE VETERAN'S REMAINS FROM THE PLACE OF DEATH TO THE FINAL RESTING PLACE 
      (Attach itemized receipts)

$

20B. OFFICIAL POSITION OF PERSON SIGNING ON BEHALF OF FIRM, 
CORPORATION OR STATE AGENCY (Please sign in ink.)

21. FULL NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE FIRM, CORPORATION, OR STATE AGENCY FILING AS CLAIMANT

WITNESS TO SIGNATURE IF MADE BY "X"
NOTE - If claimant signed above using an "X", signature must be witnessed by two persons to whom the person making the statement is personally known, and 
the signatures and addresses of such witnesses must be shown below.

22A. SIGNATURE OF WITNESS (Sign in ink.)

23A. SIGNATURE OF WITNESS (Sign in ink.)

22B. ADDRESS OF WITNESS

23B. ADDRESS OF WITNESS

PENALTY - The law provides severe penalties which include fine or imprisonment, or both, for the willful submission of any statement or evidence of 
a material fact knowing it to be false.

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS HEADSTONES AND MARKERS

PART VI - CERTIFICATION AND SIGNATURE
I CERTIFY THAT the foregoing statements made in connection with this application on account of the named veteran are true and correct to 
the best of my knowledge and belief.
20A. SIGNATURE OF CLAIMANT (Sign in ink) (If signed using an "X", complete Items  
         22A thru 23B) (If signing for firm, corporation, or State agency, complete Items 20B thru 21)

VA FORM 21P-530, APR 2017 Page 4

16. PLACE OF BURIAL OR LOCATION OF DECEASED VETERAN'S REMAINS 
      (Specify)

17B. WAS VETERAN BURIED IN A NATIONAL CEMETERY, OR ONE OWNED BY  
         THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT?

YES NO

PART IV - CLAIM FOR PLOT OR INTERMENT ALLOWANCE

18A. DID A FEDERAL/STATE GOVERNMENT OR THE VETERAN'S 
EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTE TO THE BURIAL?

$

18B. AMOUNT OF GOVERNMENT OR EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTION

(If "Yes," complete Item 18B)YES NO

17A. DID YOU INCUR EXPENSES FOR THE VETERAN'S PLOT OR INTERMENT?

YES NO

17C. WAS THE VETERAN BURIED IN A STATE VETERANS CEMETERY?

YES NO

15A. DID YOU INCUR EXPENSES FOR THE VETERAN'S BURIAL?

YES NO

15B. ARE YOU SEEKING BURIAL BENEFITS FOR THE UNCLAIMED REMAINS OF A VETERAN?

YES NO

PART III - CLAIM FOR BURIAL ALLOWANCE

YES NO

13A. TYPE OF BURIAL ALLOWANCE REQUESTED (Check one)

14. IF YOU ARE THE DECEASED VETERAN'S SPOUSE, DID YOU 
PREVIOUSLY RECEIVE A VA BURIAL ALLOWANCE?

NON-SERVICE-CONNECTED DEATH

SERVICE-CONNECTED DEATH
VA MEDICAL CENTER DEATH (See instructions for definition.)

(If VA Medical Center Death is checked, provide actual burial cost.) 
$

13B. WHERE DID THE VETERAN'S DEATH OCCUR? (Check one)
VA MEDICAL CENTER

STATE VETERANS HOME

NURSING HOME UNDER VA CONTRACT

OTHER (Specify)

VETERAN'S SSN

www.cem.va.gov/bbene_burial.asp
www.va.gov/vaforms
www.va.gov/directory


OMB Control No. 2900-0013 
Respondent Burden: 15 Minutes 
Expiration Date: 06-30-2021

