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Psychological Benefits of Funerals 
An Excerpt from The Psychosocial Aspects of Death and Dying, by John D. Canine 
 

 
Funeral rituals speak to the needs of individuals by providing psychological and social 
opportunities for them to work through the grief process.  These psychological benefits are as 
follows: 
 
 
1. Funeral rituals impose the reality of death upon the bereaved.  The understandable 

reluctance of the survivors to accept the loss is confronted by the ceremony and burial of 
the physical body.  Viewing the body is the first confirmation of death, participating in 
the memorial service is the next step, and watching the casket lowered into the grave is 
the final reality that, in fact, death has occurred.  Some people are disturbed that funeral 
directors hold a “viewing” because it causes painful reactions.  However, this 
confrontation has a necessary purpose in rudely awakening the griever to the finality of 
the loss.  Without the conscious realization that death has actually occurred, especially 
following an accidental or sudden death, the griever becomes susceptible to denial of the 
loss.  At the same time, viewing the body allows the griever to solidify pleasant memories 
of the deceased’s physical wholeness, particularly in cases of bodily disfigurement due to 
accident or violence. 

2. Funeral rituals validate and legitimize the griever’s feelings of loss.  They offer the 
bereaved social acceptance and support for their emotional response to death. 

3. Funerals offer the survivors an environment conducive to the expression of grief.  This 
allows the mourners a public opportunity to act out emotions and behaviors necessary for 
working through the grief process, for example, confessing wrongdoing, demonstrating 
love, and taking care of unfinished business.  All these can be a part of the funeral ritual. 

4. Funerals rekindle memories of the deceased, a necessary aspect of decathexis or 
detachment.  Mourners can begin to revisit their involvement with the deceased, a process 
that is necessary to effectively complete grief. Each story told, each incident remembered, 
and each emotion shared with others assists in the process of decathexis. 

5. Funerals initiate thoughts about life without the deceased.  During the grieving period, 
the mourner will struggle to find a new relationship with the deceased based on memories 
of the past.  The funerary rituals provide a springboard into this new relationship. 

6. Funerals allow the opportunity for input from the community, which becomes a living 
memorial to the deceased and helps the griever form an integrated image of the deceased.  
This is a singular psychological benefit to the mourner. Tributes paid to the deceased 
emphasize the worth of that individual and establish that he or she is worthy of the pain 
currently felt by the mourners. 

7. Funeral rituals themselves contain many of the elements that constitute psychological 
therapy.  The activities involved in these rituals allow the griever to “act out” feelings of 
loss and separation.  This acting out provides a therapeutic release for the individual’s 
emotions in the form of safe and socially acceptable behaviors. 
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Waco Memorial Funeral Home 
Professional Services 

 
These prices are effective May 20, 2020 and are subject to change without notice. 

 

The goods and services shown below are those we can provide our customers.  You may choose 
only the items you desire.  However, any funeral arrangements you select will include a charge 
for our basic services and overhead.  If legal or other requirements mean you must buy any items 
you did not specifically ask for, we will explain the reason in writing on the statements we provide 
describing the funeral goods and services you selected. 

 

 

Professional Services 
Basic services of a licensed funeral director and staff ……………………………………………$1,995.00 
Our fee for the basic services of licensed funeral director and staff includes, but not limited to: 

 24-hour availability of funeral home staff and facility. 
 One arrangement conference with family and responsible parties. 
 Preparation and filling of a death certificate, permits, and authorizations. 
 Retention and care of all records for the service according to Texas state law. 
 Assistance with filing pre-need insurance paperwork  
 Coordinating all plans and details with those providing other services; e.g. cemetery, 

crematory, churches, florists, caterers and others as needed. 
 General overhead expenses relative to our facilities such as professional licensing, legal 

and accounting services, insurance, building and utility expenses, parking lot and funeral 
home grounds maintenance, maintenance of facility, taxes, equipment furnishings, 
secretarial and administrative services and expenses.   
 
 

This fee, for our basic services and overhead, will be added to the total cost of the funeral arraignments you 
select.  This fee is already included in our charges for direct cremations, immediate burials, and forwarding/ 
receiving remains. 
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Other Preparation of the Body 

 

Professional embalming ……………………………………………….……………………..……………..$550.00 
This fee includes the use of preparation room, professional services, equipment and materials. 
Except in certain special cases, embalming is not required by law.  Embalming may be 
necessary, however, if you select certain funeral arrangements, such as a funeral with a 
viewing.  If you do not want embalming, you usually have the right to choose an arrangement 
that does not require you to pay for it, such as a direct cremation or immediate burial.  
 
 
Essential Care of deceased when not embalmed ………………………………….……………..$150.00 
The essential care of the deceased includes but is not limited to the sanitary handling of the 
remains for transportation to or from the funeral home and crematory and the transportation 
within.  When necessary, the body will be bathed and dressed in a hospital gown or other 
appropriate garment.  Also, as needed or requested, this charge would include the non-invasive 
setting of features for the most natural appearance possible in the event of an ID Viewing. 
 
