July 2018

FROM THE GFDA PRESIDENT
Good afternoon,
I hope you all are having a wonderful summer and have found time to spend
with friends and family.
The GFDA Executive Committee has been working since the summer
conference to finalize all our events. This month I want to focus on our 2018
GFDA Autumn Classic. It will be held on September 18, 2018, at the Hilton
Atlanta/Marietta Hotel & Conference Center. That night we will enjoy
pregame networking at the hotel, then we will be escorted by law
enforcement on a shuttle to the Braves Game where we will watch the Atlanta
Braves take on the St. Louis Cardinals. This will be one of our best social
events that GFDA has to offer. Plenty of food, cocktails, baseball, and fellowship while networking with all our members no matter what age group you
fall into. You can enjoy the game from the stands outside or if you prefer
air-conditioning that will be available as well.
On the second day our GFDA Golfers will compete for prizes as they play 18
holes of golf on the beautiful City Club Marietta challenging mountain course
next door to Hilton Atlanta/Marietta Hotel. This golf course presents
challenging selections and bent grass greens while providing an incredible
golfing experience. The course has presented golfers with 10 decades of the
finest playing experience among these rolling hills, towering pines and
spectacular Southern vista Marietta has to offer. Our non-golfers can enjoy
shopping and lunch in the surrounding areas.
This social event will be at its finest and there will be something for everyone
whether you are a golfer, avid braves fan, or a lady that likes to shop.
Everyone had so much fun last year and this year we promise it will be even
better so please make plans to attend and support your association. We will
need everyone to pre-register for the Braves game as this event has really
taken off. The Majority of our tickets have already been taken - we have less
than 20 tickets left. So don’t delay! Call the GFDA Office
today and reserve tickets.
The Executive Committee would like to thank our current sponsors to date
(found on page 9). Our sponsorships are almost all taken! Claim yours
today and let us help promote your company.


$2,500 includes 2 Full Registrations - 1 remains available at this level



$1,250 Golf Tournament awards/prizes (1st, 2nd and 3rd place teams)

I hope you have a great week.
Nathan Stanley
GFDA President
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MARKETING ALLIANCE PROGRAM
Our Marketing Alliance Program Partners offer
GFDA Members incentive programs or
rebates to GFDA Members who purchase from them
and revenue to GFDA based on company sales to our
membership during the period of Agreement.
Visit HERE to view more information about each partner.
Cincinnati Equitable Life Insurance Company
Federated Insurance
Matthews Aurora Funeral Solutions

To enjoy all the benefits of membership
with GFDA including our
Marketing Alliance Program,
inclusion in our directories,
& access to our Member Page & app
your GFDA 2018 Dues must be current.

Do you have news you would like to
share with GFDA Members?
Let GFDA help you!
Submit your press releases, articles,
Best Practices, and funeral home news to
the GFDA office for future publications.

Our deadline for
submissions is the
10th of each month.

2

ATTENTION!!!
ONLY 2
SPONSORSHIPS
AVAILABLE!
Remember, sponsorships
include marketing for your
onsite and pre/post event!
*$2,500 Includes
2 Full Registrations for the
Braves game, shuttle
transportation, hotel
accommodation and
golf tournament play

Join Us for Our 2018 Autumn Classic
September 18 & 19
Register today - Tickets are going FAST!
Catch a game with your friends and peers at SunTrust Park on Tuesday,
September 18! Help us cheer and chop while the Atlanta Braves go head
to head with the St. Louis Cardinals! This is a 7:35 game and seats are in
the Hank Aaron Terrace. These seats feature indoor and outdoor seating,
all-inclusive full ballpark fair menu (with much more than just hot dogs
and popcorn), includes non-alcoholic beverages, as well as access to a
private bar and restrooms. Don’t worry about finding a park, we’ll meet at
the Hilton Atlanta/Marietta Hotel and take professional shuttle transportation to the park and back to the hotel.
On Wednesday, September 19, our golfers will enjoy a first class
tournament at the City Club Marietta. This challenging, mountain course
offers the finest playing experience among rolling hills, towering pines
and spectacular Southern vistas. We will have great prizes for our golfers
during our tournament award ceremony.
We have added 2 new activities this year! Join us Tuesday at the
hotel to check-in, pick-up your Braves tickets, and enjoy Pre-Game
Networking with your fellow attendees! Our shuttle will take you to
directly to the heart of SunTrust Park. On Wednesday, while the golfers
enjoy their day on the course, non-golfers can enjoy an afternoon of
shopping and lunch! For planning purposes, please let us know if you are
interested when you register for the Autumn Classic.
The Hilton Atlanta/Marietta Hotel is the perfect place to relax and enjoy
scenic views, and is steps away from the golf course! Your hotel
accommodations will include breakfast, complimentary Wi-Fi and
parking. Located just 20 miles northwest of Atlanta, it is a great location
for those who may want to extend their stay and take advantage of all the
activities Metro Atlanta has to offer!