APPLICATION FOR UNITED STATES FLAG FOR BURIAL PURPOSES
PRIVACY ACT NOTICE: VA will not disclose information collected on this form to any source other than what has been authorized under the Privacy Act of 1974 or Title 38, Code of Federal Regulations 1.576 for routine 
uses (i.e., civil or criminal law enforcement, congressional communications, epidemiological or research studies, the collection of money owed to the United States, litigation in which the United States is a party or has an 
interest, the administration of VA programs and delivery of VA benefits, verification of identity and status, and personnel administration) as identified in the VA system of records, 58VA21/22/28, Compensation, Pension, 
Education, and Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment Records - VA, published in the Federal Register. Your obligation to respond is required to obtain or retain benefits. Giving us the veteran's SSN account information 
is voluntary. Refusal to provide the veteran's SSN by itself will not result in the denial of benefits. VA will not deny an individual benefits for refusing to provide his or her SSN unless the disclosure of the SSN is required by 
a Federal Statute of law in effect prior to January 1, 1975, and still in effect. The requested information is considered relevant and necessary to determine entitlement to benefits under the law. The responses you submit are 
considered confidential (38 U.S.C. 5701). Information submitted is subject to verification through computer matching programs with other agencies. 
RESPONDENT BURDEN: We need this information to determine eligibility for issuance of a burial flag to a family member or friend of a deceased veteran (38 U.S.C. 2301). Title 38, United States Code, allows us to ask 
for this information. We estimate that you will need an average of 15 minutes to review the instructions, find the information, and complete this form. VA cannot conduct or sponsor a collection of information unless a valid 
OMB control number is displayed. You are not required to respond to a collection of information if this number is not displayed. Valid OMB control numbers can be located on the OMB Internet Page at 
www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain.   If desired, you can call 1-800-827-1000 to get information on where to send comments or suggestions about this form.

IMPORTANT - Postmaster or other issuing official: Submit this form to the nearest VA regional office. Be sure to complete the stub at the bottom.

SUPERSEDES VA FORM 27- 2008, MAR 2015, WHICH WILL NOT BE USED.

INFORMATION ABOUT THE FLAG RECIPIENT AND APPLICANT

2. MAIDEN NAME OR OTHER NAME(S) VETERAN USED WHILE ON ACTIVE DUTY 
    (Print or type)

6. BRANCH OF SERVICE (Check box)

11. DATE OF BURIAL

 ARMY  NAVY

 YES  NO

 MARINE CORPS  OTHER (Specify) SELECTED SERVICE COAST GUARD AIR FORCE

13. HAS DOCUMENTATION BEEN PRESENTED OR ATTACHED THAT SHOWS THE VETERAN MEETS THE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA? (See Paragraphs C, D, and E of    
the "Instructions")

INFORMATION ABOUT THE DECEASED VETERAN (Complete as much as possible) 
(Information provided is considered essential when applying for other VA benefits.)

14A. NAME OF PERSON ENTITLED TO RECEIVE FLAG

15. REMARKS

4. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER3. VA FILE NUMBER 5. MILITARY SERVICE NUMBER/SERIAL NUMBER

12. PLACE OF BURIAL (Name of cemetery, city, and State)

8. DATE RELEASED FROM ACTIVE DUTY (or 
     Selected Reserve)

9. DATE OF BIRTH

16. SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT (Sign in INK)

10. DATE OF DEATH

17. ADDRESS OF APPLICANT (Number and street or 
rural route, city or P.O., and ZIP Code)

19. DATE SIGNED

PENALTY - The law provides that whoever makes any statement of a material fact knowing it to be false shall be punished by a fine, imprisonment, or both.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT OF FLAG (ONLY ONE FLAG MAY BE ISSUED FOR EACH DECEASED VETERAN)

I CERTIFY that the statements made in this document are true and complete to the best of my knowledge. I further certify that the deceased veteran is eligible, in 
accordance with the attached instructions, for issue of a United States flag for burial purposes, and such flag has not been previously applied for or furnished.

20. SIGNATURE OF PERSON RECEIVING FLAG (Sign in INK) 21. DATE FLAG ISSUED

FOR VA USE22. NAME AND ADDRESS OF POST OFFICE OR OTHER FLAG ISSUE POINT
DATE NOTIFICATION  
FORWARDED TO SUPPLY

STATION NUMBER

This stub is to be completed by the POSTMASTER or other issuing official. Upon receipt the VA Regional Office will detach and forward it to 
the appropriate Supply Officer.

