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Georgia Legislative Update 
Legislative Report #1 

The 2020 Legislative Session kicked off on Monday, January 13th, with 

the General Assembly meeting for legislative days 1-4. This session is the 

second half of a two-year legislative cycle, meaning House and Senate 

Bills introduced in 2019 have a two-year life and can be eligible for 

consideration in 2020. The first four days of the session were devoted 
primarily to organizational matters, the referral of legislation to various committees for consideration, and the passing of an 

adjournment resolution to schedule working legislative days through the 13th legislative day. 

The week of January 20th – 24th, the General Assembly will be in recess as the Governor’s proposed budget is presented to 

the Joint Appropriations Committee. The General Assembly will reconvene on Monday, January 27th, and the schedule will 

include Session Days 5-9 from January 27th-31st, days 10-13 from February 3rd–6th, and day 14 on February 10th. 

 

 “State of the State Address” 

Governor Brian Kemp delivered his second annual State of the State address on Thursday, January 16th, before a joint 

session of the House and Senate, along with other elected leaders. Highlights from his address included reforms to the 

state’s adoption and foster care laws; support for teacher pay raises; cracking down on gang activity statewide; upholding 

his commitment to tackling human trafficking; and improving access to health care 

through the state’s pending ACA waiver proposals. Governor Kemp praised the strong 

business community, highlighted the 64,000 private sector jobs that were created this past 

year, and touted the 3.3% unemployment rate, the lowest in Georgia’s history. 

CLICK HERE to read Governor Kemp's complete The State of the State Address. 

 

Governor Kemp Proposes Record $28.1 Billion State Budget Plan 

Last week, Governor Kemp submitted a $28.1 billion budget proposal that would set a 

new record state spending in fiscal 2021 despite the feeling of fiscal uncertainty 

surrounding this year’s General Assembly session. Responding to several months of 

declining state tax collections, Governor Kemp has requested a 4% cut to agency budgets 

for this current fiscal year, followed by an additional 6% cut in the next fiscal year’s 

budget, which begins July 1. 

Some of Georgia’s biggest spending agencies have been exempted from the cuts, including Georgia’s Medicaid program 

overseen by the Department of Community Health, and Georgia’s Department of Education. Georgia’s public schools are a 

big budget driver, and Governor Kemp is asking for $257.2 million to cover enrollment growth in the schools. The $2,000 

teacher pay raise Kemp announced during the State of the State Address would cost the state $362.2 million next year. 

Another $40.7million would be used to give state employees making less than $40,000 a year a $1,000 raise. He is also 

proposing $80 million in bonds to finance construction projects across Georgia, down from this year’s $1.1 billion bond 

package. 

“This past August, I challenged state agencies to identify opportunities to streamline operations, eliminate duplicative 

programs, and leverage technology to better serve our state’s citizens,” Kemp wrote in his annual budget message to 

members of the General Assembly. “This fiscal year 2021 budget aligns existing resources to accomplish those objectives.” 

https://gov.georgia.gov/press-releases/2020-01-16/governor-brian-p-kemps-2020-state-state-address
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A Day of Honor 

We honor the legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on Monday, January 20th as 

our national holiday. Dr. King’s vision, faith, message and leadership changed this 

world for the better. His message is unifying because it is based on a universal truth 

that all people are created equal. God bless his legacy. 
 
 

2019-2020 Committee Appointments 

The House and Senate have released their committee appointments for the year. As legislation moves through the 

committees, individuals from your local delegation can play a key role. Therefore, it is important to check committee 

assignments and know where your legislators are assigned to serve. 

 Georgia House of Representatives Leadership 

 Georgia House of Representatives Committees 

 Georgia Senate Leadership 

 Georgia Senate Committees 
 

During the summer and fall of 2019, numerous House and Senate study committees met. At the closing of their meetings, a 

final report is published on the Georgia General Assembly website. CLICK HERE TO READ THE HOUSE STUDY 

COMMITTEE REPORTS and CLICK HERE TO READ THE SENATE STUDY COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Bills of Interest: 

 

SB296- By Senator Bill Heath; relates to funeral directors and establishments, embalmers, and crematories, so as to 

remove certain crematory requirements as to retorts and to provide for an alternative cremation process. 

 

Committee Status- SB 296 has been assigned to the Senate Regulated Industries Committee. 

http://www.house.ga.gov/Representatives/en-US/Leadership.aspx
http://www.house.ga.gov/Committees/en-US/CommitteeList.aspx
http://www.senate.ga.gov/senators/en-US/SenateLeadership2018.aspx
http://www.senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/SenateCommitteesList.aspx
http://www.house.ga.gov/Committees/en-US/StudyCommittees.aspx
http://www.house.ga.gov/Committees/en-US/StudyCommittees.aspx
http://www.senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/2019StudyCommittees.aspx

