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St. Patrick Catholic Church 
436 W. Main St, LeRoy, MN 55951 

Saturday Mass @ 5:00 p.m. 

St. Finbarr Catholic Church 
504 1

st

 St SW, Grand Meadow, MN 55936 

Sunday Mass @ 8:30 a.m. 

St. Ignatius Catholic Church 
213 W. Franklin St, Spring Valley, MN 55975 

Sunday Mass @ 10:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday, August 25, 2019 
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

From the Desk of Fr. Marreddy Pothireddy 
Readings: Isaiah 66:18-21; Hebrews 12:5-7.11-13; Luke 13:22-30 
 

“Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I tell you, will attempt to enter but will not 

be strong enough.” 
 

God invites us to understand the ultimate goal of life and to discover the true meaning of life as 

we go in search of our final destiny. For many people who are engaged in such a search, 

religion remains a self-discovery and it leads to God. 

Faith is a journey to the dwelling place of God. Like Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem, our faith 

journey is difficult and painful. Doubt, despair and ridicule are among the obstacles we must 

encounter. 
 

What does the image of a door say to us about the kingdom of God? Jesus' story about the door being shut to those who 

come too late suggests they had offended their host and deserved to be excluded. It was customary for teachers in Jesus' 

time to close the door on tardy students and not allow them back for a whole week in order to teach them a lesson in 

discipline and faithfulness.  
 

Jesus told this story in response to the question of who will make it to heaven, to God's kingdom of everlasting peace and 

eternal life. Jesus surprised His listeners by saying that one's membership as a people who have entered into a covenant 

relationship with God does not automatically mean entry into the everlasting kingdom of God. Second, Jesus asserts that 

many from the Gentile (non-Jewish) nations would enter God's kingdom. God's invitation is open to Jew and Gentile 

alike.  
 

The “narrow gate” of the Gospel is difficult to enter. Limitless love, unconditional forgiveness, sacrificial selflessness is 

the only entry into the reign of God. The “narrow gates” we encounter in life require of us an honesty and integrity that we 

cannot ignore or fake our way through or re-invent ourselves to ease our way through. 
 

But Jesus warns that we can be excluded if we do not strive to enter by the narrow door. What did Jesus mean by this 

expression? The door which Jesus had in mind was Himself. I am the door; if any one enters by me, he will be saved (John 

10:9).  
 

Blessings! 

Tri-Parish Catholic Community News 



St. Finbarr Announcements 
Mass Schedule 

Tuesday, August 27th @ 8:30 am for Melissa Benson † 

Friday, August 30th @ 10 am at Assisted Living for Kathy Wilder † 

Sunday, September 1st @ 8:30 am for Patrick & Robert Brogan † 

Liturgy Schedule for Sun, Sept 1st @ 8:30 am 

Greeters:  Brad & Kristie Skifter 

Ushers:  Lon Baldus & Chris Stier 

Servers:  Avery Paul & Rylee Schaufler 

Lector:  Lynn Baldus 

Gifts:  Brad & Kristie Skifter 

EM:  Kristie Skifter, Kathy Gehling, G/N Skifter 

Counters:  Lon Baldus & Rochelle Fay 

Offering from August 18, 2019 – Week 7 

Weekly Support:                        $     688.00             

Weekly Budgeted Expenses:     $  1,737.00         

YTD Support Received:            $  7,674.00 

YTD Expenses Paid:                 $22,825.00 

• “Tried and True” Cookbooks For Sale:  The St. Finbarr cookbooks are for sale for $20/book.  You may stop after Mass in the social 

hall to buy a cookbook or get in touch with Jenny Weiss at 507-951-3083 or Jenny Gehling at 507-251-7929.  Cookbooks are also being 

sold at the Diner and the Motor Mart during their business hours.  They are going fast – we have less than 50 left! 

