
Our History



Charles Oscar Pate, better known as C.O. Pate was
born on July 24, 1895 in Yalobusha County,
Mississippi to Rev. Henry Benjamin and Mrs.

Elizabeth Schmitz Pate.



C.O. Pate grew up in Water Valley, Mississippi.  He worked
various jobs around Yalobusha and Tallahatchie counties before

World War I. 

With America's entry into World War I, C.O. Pate enlisted in the
military.  His reasons for enlisting were quoted in The Tallahatchie
Herald - September 5, 1917 edition as “because I have faith in God

and believe in fighting for my country”.  



Charles Oscar Pate - World War I 



After returning home from overseas, C.O. Pate moved to
Senatobia, Mississippi where he worked as a dry goods

salesman.  He eventually began working for Mr. W.T.
Bailey’s Lumber Company.  During this time, C.O. Pate met
Miss Mary Overton Bailey, the daughter of Mr. Bailey.  The
two were married on February 25, 1920 at the Senatobia

Methodist Church.  



Mary Bailey Pate - Wedding Portrait



Charles Oscar and Mary had two daughters, 
Martha Elizabeth and Marijean.



In May 1928, C.O. Pate bought the interests of Mr. J.W.
Caldwell in the Caldwell and McCormick Funeral Home. 

With this purchase, the Pate and McCormick Funeral
Home was established.  Mr. Raymond McCormick

remained in the business as a silent partner and Mr. Pate
became the Director in charge.  The funeral home was

located on Front Street in Senatobia, Mississippi.

Article from the Tate County Democrat - Thursday, May 17, 1928.



The first advertisement for the newly established
Pate and McCormick Funeral Home was

published in the May 24, 1928 edition of the Tate
County Democrat.



Front Street Location



In 1935, C.O. Pate began construction on a new
location of the Pate and McCormick Funeral Home on
Gilmore Street in Senatobia.  It was described as “one

of the most commodious funeral homes in North
Mississippi.”



Gilmore Street Location



In March 1936, C.O. Pate bought out Mr. S.D.
Wooten’s undertaking business in Coldwater,

Mississippi establishing the C.O. Pate Funeral Home
in Coldwater.



Coldwater Location



In July 1938, C.O. Pate and Mrs. Ramelle V.
Eason, went into a partnership together

to form Hernando Funeral Home. 



In 1940, C.O.
Pate was
called to
serve his

country again
in the Second

World War. 





In January 1946, C.O. Pate bought the interest of his
partner R.R. McCormick in Pate and McCormick Funeral

Home.  Thus establishing C.O. Pate Funeral Home -
Senatobia.  



In 1945, C.O. Pate bought
Henry and Alice Garrett’s

home at the corner of Church
Street and Hwy 51 from their

daughters.  Mr. Pate
converted the house into a

modern funeral home.
Serving as our current

location, the original Garrett
home has gone through many

changes over the years.



The chapel and lobby of the new funeral home in 1945.

The chapel pictured above is now the family arrangements room. 



These photos were taken after the house got a new look with
brick added.  The Coldwater location was closed sometime

in the late 1950s and was moved from Coldwater. That
house was then added to accommodate a larger chapel. 



C.O. Pate Funeral Home operated an ambulance service
for Tate County and had a Florist in the Front Street

Location for many years.  

C.O. Pate had many talents.  He was known to be able
to preach, sing and direct your funeral and married

many couples at his home. Mr. Pate was also a Baptist
Minister and served at several churches in the county

including Flag Lake Baptist, Strayhorn Baptist and
Ebenezer Baptist churches. 



C.O. Pate continued to work at the funeral home
until his death in January 1981. 

After his death, Harry Jones, Sr., C.O. Pate’s son-in-law
became the President of the funeral home.  



