
BESTVERSIONMEDIA.COM  NOVEMBER 2017 1

Nanoose Bay
SEPTEMBER 2020

PHOTO BY DEVEE PHOTOGRAPHY

AN EXCLUSIVE MAGAZINE FOR THE RESIDENTS OF 
NANOOSE BAY, FAIRWINDS, CRAIG BAY AND SAN PAREIL   

NEIGHBOURS OF

BARRY & RAE TUCK
TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY, YOU HAVE  
TO KNOW THE COMMUNITY—LIVE IN IT,  
PLAY IN IT AND GIVE BACK TO IT



Family Feature

BARRY &  
RAE TUCK
TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY, YOU 
HAVE TO KNOW THE COMMUNITY 
LIVE IN IT, PLAY IN IT AND GIVE 
BACK TO IT
By Don Bain and the Tuck Family

We would like to thank Riverside Painting for 
bringing you this month’s cover story.

RAE AND BARRY LIVE IN THE NEW SUBDIVISION of Parkhurst 
Place, just a walk down the hill to the ocean and so close to many 
biking and hiking trails. Although new to the Nanoose area, Barry and 
Rae are no strangers to the Oceanside or Vancouver Island.

Barry and Rae met in Duncan in 1980 and except for a brief stint in 
Manitoba (15 years!) they are Islanders to the core. After moving to 
multiple Canadian Forces bases, including Germany, Barry’s family 
put roots down in Comox in 1969. Rae’s family also traveled, although 
her dad sought out exotic places to live and work as travelling was his 
passion not an employment requirement. Rae lived in Africa, Pakistan, 
Venezuela, and many places in Canada before her family came to 
Vancouver Island in 1980.

Barry started his career in the Funeral Profession in 1982 when he was 
just 20 years old. You likely will ask, how does someone, at 20, choose 
to be a Funeral Director? “Barry was quite an athlete and was playing 
Junior A Hockey for the Cowichan Valley Capitals when we met in 
1981,” says Rae.
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He quickly put his hockey career goals on a side burner and got a 
part time job in Duncan so he could continue his courtship with Rae. 
Starting as a car washer, he became very engaged in the Funeral 
Profession, and without any other immediate goals other than hockey, 
it was then he decided that he had found his calling and took the 
schooling to become a licenced Funeral Director.

Rae has had various jobs over the years, always trying to be available 
to their children when they were young. For the first 5 years of 
their children’s lives, Rae had a licensed daycare in Duncan. When 
they moved to Manitoba in 1995 Rae joined the funeral profession 
assisting in various areas. Once their children were in middle school, 
Rae became a Commercial Property Manager and worked within that 
profession for 16 years. She was a licenced Property Manager and also 
had her Real Estate Licence.

Barry and Rae got married in 1984 in Victoria and honeymooned at 
the Qualicum Beach College Inn! Their love for the island, the ocean 
and staying local began early in their lives.

In the late 80’s Barry and Rae welcomed two boys into their lives, 
Scott and Bradd. Now grown up, Scott, a Red Seal Crane Operator, 
lives in Winnipeg with his daughter Finnley (5) and visits with Rae 
and Barry about 4 times a year (pre covid). Bradd settled in Parksville 
with his wife Carlea, and their two children Bowen (2) and Oliver (4).  
Bradd and Carlea have both joined the family business. Bradd is a 
licenced Funeral Director and the General Manager and Carlea is an 
accounting assistant.

In 1995, many years after becoming a licenced funeral director Barry 
had an opportunity to further his career so they decided to uproot 
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the family and go on an adventure. “It was supposed to be a 5-year 
contract, but we loved Manitoba so much, we ended up staying for 
15 years! ,” Barry says. At least one vacation per year was back to the 
Island and the Sunshine Coast to visit family. 

In 2010, once their boys had ventured out on their own, Barry was 
offered a prospect to return to Vancouver Island and manage “Yates”. 
The decision to come to the Island was easy for Rae, as she never 
stopped calling the Island home. For Barry, he was happy to leave 
the “corporate world” and get back to the grass roots of the Funeral 
Profession and work for an Independent Owner.