• Donations for Davis’s:  Dylan and Tiffany Davis welcomed preemie twins, Aletta and Simon to their family on June 30, 2019.  We 

have set up a donation area in the narthex for their family.  Please consider donating size 1 and 2 diapers and cash to help defray the 

costs of daily trips to and from the hospital to visit their babies.  Thank you for helping this parish family!  Contact Kristie Skifter with 

questions or cash donations at 507-259-5394. 

• Kids Offertory: The Faith Formation kids will be collecting donations during offertory to go towards a Feed My Starving Children 

event that they will be attending in Dexter on Wednesday, September 18th.  The money will pay for the food that they will be packing 

for starving children in the world.  Thank you for your generosity. 

• Mission Circle:  will meet Wednesday, September 4th in the social hall at 1 pm. 

St. Patrick Announcements 
Mass Schedule 

Wednesday, August 28th @ 8:30 am for Lenny Vigesaa † 

Saturday, August 31st @ 5:00 pm for The People  

Liturgy Schedule for Sat, Aug 31st @ 5:00 pm 

Greeter:  Paul & Cathy Yoch 

Ushers:  Steve Kasel & Mike Welsh 

Servers:  Brittany Tucke & Brianna Tucke 

Lectors:  Mike Harrington & Sharon Jacobson 

Gifts:  Rod & Shirley Miller 

EM:  Kathy Stern, Wendy Vikre, Joyce Arndorfer 

Counters:  Paul Yoch & Tom Winkels 

Offering from August 17, 2019 – Week 7 

Weekly Support:                         $     601.00              

Weekly Budgeted Expenses:      $  1,346.00         

YTD Support Received:             $  7,128.00 

YTD Expenses Paid:                  $24,881.00 

• Yard Person/Custodian Needed:   St Patrick's is looking for someone to mow lawn in the summer and shovel sidewalks in the winter 

and/or custodian.  Contact Father Marreddy if you are interested or have questions. 

• School Supplies: As school supplies go on sale, remember to stock up for Gift of Joy Christmas boxes.  Remember full-sized spiral 

notebooks do NOT fit in the boxes.  Boxes at St. Patrick's will be available in late September. 

St. Ignatius Announcements 
Mass Schedule 

Thursday, August 29th @ 8:30 am for Milton Mettler † 

Sunday, Sept 1st @ 10:30 am for Velda Schulte † 

Liturgy Schedule for Sun, Sept 1 @ 10:30 am 

Greeters:   Lois Boelter 

Ushers:  P. Klockman, V. Comstock. R. Drees II & III 

Servers:  Olivia Drees & Caden Reiter 

Lectors:  Joanie Musel & Krystal Colwell 

Gifts:  Chari Kruegel Family 

EM:  Team 1 

Counters:  Team 1 

Offering from August 18, 2019 – Week 7 

Weekly Support:                         $  1,067.00              

Weekly Budgeted Expenses:      $  1,786.00         

YTD Support Received:             $11,183.00 

YTD Expenses Paid:                  $37,493.00 

• If you haven’t heard, our 44th annual Fall Festival is going to have some changes this year. We are trying a parking lot get together for 

all activities, including the chicken dinner. It will be Saturday evening, September 21st. Mass at St. Ignatius will be at 4:30 p.m. that 

weekend. Activities will begin at 5 p.m. and running through 7:30 p.m. We will have all the fixings for our chicken dinner including 

pies.  The silent auction will be going on and raffle ticket sales plus some children’s games all in the parking lot. An added treat will be 

the Bear Creek Boys providing music. For this to all to come together however we will need all parishioners to help in whatever way 

you can, and hopefully in multiple ways.  If you need more raffle tickets, please see Marcy Capelle. The Knights are going to host their 

famous Silent Auction so if any families would like to donate an item or themed basket, please see John Deatsch.  And of course many 

helpers are needed on the day of to provide our communities with a scrumptious meal. The sign-up sheet is in the entryway and is also 

posted on our website at www.tri-parish.net.  There is also a pie sign-up sheet there for families to sign up to bring a pie or two of their 

choice. Please help in all ways that you can.  Thank you! 

