
 

How Many Death Certificates Are Needed?  

 

The original death certificate is filed in the county where the death occurred. While certified copies of the death 

certificate may be ordered at any time, there is usually a delay and inconvenience involved with later orders. For 

this reason, we suggest you order a sufficient number now. You will need certified copies for the following 

items. Some institutions will make their own photocopy from your certified copy. Privately made photocopies 

might possibly not be accepted. 

 

_____ Transfer of real property, houses, lots, etc. 

_____ Settling insurance claims - one (1) for each company. 

_____ Obtaining union benefits. 

_____ Transfer of automobile, trailer, boat, or camper -one (1) if all are transferred at the same time. 

_____ Transfer of stocks or bonds - one (1) for each corporation. 

_____ Transfer of bank savings, checking, or trust accounts - one (1) for each financial institution. 

_____ Transfer of credit union accounts - one (1) for each financial institution. 

_____ Settling mortgage insurance claims - one (1) for each financial institution. 

_____ Settling claims on insured loans and credit cards - one (1) for each financial institution. 

_____ Filing Federal tax returns. 

_____ Personal requests from family members. (Photocopy may suffice) 

_____ Bereavement leave for an employer. (Photocopy may suffice) 

_____ Bereavement fare for airline tickets. Usually, the death certificate will not be prepared in time. The  

funeral home will provide a letter to the airlines which should meet their requirements. We will need the  

name of the traveler, relationship to the decedent and the name of the airline. 

_____ Social Security benefits. Usually only needed for surviving minor children. 

_____ Veteran’s Administration benefits. For active duty or retirees. 

_____ TOTAL (Please allow 10-14 working days once your order is placed with the Vital Records Office). 

  



 

Death Certificate FAQ:  

Q: How long does it take for the death certificates to arrive? 

A: Once payment is received, and the death record has been filed by the county your death certificates 

will be ordered. On average they take 10 – 14 days once ordered to arrive in our mail at the funeral chapel.  

Q: Who can order death certificates?  

A: Spouse/domestic partner, Child, Parent, Stepparent, Stepchild, Sibling, Grandparent, Grandchild, Great 

grandparent, Legal guardian, Legal representative, Authorized representative, Government agency, Courts, Next 

of kin as defined under RCW 11.28.120, Funeral director or funeral establishment (within 12 months of date of 

death), Person controlling disposition of human remains as defined under RCW 68.50.160 (within 12 months of 

date of death).  

Q: How do I order more death certificates? 

A: In the event you need additional certified copies of the death certificate you may order them in a few ways.  

1. The funeral home can place an order if the date of death was within one year. 

2. Through your local Washington State County Health Department.  

3. Online through the Department of Health’s vendor VitalChek (https://www.vitalchek.com/). 

Q: Can’t I just make photocopies of an original to give to organizations I intend to notify? 

A: Technically a photocopy is not a valid copy, however, you may ask the organization in question if they will 

accept a photocopy or if they require a certified copy.   

Q: There is an error on my certified death certificate. How do I fix it?  

A: If you’ve noticed an error on the final death certificates, please notify our office so that we may send in a 

correction to the state. To obtain corrected death certificates you have two options. 

1. You may place a supplemental order for corrected certified copies.  

2. A direct exchange can be made with the Washington State Department of Health Statistics (WSDHS) 

for no additional cost. You must return ALL certified copies to the funeral home, and we will mail them 

to WSDHS. This option could take up to 3 months for corrected certificates to be returned.  

Q: Do I need to send Social Security a death certificate?  

A: No, you do not need to send Social Security a death certificate. Their administration will receive an 

automated notification of your loved ones passing when the death record is filed by the county online. If your 

loved one’s social security number was not available when the record was filed a correction can be sent in by 

your funeral director to the state to add that to the official death record and a supplemental notice would be 

faxed to Social Security.  

Q: Some of these questions feel personal. Why do you need this?  

A: The information your funeral director collects is purely for the purposes of completing the death record. 

Your information is kept private by our funeral chapel and only family members listed above may obtain a copy 

of the death certificate at the Vital Records Office once proof of relationship is verified by their staff.  

https://www.vitalchek.com/