Barry had managed “Yates” since 2010 before he and Rae purchased 
Yates Memorial Services in 2015. They have two locations, one 
in Parksville and the other in Port Alberni. The Parksville location 
is a full service 17,000sq.ft. facility situated on a 13 acre cemetery, 
and also houses the only local crematoriums (2) and B.C.’s second 
Certified Green Burial Cemetery. In fact, Barry and Rae own the only 
“independently owned” full-service funeral home, cemetery and 
crematorium in all of B.C. In Port Alberni, they own the cemetery just 
to the left of the highway as you enter town. 

“An interesting fact is part of their Port Alberni Funeral Home is a 
church that was built in 1898,” explains Rae. “It is the oldest church in 
the Alberni Valley.”

The Parksville facility serves from Ladysmith to Campbell River and 
their Port Alberni location, not only serves the Alberni Valley but also 
Tofino, Ucluelet and the Indigenous communities of the West Coast.

Rae and Barry have a staff of 15 and are adamant in ensuring that 
all their team members have a great work life balance. After working 
many years for other people, they wanted to create an atmosphere 
that led people to want to be at work and give it their all. 

“To do this, we knew from our own experiences that we had to treat 
our staff well and ensure everyone was able to spend quality time 
away from work,” says Barry.

Many of their staff work part time as they have young families, and 
hours are adjusted when staff have personal needs that need attending 
to. The motto “you work to live, not live to work” is part of their vision.  

Rae and Barry are strongly committed to serving the community with 
sincerity, honesty, and integrity. They truly care for all the communities 
they serve and want to ensure the family is given options and can 

choose how they want a loved one to be honored. “We strongly 
believe that every person should be cherished and celebrated. People 
before profit is how we run our business,” states Rae, “Lives Cherished 
and Celebrated’ speaks to our belief system and Vision.”

Education is also part of their mandate; they want to ensure that 
when people must deal with a loss that they are educated enough 
to make the right decisions for their situation. The funeral profession 
is needed when families are the most vulnerable, and Barry and Rae 
want to ensure that the community is treated in the same manner 
they would want to be treated: “We are always available to answer 
any questions and once COVID passes, we will continue to have 
educational seminars to educate the public. Our main concern is that 
we are transparent and that when dealing with us, you know that we 
have your best interests at heart, whatever they may be.”

Barry and Rae have embraced Island Life and are heavily involved in 
various community clubs. Rae is involved with The Parksville Chamber 
of Commerce, Qualicum Beach Chamber of Commerce, Port Alberni 
Chamber of Commerce, Rotary Club of Qualicum Beach (PM), 100 
Women Oceanside, 100 Women Port Alberni, the Sandcastle Festival, 
Parksville and the Qualicum Beach Newcomers Alumni Group. Barry is 
an active Freemason in Parksville/Port Alberni and Nanaimo as well is 
the Past President of the Parksville Qualicum Shrine Club. Barry is the 
Vice Chair for the Oceanside Hospice Society. He is a member of 100 
Men Who Give a Damn Oceanside, which was just started this year.

Rae loves to be outdoors whenever she can be. She loves her garden, 
the beach, biking, hiking, kayaking, paddle boarding, golfing, weight 
training and yoga. Rae is also an avid reader and loves fashion. Rae’s 
most special time is when she is called NANA and is with her three 
beautiful grandchildren. 

Barry (Papa) has always been a sports person, whether playing sports 
or watching sports. Barry knows all the stats for every team of every 
sport (says Rae)! He could never be without his trusty TSN app!! Barry 
too loves the outdoors—he likes to hike, bike, kayak and golf. He does 
have a new hobby that has been evolving over the last few years, 
bird photography. Many an early morning, you will find Barry walking 
along the shores of our beautiful coast, looking for his next subjects.  
Barry is a self-taught photographer and is looking forward to honing 
his skills as time goes on.

Barry and Rae feel truly blessed to be where they are in life, and on 
Vancouver Island. Gratitude is everything!  
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