Harry Jones was the son of Charles and Bell Jones. He
graduated from Northwest Mississippi Junior

College/Tate County Agricultural High School.  Harry
continued his education at the The Gupton-Jones

School of Embalming in Nashville, Tennessee where he
graduated in 1939.  Harry came to work at the Pate-
McCormick Funeral Home where he met Mr. Pate’s

daughter, Martha Elizabeth Pate. 



Harry and Martha began dating and were married in
March 1940.  



Harry volunteered into the United States Naval
Reserve in 1942. He entered as a Pharmacist’s

Mate 3rd Class and was sent immediately to the
U.S. Naval Hospital in Pensacola, Florida.  After
training in Pensacola, Harry was transferred to
the U.S. Naval Hospital in Key West, Florida. He

finished his Naval Career in 1944 as a
Pharmacist’s Mate 2nd Class.  



Harry Jones, Sr. continued to work until his death in 1999. 

After his death, Martha Pate Jones became the
sole owner and President of the funeral home. 



Harry and Martha had
two children, Jean

Elizabeth and Harry
Eugene Jones, Jr. 

Jean completed her
college degree and
became a teacher. 

Harry, Jr. decided to join the
family business and completed

his business degree at
Mississippi College. After senior

college, Harry continued his
education at the Dallas Institute

of Mortuary Science and
graduated with a degree in

Mortuary Science and Funeral
Directing. He came back home to
work at the family funeral home.

  



Harry Junior, as he was most often called, met a
young woman named Susan McGee shortly after

returning home from Dallas. The two were married in
January 1972. 



Harry Jones, Jr. became the owner and
President of the funeral home after his mother,
Martha’s death in 2003. He changed the name

from C.O. Pate Funeral Home to Pate-Jones
Funeral Home to incorporate the Jones family

name in the business.



Harry and Susan had two
children, Brian Pate and

Mary Anne.   



Brian Pate Jones is a graduate of Magnolia Heights in
Senatobia.  He attended Mississippi College and

graduated with a Bachelor of Business Administration
degree. 

After graduating Mississippi College, Brian decided to
join the family business and went on to complete his

Associate of Applied Sciences in Mortuary Science from
Northwest Mississippi Community College. Brian began

his career in the family funeral business in 1993. 

Brian married the former Cindy Buckley in 1997.  
They have one daughter, Olivia.



Mary Anne Jones Sinquefield graduated from Magnolia
Heights in 1996. She attended Northwest Mississippi

Community College then transferred to Baptist College
of Health Sciences where she graduated with a Bachelor

of Health Sciences in Radiological Studies. After
graduating college, Mary Anne worked for Baptist

Hospital as a Radiation Therapist. 

 She joined the family funeral home business in 2009
and received her Funeral Director License in 2012.  Mary

Anne is the great granddaughter of C.O. Pate, the
founder of our funeral home.  She is married to Chad

Sinquefield.  Chad works at Senatobia High School where
he has been a teacher, coach and Athletic Director.  Mary

Anne and Chad have two children, Luke and Logan.  



In 2016, Harry Jones, Jr. retired. His children, Brian and
Mary Anne became the owners of the funeral home.   

Brian’s daughter, Olivia joined the family business in
2019 and his wife, Cindy started working in 2021.  

Pictured above L to R - Mary Anne
Jones Sinquefield, Hunter Saunders,

Olivia Jones Saunders and Chad
Sinquefield

Pictured above L to R - Brian Pate
Jones, Olivia Jones Saunders and Cindy

Jones



A look back at the early advertisements  and
other memories of  C.O. Pate Funeral Home













Bill to Pate & McCormick Funeral Home for auto service from
McCormick & Son, Inc. 1933.

Freight Bill for wood coffin 1933.



Harry Jones, Sr. and Carl Womble at the Gilmore Street
Location circa 1940. 

Harry Jones, Sr., Carl Womble and his wife at the Front
Street Location.  



Harry Jones, Sr.

Mary Pate at the Floral Shop downtown Senatobia.



Harry Jones, Jr. and Brian Pate Jones 2009