Specialized cosmetics, dressing and casketing ……………………………………….………......$150.00 
A licensed professional will prepare the deceased for viewing.  These preparations may include 
dressing, casketing, positioning of the deceased in the casket, and any necessary application of 
cosmetics for the most natural look possible. 
 
Refrigeration (Basic care and housing for deceased when no embalming is required) …………..$550.00 
The care and refrigeration of the deceased (up to 48 hours) allows us to provide a dignified 
holding of the deceased and maintain proper safe working conditions. 
 
Additional refrigeration (If needed for holding beyond 48 hours).………………………...$125.00/Day 
As needed to hold the remains of a deceased individual beyond 48 hours to obtain permits, 
arrange services or transportation to or from the place of final disposition.  This charge will be 
billed per day following the first 48 hours of refrigeration.  
 
Use of Facilities for Religious or Ritual Preparation of the Body………………..………... $395.00 
This fee includes the exclusive use of our facilities for the bathing, dressing and casketing of the 
deceased by members of their respective religious or cultural authority.  This fee will include the 
preparation of the embalming and dressing rooms prior to the scheduled service time.  Waco 
Memorial Funeral Home will provide the appropriate facilities and equipment to accommodate 
the services as appropriate.  This fee will not cover any specific religious or ritual needs to 
perform said service. 
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Beautician……………………………………………………………………………………..…………………….$55 and up 
 
Post Autopsy or Organ Donation Care ………………………………….…………………………..…$195 and up 
 
Restoration/Reconstruction Fee …………………………………………...………………………$95.00 per hour 
 

 
 
Transportation 
 
 
Horse drawn funeral carriage………………………………………………………. prices and availability vary 
 
Motorcycle funeral coach ……………………………………………………………. prices and availability vary 
 
Funeral Coach ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. $350.00 
 
Limousine/family car …………………………………………………………………… prices and availability vary 
 
Necessary support vehicle …………………………………………………………………………………..$100.00 
(securing vital records/legal documents) 
 
Flower delivery vehicle or utility vehicle ………………………………………………………..…..$100.00 
 
Transfer into our care (24-hour availability – 1 attendant) ……………………………………$375.00               
 Transfer into our care allows a 30-mile radius from Waco Memorial Funeral Home 
 
Additional Attendant ………………………………………………………………………………………….$125.00  
When necessary, extra assistance is needed to transfer to our care, airport, or other location 

 
Transfer of deceased to airport ……………………………………………………………………………$395.00 
 
One-way mileage charge (per vehicle) ………………………………………………………………..$2.50/mile 
Mileage fee is charged for any services over 30 miles from Waco Memorial Funeral Home 
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Ceremonies 
 
 
Private visitation at our funeral home …………………………………………………………………$195.00 
Not a public visitation – up to 10 family members.  (May also be used for  
Family/friend hair and cosmetic touch-up    

 
Visitation at our funeral home or other facility …………….………………………………….…$495.00/Day 
Our services include coordinating visitation, use of the visitation room, set-up and display of 
The floral arrangements and personalized items (or additional equipment and staff needed for  
visitation at another location), host(s) at the front door to greet your guests, attend registration 
and assist you with all your needs and a personal attendant for the family.  This includes  
visitations prior to services. (Use of facilities and staff for viewing.) 
 
Visitation prior to service (up to two hours) ………………………………………………………$295.00 
Services include coordinating visitation, set up and display of floral arrangements and/or 
personalized items, host(s) at the front door to greet guests, attend registration book and assist 
with all needs in conjunction with the immediate service.  
 
 
Funeral ceremony at our funeral home or other facility ………………………………………$500.00 
Our services include coordinating the funeral arrangements, use of the chapel for services, 
set-up of chapel including display of floral arrangements and personalized items (or additional 
equipment and staff needed for services at another location), service hosts to coordinate 
parking, greet guests at the front door, and assist you with all of your needs, a licensed funeral 
director present, supervision of committal or other disposition services and a personal 
attendant for the family. 
 
Memorial service at our funeral home or other facility ……………………………………….$500.00 
As an alternative to the funeral ceremony, a memorial service is a ceremony without the body 
of the deceased present.  Our services include coordinating the service arrangements, use of 
the chapel for services, set-up of chapel including display of floral arrangements and 
personalized items (or additional equipment and staff needed for services at another location), 
service hosts to coordinate parking, greet guests at the front door, and assist you with all of 
your needs, a licensed funeral director present, supervision of committal or other disposition 
services for cremated remains and a personal attendant for the family. 
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Graveside services ………………………………………………………………………………………………$500.00 
Our services include the coordination of service arrangements at the graveside and a licensed 
funeral director present for the service and supervision of committal or other disposition 
service for traditional or cremated remains.  Waco Memorial Funeral Home will make blankets 
available in the wither months and bottles of water in the warmer, summer months.  
 