• Spring Valley Knights of Columbus will have their September meeting in the church hall on Monday, September 2nd with supper at 6 

PM and meeting to follow. 

• Thank you!  Thank You...Russ Betsinger, Rita Bezdicek, Pat Blahnik, Phyllis Buresh, and Jan Peterson for donating delicious pies for 

the SV Ministerial Ag Days social at the park. 

http://www.tri-parish.net/
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• 21st Annual Tri-Parish Harvest Mass: Our 21st Annual Harvest Mass will be on Sunday, 

September 8th at 10 a.m. at Wayne and Phyllis Buresh, 76721 State Highway 16 Grand 

Meadow. Feel free to bring your own lawn chair or seating will be available. There will be a 

wagon shuttle from the parking area to the Mass. Please come early as this shuttle will end at 

9:50 a.m. In case of inclement weather, the Harvest Mass will be at St. Ignatius Church at 10 

a.m. with the meal to follow in the basement. Each entryway has a list of workers needed if 

you are able to help out on that day. We are also looking for garden tomatoes as the day 

approaches so please sign up to drop those off in the church entryway. Thank you. 

• Visitation Fall Festival will be at the Stacyville Iowa Community Center, on September 15, 

2019! Beef and Ham Dinner from 11:00-2:00 with Auctions beginning at 1:30 p.m. Please 

come join us for a day of fellowship! 

• You are invited to St. Ignatius’ 44th Annual Fall Festival. We are having a parking lot get 

together on Saturday, September 21st.  Mass that weekend will be at 4:30 p.m. at St. Ignatius so come over for Mass and stay for supper. 

Barbecued Chicken Dinner with baked potato, coleslaw, bun, beverage and pie.  Serving between 5 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. or until gone. $8 for 

¼ chicken, $11 for ½ chicken. We will also have many items for a Silent Auction with bidding going on until 7:30 p.m. Our raffle drawing 

will be at 7:15 p.m. Raffle tickets are $ 5 and can be purchased from any St. Ignatius member or at the dinner.  Lots of great prizes 

including cash will be given away. We will also be having face painting and bean bags for the children to play. Come and enjoy the evening 

– bring the whole family. In case of inclement weather, everything will be moved inside the church. 

• You’re Invited!  Join Catholic United Financial for an inspirational day with keynote speaker and musician, Luke Spehar. Lunch will be 

provided along with workshops on charitable giving, fraud prevention, and volunteerism.   All are welcome for this free event on October 

12th at Church of the Resurrection from 11:30 AM – 4:30 PM.  Childcare is available.  Register online 

at www.catholicunitedfinancial.org/gathering or call 1-888-346-7183. 

• Coming this Fall! Mark your calendars!  All parishes welcome!  We will be starting our fall Adult Study Program.   Please join us for 

faith and fellowship at St. Ignatius Hall. We will be reviewing the Acts of the Apostles.  Sessions will begin Saturday Sept. 28TH  from 7-

8:30. Only $10 for workbook, or just follow on formed.org.  Contact Amy Mulhern (507)421-1929 or email bygodsgrace777@hotmail.com 

• St. Finbarr “Tried and True” Cookbooks for Sale:  If you would like to purchase a St. Finbarr cookbook with over 535 recipes for $20 

please contact Jenny Gehling at 507-251-7929 or Jenny Weiss at 507-951-3083.  They are going fast – we have less than 50 left! 

• Catechetical Day: Catechetical Day this year is Monday, August 26, and will again be held at Lourdes High School in Rochester. Our 

theme will be “Missionary Discipleship.” Registration is $10 to cover lunch. Please register at https://www.dowr.org/event-details/599 

• DivorceCare: If you or someone you know is hurting from the effects of a marital separation or divorce, we are now accepting registrations 

for a DivorceCare program. The first of thirteen sessions begins Thursday September 5th and meets weekly from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm at Pax 

Christi Catholic Church in Rochester. Cost of the program workbook is $20. You may register with parishioner Dick Frost by email at: 

finehire2@gmail.com. For an overview of the program, visit www.divorcecare.org. 

