
Questions about other HHS
services?

Only staff at the Medicaid Estate Re-
covery offices can answer questions
about the Estate Recovery program.
But if you have questions about other
programs within the Nebraska HHS
System, call either of the following?

Long-term Care

Ombudsman Program:
This program seeks to improve the
quality of life for long-term care resi-
dents.

Contact the Ombudsman at

(402) 471-2307 in Lincoln;
(308) 632-0462 in Scottsbluff; or
1-800-942-7830 in Nebraska.

HHS System Advocate:
The HHS System provides a toll-free
number for anyone needing more
information about how to find HHS
programs and services.

Call the System Advocate at
(402) 471-6035 in Lincoln or
1-800-254-4202 in Nebraska.

The Nebraska Heaith and Human Services System is com-

mitted to aflfirmative action/equal empioyment opportuni-
ties and does not discriminate in ddivering benefits or

services.
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Medicaid
Estate

Recovery

reduces the

cost ofMedicaid by

recovery of payments

from the estates of

former recipients.



What does Medicaid Estate
Recovery do?

Estate Recovery was established by

state and federal law to recover the

costs of medical care and semces

paid by Medicaid from the estates of
certain former recipients.

How does the State recover

the funds?

To recover the money, the State files

a claim against the estate of someone

who received Medicaid financial as-

sistance before death.

The estate includes all property, per-

sonal and real, that is left when such a

person dies.

The estate administrator will use

money from the estate, including the

sale or property, to repay the State for

costs of the deceased's medical care.

Who's liable to be affected by
Estate Recovery?

Anyone over the age of 55 who has
received medical care and services

may be subject to a claim. Clients
under 55 who reside in an institution
may also be subject to a claim.

Does Estate Recovery affect

a recipients eligibility or
benefits?

No. Estate Recovery does not affect

Medicaid eligibility or the exempt
property that can be held by a living
recipient.

Nor does it affect the medical benefits
available to a recipient.

Are any estates exempt from

the program?

Yes. The State of Nebraska may

recover the costs of medical assis-

tance and services from an estate only

when:

(1) Medical services were delivered
to a person over the age of 55 in any

living situation or a person of any age

who lived in a nursing home or care

institution.

(2) The deceased
recipient of the
services is not sur-

vived by a spouse,

child under 21, or
a dependent who

has a disability.

Additionally, if
all the assets in an
estate total $5,000
or less AND there are surviving

children, there is no Medicaid estate

recovery claim.

Are there other exemptions if
Estate Recover would cause

hardship?

Yes. The State will not attempt to

recover funds from an estate if doing

so would cause an undue hardship for

the heirs.

If the State takes action to recover

medical assistance from an estate, the

heirs may ask to have the recovery

waived or adjusted based on undue

financial hardship.

The State will consider all document-

ed requests, and will make adjust-

ments when it finds that a true hard-

ship exists.

Who can I talk to about the Es-

tate Recovery Program?

If you have estate recovery questions,

please call:

1-800-430-3244 ext. 9124
or

471-9124.


