
July 24, 2020 

Governor DeWine announced that beginning on Thursday, July 23, at 6:00 p.m., a statewide 
mask mandate will go into effect for citizens living in all 88 Ohio counties.  

All individuals in Ohio must wear facial coverings in public at all times when: 

• In any location that is not a residence; 
• When outdoors and unable to consistently maintain a distance of six feet or more from 

individuals who are not members of their households; or 
• While waiting for, riding, driving, or operating public transportation, a taxi, a private car 

service, or a ride-sharing vehicle. 

There are several exceptions to the face covering order.  Individuals/employees in the following 
cases would not be required to wear a face covering: 

• Children under the age of 10 or any other minor who cannot safely wear a face covering; 
• Individuals with specifically documented legal, life, health or safety considerations and 

limited documented security considerations; 
• Individual is an officiant of a religious service; 
• Employees whose physician advises against the wearing of a face covering; 
• Employees where wearing a face covering is prohibited by federal regulation; 
• Employees that are communicating with a hearing impaired individual; 
• Employees when working alone in an office or a personal workspace; 
• Individuals who are actively exercising or playing sports; 
• Individuals who are actively involved in public safety; or 
• Individuals who are actively eating or drinking. 

Unless one of the above exceptions applies, members of the public and funeral home employees 
shall wear a face covering. A funeral home must inform the public coming into a funeral home 
facility to arrange a funeral or to attend funeral services of the face covering order. However, a 
funeral home is not obligated to enforce the face covering order nor will it be subject to 
prosecution for failing to do so with members of the public. Enforcement of the mask mandates 
will fall to state and local officials and the public member may be subject to a misdemeanor 
conviction. Funeral homes may impose their own restrictions and prohibit anyone not wearing a 
face covering from entering the funeral home.  

Funeral homes may require funeral attendees who claim exclusion from wearing a facial covering 
to complete the form and indemnify and hold harmless the funeral home from any claims or 
causes of action arising or related in any respect to this claim of exemption. 

Businesses must provide written justification, upon request, explaining why an employee is not 
required to wear a facial covering in the workplace. 

 

https://ofdaonline.org/aws/OFDA/asset_manager/get_file/478033?ver=129