• Married Couples Retreat: The sixth annual Married Couples Retreat will be held at Shalom Hill Farm in Windom, on the weekend of 

October 4-6. Please offer this retreat to the couples in your parish by 

posting the attached poster.  

Future Events 

Harvest Mass: Sunday, September 8th  

@ 10 am at the Wayne & Phyllis 

Buresh Farm @ 76721 St Hwy 16 

 

St. Ignatius Fall Festival:  Saturday, 

September 21st @ 5 pm 

Mass Schedule for this weekend only: 

St. Ignatius – Sept 21st @ 4:30 pm 

St. Finbarr – Sept 22nd @ 8:30 am 

St. Patrick – Sept 22nd @ 10:30 am 

Tri-Parish Staff Directory 
 

Parish Priest: 
Father Marreddy: 507-346-7565(office)  

507-951-7985 (cell)    
               Email: stignatius213@yahoo.com 

Tri-Parish Bookkeeper:   
Elaine Mills  507-440-0674 
  Email: memills@frontiernet.net  

Tri-Parish Secretary:   
Jenny Gehling 507-251-7929   

                Email: triparishsecretary@gmail.com  

St. Ignatius Maintenance: 
Jerry Wolff   507-951-5539 

Faith Formation Coordinators: 
Nichol Arndorfer – St. Ignatius  507-273-3705 
Mychelle Christian – St. Ignatius  507-272-5560 
Elaine Mills – St. Patrick   507-440-0674 
Jenny Gehling – St. Finbarr   507-251-7929 
St. Finbarr Kitchen    507-754-5190 
St. Ignatius Office    507-346-7565 
St. Ignatius Fax    507-346-7725 

 

Tri-Parish Website: www.tri-parish.net 

Please keep the sick, hospitalized & homebound Tri-Parish 
members in your prayers.  If you would like to be included in 
the bulletin prayer chain, call Jenny Gehling or send an email to 
triparishsecretary@gmail.com.  Their name will be listed in the 
bulletin for our parish family to pray for your return to good 
health. 

+++++++++++ 
Please keep the following people in your prayers: 
Candis Wiste – St. Ignatius Parish 
Simon & Aletta Davis – St. Finbarr Parish 
Al Stier – St. Finbarr Parish 
Special Intention for 2 people with cancer – St. Ignatius Parish 
Barb Pottoff – St. Ignatius Parish 
Cassidy Pravecek – St. Ignatius Parish 

 

Prayer Chain 

http://www.catholicunitedfinancial.org/gathering%20or%20call%201-888-346-7183
http://formed.org/
mailto:bygodsgrace777@hotmail.com
https://www.dowr.org/event-details/599
http://www.divorcecare.org/
mailto:stignatius213@yahoo.com
mailto:memills@frontiernet.net
mailto:triparishsecretary@gmail.com
http://www.tri-parish.net/
mailto:triparishsecretary@gmail.com


 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 

St. Finbarr: 

Tuesdays, 9 a.m. – Noon 
 

St. Patrick: 

Wednesdays, 9 a.m. – Noon 
 

St. Ignatius: 

Thursdays, 9 a.m. – 9 p.m. 

Sacraments 
Baptism:  Arrangements for infant baptism are made at least one month in advance.  A one 

hour Pre-Jordan session is required for parents who have not participated in one previously.  

Baptism is preferably celebrated during the Mass on Saturday or Sunday.  To make 

arrangements, contact Fr. Marreddy. 

Marriage:  Arrangements for marriage should begin six months prior to the intended date of 

the wedding.  Marriage preparation requires a series of meetings and a marriage encounter 

weekend.  This sacrament is not celebrated during Lent or Holy Week. 

Confession:  This is offered before the Saturday Mass from 4:15 – 4:45 p.m., before or after 

daily Mass in the respective parishes or by appointment with Father Marreddy. 