VA FORM 27-2008, JUN 2018

27-2008

NOTIFICATION OF ISSUANCE OF FLAG
DATE FLAG ISSUED

SIGNATURE OF POSTMASTER OR OTHER ISSUING OFFICIAL

 ADDRESS OF POST OFFICE OR OTHER FLAG ISSUE POINT

1. FIRST, MIDDLE, LAST NAME OF VETERAN (Print or type)

SEE INSTRUCTIONS
VA FORM 
JUN 2018

SUPERSEDES VA FORM 27- 2008, MAR 2015, 
WHICH WILL NOT BE USED.

18. RELATIONSHIP TO 
DECEASED VETERAN

(If "No," explain in Item 15, "Remarks" (See paragraph E of the "Instructions"))

7. DATE ENTERED ACTIVE DUTY (or Selected   
    Reserve)         

14B. RELATIONSHIP OF DECEASED VETERAN (See Paragraph F of the "Instructions")

14C. ADDRESS OF PERSON ENTITLED TO RECEIVE FLAG (Number and street or rural route, city or P.O., State and ZIP Code)

ISSUING POINT TELEPHONE NO.

14D. TELEPHONE NUMBER

www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain


INSTRUCTIONS

Note: The flag cannot be replaced if it is lost, destroyed, or stolen. 
Additionally, a flag may not be issued after burial unless it was 
impossible to obtain a flag in time to drape the casket or accompany the 
urn before burial. If the next-of-kin or friend is requesting the flag after 
the veteran's burial, he or she must personally sign the application and 
explain in Item 15 "Remarks" the reason that prevented timely 
application for a burial flag. 

B. How do I apply for a burial flag? 
Complete VA Form 27-2008, and submit it to a funeral director or a 
representative of the veteran or other organization having charge of the 
funeral arrangements or acting in the interest of the veteran. You may 
get a flag at any VA regional office or U.S. Post Office. When burial is 
in a national, State or military post cemetery, a burial flag will be 
provided.

D. Who is not eligible for a burial flag? (Continued) 
  
• Persons who served with any of the forces allied with the 
United States in any war, even though United States citizens, 
if they did not serve with the United States armed forces. 
   
• Persons inducted for training and service who, before entering 
such training and service were transferred to the Enlisted 
Reserve Corps and given a furlough. 
  
• Former temporary members of the United States Coast Guard 
Reserve.

A. How can I contact VA if I have questions? 
If you have questions about this form, how to fill it out, or about 
benefits, contact your nearest VA regional office. You can locate the 
address of the nearest regional office in your telephone book blue pages 
under "United States Government, Veterans" or call 1-800-827-1000 
(Hearing Impaired TDD relay line is 711). You may also contact VA by 
Internet at https://iris.custhelp.com/.

F. Who is eligible to receive a burial flag? 
Only one flag may be issued for each deceased veteran. Generally, the 
flag is given to the next-of-kin as a keepsake after its use during the 
funeral service. The flag is given to the following person(s) in the order 
of precedence listed: 
  
• surviving spouse 
  
• children, according to age 
  
• parents, including adoptive, stepparents, and foster parents 
  
• brothers or sisters, including brothers or sisters of half blood 
  
• uncles or aunts 
    
• nephews or nieces 
  
• others, such as cousins or grandparents 
    
Note: When there is no next-of-kin, VA will furnish the flag to a friend 
making a request for it. If there is no living relative or one cannot be 
located, and no friend requests the flag, it must be returned to the nearest 
VA facility.

C. Who is eligible for a burial flag? 
Generally, veterans with an other than dishonorable discharge. 
Note: This includes veterans who served in the Philippine 
military forces while such forces were in the service of the U.S. 
armed forces under the President's Order of July 26, 1941 and 
died on or after April 25, 1951, and veterans who served in 
the Philippine military services are eligible for burial in a 
national cemetery. 
  
Veterans who were entitled to retired pay for service in the 
reserves, or would have been entitled to such pay but not for 
being under 60 years of age. 
  
Members or former members of the Selected Reserve 
(Army, Air Force, Coast Guard, Marine Corps, or Naval 
Reserve; Air National Guard; or Army National Guard) who 
served at least one enlistment or, in the case of an officer, the 
period of initial obligation, or were discharged for disability 
incurred or aggravated in line of duty, or died while a member 
of the Selected Reserve.

D. Who is not eligible for a burial flag? 
Veterans who received a dishonorable discharge. 
  
• Members of the Selected Reserve whose last discharge from 
service was under conditions less favorable than honorable. 
  
