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On March 17, both Roman Catholic Dioceses in the State of South Dakota made the unprecedented 
move to cancel masses until further notice due to the COVID-19 Coronavirus. Similarly, as part of social 
distancing, other churches across the State canceled services for the safety of those who would attend. 

The South Dakota Funeral Directors Association (SDFDA) has been in constant contact with the 
National Funeral Directors Association (NFDA) who is receiving their up-to-the-minute information from 
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). SDFDA has been sharing that information with the members 
by email, on our state association website and Facebook page as it becomes available. As of March 
16th, the CDC recommended that for the next eight (8) weeks in-person events in the United 
States should not consist of more than 50 people. That would take us up to May 10, 2020.  

State officials have instructed communities to follow the CDC guidance for mass gatherings.  According 

to the SDDOH community briefing posted on covid.sd.gov, as of March 17th, South Dakota does not 

have community spread therefore we are listed in the “none to minimal” range. This information can 

change as more are tested. However, if South Dakota moves into the “minimal to moderate” range, then 

the recommendations will probably change, limiting groups to 10 people.  

Resources:  

https://doh.sd.gov/documents/news/COVID_Briefing_Municipalities_&_Counties_03-18-2020.pdf 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/mass-gatherings-ready-for-

covid-19.html 

As of March 17, 2020, Bishop Donald E. DeGrood of the Sioux Falls Diocese and Very Reverend 
Michael Mulloy; Diocesan Administrator for the Diocese of Rapid City is advising that attendees at 
funerals in churches in both of the South Dakota Diocese please follow the CDC Guidelines and 
limit family– up to 10 people – until further notice. The recommendation limits the potential for 
transmission of the virus.  Ultimately, the recommendation is rooted in serving the common good, 
including those most vulnerable to the virus and its devastating effects on the body.  This is subject to 
change as this crisis unfolds.  

Finally, communities across South Dakota are seeing their local government make moves to limit 
crowds in order to implement social distancing. Check with your community officials so that you have 
the most up-to-date information as you make funeral arrangements. 

As much as SDFDA would like to be able to provide you with absolute guidance about this situation, we 
simply cannot. We all want what is best for the families we serve, but we are going to have to do it within 
the constraints of what the government and church officials are providing. 

Here are a few recommendations the SDFDA hopes that all funeral homes in South Dakota will follow. 
These are only recommendations and are not to be considered legal advice in any way. 

1. Private family visitations & funerals with a pastor or celebrant for prayers and a message. 
2. Private family burials. 
3. Suspending receptions and lunches at funeral homes. 
4. Offering public memorial services at a later date. 
5. Remind people, especially the elderly and those most vulnerable, that there are other ways of      

extending their sympathies to those who have experienced a loss during this trying time, 
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including sending cards or notes, making phone calls, or postponing a visit with the family until 
after the coronavirus situation has passed. 

6. Maybe consider posting a sign at or near the entrance of your funeral home stating something 
along the lines of… “Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical 
conditions like heart or lung disease or diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing more 
serious complications from COVID-19 illness. If you have a fever, cough, shortness of breath, 
or an underlying condition as mentioned above, if you are pregnant, or have traveled outside 
the United States in the past 30 days, please take this into consideration before entering”.  

7. The CDC suggests that you promote the daily practice of everyday preventive actions. Use 
health messages and materials developed by credible public health sources such as CDC or 
your local public health department to encourage your staff and participants to practice good 
personal health habits. Consider displaying signs (physical and/or electronic) throughout the 
event to provide frequent reminders to participants to engage in everyday preventive actions to 
help prevent the spread of COVID-19. These include: 
 

• Stay home when you are sick, except to get medical care. 
• Cover your coughs and sneezes with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 
• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after 

going to the bathroom; before eating; and after blowing your nose, coughing, or 
sneezing. If soap and water are not available, use hand sanitizer that contains at least 
60% alcohol. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.  
• Clean frequently touched surfaces and objects daily. 

8. Have plenty of hand sanitizer available and be sure to keep all restrooms stocked with 
antibacterial soap. Make an extra effort to assure all public areas of the funeral home are clean. 

9. Recommend social distancing practices be followed in your funeral home and at churches and 
cemeteries. Discourage hugging, kissing, and/or handshaking. Handshakes and “high-fives” are 
often exchanged at meetings and sporting events, and these can be ways in which COVID-19 
can be transmitted from person to person. As a way of decreasing the social pressure to engage 
in these common behaviors, consider displaying signs (physical and/or electronic) that 
discourage these actions during the gathering. 

10. Go to the SDFDA website to review the resources available. (https://www.sdfda.org/) 

Since this situation is fluid and there is the chance that funeral directors and/or staff members could 
become ill. Rest assured that, if the time comes, we will assist in every way we can. 

Please be assured that SDFDA is staying on top of this extremely fluid situation and we are monitoring 

all the appropriate channels. If you have questions, please contact the SDFDA Office at 605-246-9466 

or via email at tkerr@triotel.net. 

                SDFDA Executive Board 
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