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Legislative Report #2 

Friday, January 31st marked the 9th day of the 2020 legislative session 

at the state capital. Budget hearings are on underway and various 

committees have started working on various pieces of legislation held 

over from last year. New bills are being introduced each day and we 

are keeping close watch on those of interest. Legislative activities 

resumed on Monday, February 3rd for legislative day 10, and they will 

be in session until Wednesday, February 5th completing legislative 

day 12. 
 

Budget: 

Governor Kemp submitted a $28.1 billion budget proposal for Fiscal Year 2021. The Governor’s proposal has significant 

agenda setting power and reflects budget cuts for almost all state agencies. The proposed budget aims to save 

approximately $200 million this fiscal year and an estimated $300 million next year. In order to achieve these goals, the 

budget includes reduced funding for a host of agencies and programs, including county health departments, public 

defenders, State Department of Agriculture initiatives, and accountability courts. Some of Georgia’s biggest spending 

agencies have been exempted, such as cuts from Medicaid, K-12 Education, most college programs, and funding for roads 

and bridges. Actually, the proposed budget includes additional funding for park/green space acquisitions, $51 million to 

State Department of Transportation for roadways and $50 million for repair and replacement 

of bridges, and lab equipment to test rural water systems. 

 

Members of the General Assembly want to review all parts of Governor Kemp’s proposed 

budget. In 2018, state lawmakers reduced the state income tax rate to 5.75% from the previous 

6%, with a plan to reduce it again in FY 2020 to 5.5%. However, due to concerns relating to 

the political benefit of another cut and the declining revenues, many legislators are 

reconsidering the plan. 

 

Not only has the budget received quite a bit of attention, a few legislative proposals have as well. For example, a human 

trafficking bill promoted by the Governor; an election bill that has the potential to upset the race for the US Senate seat 

currently held by Republican Kelly Loeffler; and House Bill 276 (adopted by the General Assembly and signed by 

Governor Kemp) that will change how sales taxes are collected from online purchases. 

Bills of Interest: 

 

SB296- By Senator Bill Heath; relates to funeral directors and establishments, embalmers, and crematories, so as to 

remove certain crematory requirements as to retorts and to provide for an alternative cremation process. 

 

Status- SB 296 passed the full Senate as amended on Tuesday February 4
th

 by a vote of 35 to 10. Click the link below to 

access SB296 as amended. The bill now moves to the House for further deliberations.  

 

 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20192020/SB/296 
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