• Peacetime veterans who were discharged before June 27, 1950 
and did not serve at least one complete enlistment or incur or 
aggravate a disability in the line of duty. 
  
• Veterans who were convicted of a Federal capital crime and 
sentenced to death or life imprisonment, or were convicted of  
a State capital crime and sentenced to death or life  
imprisonment without parole, or were found to have committed 
a Federal or State capital crime but were not convicted by   
reason of not being available for trial due to death or flight to 
avoid prosecution. 
  
• Discharged or rejected draftees, or members of the National  
Guard, who reported to camp in answer to the President's call  
for World War I service but who, when medically examined, 
were not finally accepted for military service. 
  
• Persons who were discharged from World War I service prior to 
November 12, 1918, on their own application or solicitation by  
reason of being an alien, or any veterans discharged for alienage 
during a period of hostilities.

E. What documentation is required in order to receive a burial flag? 
Provide a copy of the veteran's discharge documents that shows service 
dates and the character of service, such as DD Form 214, or verification 
of service from the veteran's service department or VA. Various 
information requested, is considered essential to the proper processing of 
the application.  Ensure these areas are completed as fully as possible. 
Note: If the claimant is unable to provide documentary proof, a flag may 
be issued when a statement is made by a person of established character 
and reputation that he/she personally knows the deceased to have been a 
veteran who meets the eligibility criteria.

VA FORM 27-2008, JUN 2018
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ISSUING OFFICIAL WILL DETACH THIS SHEET AND PRESENT IT TO THE RECIPIENT OF THE FLAG

USE OF THE FLAG

CORRECT METHOD OF FOLDING THE UNITED STATES FLAG

(E) The diagonal or triangular 
folding is continued toward the 
blue union until the end is 
reached, with only the blue 
showing and the form being 
that of a cocked (three corner) 
hat.

(A) Straighten out the flag to 
full length and fold lengthwise 
once, folding the lower 
striped section of the flag 
over the blue field.

(B) Fold the flag lengthwise a 
second time to meet the open 
edge, making sure that the 
union of stars on the blue 
field remains outward in full 
view.

(C) A triangular fold is then 
started by bringing the striped 
corner of the folded edge to 
the open edge.

(D) The outer point is then 
turned inward, parallel with the 
open edge to form a second 
triangle.

4. Folding the flag (see illustration below):

3. During a military commitment ceremony, the flag which 
was used to drape the casket is held waist high over the 
grave by the pallbearers and, immediately after the sounding 
of "Taps," is folded in accordance with the illustration below.

(c) Full Couch (Open) - When the flag is used to drape a 
full-couch casket, it should be folded in a triangular shape 
and placed in the center part of the head panel of the casket 
cap, just above the left shoulder of the deceased.

(b) Half Couch (Open) - When the flag is used to drape a 
half-couch casket, it should be placed in three layers to 
cover the closed half of the casket in such a manner that the 
blue field will be the top fold, next to the open portion of the 
casket on the deceased's left.

(a) Closed Casket - When the flag is used to drape a closed 
casket, it should be so placed that the union (blue field) is at 
the head and over the left shoulder of the deceased.

2. When used to drape the casket, the flag should be placed 
as follows:

1. This flag is issued on behalf of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to honor the memory of one who has served 
our country.

5. The flag should not be lowered into the grave or allowed 
to touch the ground.  When taken from the casket, it should 
be folded as shown (see illustration).

6. The flag should form a distinctive feature of the 
ceremony of the unveiling of a statue or monument, but it 
should never be used as a covering for the statue or 
monument.

7. The flag should never be fastened, displayed, used, or 
stowed in such a manner as will permit it to be easily torn, 
soiled, or damaged in any way.

8. The flag should never have placed upon it, nor any part 
of it, nor attached to it, any mark, insignia, letter, word, 
figure, design, picture, or drawing of any nature.

9. The flag should never be used as a receptacle for 
receiving, holding, carrying, or delivering anything.

10. The flag, when badly worn, torn, or soiled should no 
longer be publicly displayed, but privately destroyed by 
burning in such a manner as to convey no suggestion of 
disrespect or irreverence.

VA FORM 27-2008, JUN 2018
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