Mausoleum Chapel ………………………………………………………………………………………..……$500.00 
Use of the Waco Memorial Park mausoleum chapel instead of graveside services.  All services to 
be conducted inside the chapel with no tent or chairs provided at the interment site.  
 
Rosary, wake, prayer service or special tribute ………………………………………………..….$125.00 
Our services include coordinating the rosary, wake, prayer service or tribute, enhanced set-up 
of the chapel or visitation room (including organization of liturgical/prayer environment and 
additional audio and video availability) and staff to organize and supervise the service.  This 
charge is in addition to a visitation at our funeral home and must be scheduled during or 
adjacent to the visitation time period.  
 
Exclusivity of Location …………………………………………………………………………….…………$1000.00/Day 
Funeral home location will be unavailable for other visitations, funeral/memorial services, and 
receptions during the allotted times of selected services. 
 
Extended Visitation (Day) ……………………………………………………………………………………$695.00 
Our services include expanded viewing/visitation times to include up to one full day (office hours) 
in addition to scheduled visitation time.  
 
Extended Visitation (Night) …………………………………………………………………………………$995.00 
Our services included expanded viewing/visitation times to include up to one full night in addition 
to scheduled visitation times.  
 
Use of facilities for services with no funeral home involvement in disposition …….$995.00 
This charge includes the use of our facilities when Waco Memorial Funeral Home is not involved 
in the final disposition of the remains.  The facilities would include the use for a gathering, 
visitation, or memorial service where Waco Memorial Funeral Home would provide the 
appropriate attendants for the situation.  This fee does not include any other goods or services.   
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Special Services 
 
Forwarding of remains to another funeral home …………………………………………………$2,195.00 
This package charge includes initial transfer into our care, basic services of funeral director  
and staff, professional embalming, filing of necessary authorizations and vital records and 
transportation to the airport.  This package does not include any viewing, visitation, rites or 
ceremony prior to forwarding of the deceased. 
 
Receiving of remains from another funeral home ……………….………………………………$2,195.00 
This package charge includes initial transfer into our care, basic services of the funeral director  
and staff, specialized cosmetic application, dressing and casketing of deceased and transfer of 
deceased to the cemetery.  This package does not include any viewing, visitation, rites, or 
ceremonies.   
 
Immediate burial ………………………………………………………………………...… $3,270.00 to $15,770.00 
This package charge includes initial transfer into our care, basic services of the funeral director 
and staff, the basic sheltering of the deceased, filing of necessary authorizations and vital 
records, and transfer of the deceased to the cemetery. This package does not include any 
viewing, visitation, rites, or ceremonies and is done at the convenience of the funeral home.  
You may refer to our casket and vault prices. 

 With merchandise provided by the consumer.………………………………………………….……….$3,270.00 
 With merchandise provided by funeral home with minimum 20-gauge metal casket…$5,265.00 
 With merchandise provided by funeral home with minimum casket -Pine Box…...…….$4,265.00 
 With alternative container (all cardboard) ($195.00).………………………………………….…….$3,465.00  

 
Note: Some cemeteries require the use of an outer burial container. 

Immediate Burials will be at a time convenient to the funeral home and no guests will be present 
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Immediate cremation …………………………………………………………………………. $1,095.00 to $7,090.00 
This package charge includes basic services of funeral director and staff, transfer of remains to 
the funeral home within a 30-mile radius, preparation for cremation, crematory fee, and the 
use of the utility vehicle. This package does not include any viewing, visitation, rites or 
ceremonies. 
Note: Immediate Cremations will be at a time convenient to the funeral home 

 With merchandise provided by consumer ……………………………………………….…….………....$1,095.00 
 With cremation container provided by the funeral home ($195.00 alt. container)………$1,290.00 
 With cremation casket provided by the funeral home ($995.00 Pine Box casket).……...$2,090.00 

Note: If you want to arrange a direct cremation, you can use an alternative container.  Alternative 
containers encase the body and can be made of materials like fiber board or composition materials (with 
or without an outside covering).  The containers we provide are fiberboard and cardboard containers. 
 
 
Disinterment of ground burial…………………………………………………….…….…………………$3,390.00 
Disinterment of mausoleum or niche …………………………….……………………………………$1,695.00 
This fee includes assistance of a funeral director and staff to obtain necessary authorizations  
as required by the State of Texas and the funeral director and staff supervision of disinterment. 
This charge does not include any merchandise, cemetery fees, additional services, or other costs 
associated with disinterment or any services, merchandise, cemetery fees, or other costs 
related to the re-interment. 
 
 
Crematory processing fee ………………………………….……………………………………….……...$325.00 
Cremation viewing (15-30 minutes)……………………….…………………...........................$125.00 
Committal to Flame ceremony.……………………………………………………….….……………….$195.00 
Overtime fee for evening or Saturday cremation.….…………………………………….……...$295.00 
This fee is for a family request for a cremation to occur after 4 p.m.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