*$1,250 Golf Tournament
Awards & Prizes

These won’t be
available for long!
Claim yours today!

We have less than
20 Braves tickets
available!
If you are
planning to attend,
it is important to
REGISTER TODAY!
REGISTRATION IS EASY!


Register online here.



Complete the Autumn
Classic registration
form found on page 8
and email or fax to the
office.



Contact GFDA
staff@gfda.org
or 770-592-8002
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Are Fears Adding to Your Burnout?
Dr. Jason Troyer
Funeral Directors have many legitimate fears. Will the family not break out into a fight in
the middle of the funeral service? Will employees quit the day before your busiest week of
the year? Will a new competitor move into your area? There are plenty of things to worry
about.
But I hear about many situations when funeral home owners are being unnecessarily
controlled by their fears, and worse, having those fears add to their feelings of burnout.
Let’s use a specific example: fear of leaving your facility for a vacation. It’s not uncommon
for funeral home owners to tell me they are reluctant to be away from their facility and that
they rarely or never take real vacations. In the same breath, they also tell me that their
spouse and family often beg them to take more time off and spend time away from the
business.
There’s a good reason to consider taking time away. I believe one of the best ways to
reduce stress and build resilience against burnout is to be physically and psychologically
away from your business. Yet many funeral home owners are tied (either physically or
through their cell phones) to their facilities by their fear.
Let’s be clear – some of the fears associated with being gone from your facility are
legitimate. It is possible that your staff may mess things up while you are gone. There is a
chance the family who received poor service will tell others and it’s possible your firm may
lose some future calls because of it. This is where many owners stop their decision-making
process. Their line of thinking is: “Something bad could happen so I am not going to take
some time away.” But notice that we are talking about probabilities; we are talking about
the chance of something bad happening.
I believe you need to take one more step and do something that Tim Ferriss calls
“fear-setting.” Fear-setting involves listing out the negative things that could happen if
you made a change. We have already done this and we have an idea of what could go
wrong and how that could hurt your business. But fear-setting also requires you to take the
next step. We need to also look at the problems associated with not making a change –
what Ferriss calls the “costs of inaction.” What negative things will happen if you continue
to not take time away from the business? Here are some outcomes that may happen if you
don’t take some time off:
▪ Your spouse and family will increase their resentment over not getting more time
with you.
▪ Your staff will continue to rely on you and never learn to effectively manage
operations without your intervention.
▪ You begin to resent work as something that you are tied to, not as something you
choose to do.
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Continued on page 6

Are Fears Adding to Your Burnout?

Continued from page 5

These are some examples of the costs of inaction. Notice that, in this situation, these outcomes are quite
likely and they also have long-term significant costs. (For example, just ask anyone who has been
through a divorce about the personal and financial costs).
The point of fear-setting is to get a more accurate idea of all the possible outcomes. Yes, taking time
away from work may involve a family not getting the best possible care. Maybe. But not taking time
away from work will almost certainly have a negative impact on your family and your own feelings of
burnout.
I do not mean to suggest that these are easy decisions; the big questions you face are complicated.
Question like: Should I change my standard work schedule? Should I add to my staff? Should I expand
my services and offerings? Should I build or buy another rooftop? Should I sell? And I am not
suggesting that change is always the correct answer. Sometimes the right answer is not to try something
new. But I believe that stopping the process immediately after listing your fears is an incomplete
analysis.
I hope the fear-setting framework provides you with a way to thoroughly consider all of the possible
outcomes. I believe it will help you move past decisions in which you have felt stuck and reduce your
overall stress.
Dr. Jason Troyer earned his doctorate in counseling psychology. He is the founder of Mt Hope Grief
Services and provides grief literature, aftercare materials, presentations, training seminars, and
consulting services for funeral and cemetery professionals. He can be reached at
DrJasonTroyer@gmail.com or www.mthopegrief.com .

CALL FOR PRESENTATION SUBMISSIONS
DEADLINE EXTENSION
The GFDA Executive Committee will soon be making their final decisions on 2018-2019 Continuing
Education programs. If you have a presentation you would like to be considered for future events, we
want to hear from you!
All submissions and supporting information should be sent to staff@gfda.org. Be sure to include
specific details regarding the presentation, including but not limited to, the following information:


Title, description and length of the Program



Presenter Name, Title and Biography



Details regarding fees for presenter, including travel and room accommodations.



If the program will be sponsored, please be sure to include sponsor information.

Your submission should be received by Tuesday, July 31, 2018.
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2018 GFDA Autumn Classic Event Agenda
Tuesday, September 18, 2018
3:00 PM - Event Check-in / Braves Game Ticket Pick-up / Hotel Check-in
Hilton Atlanta/Marietta Hotel
500 Powder Springs Street, Marietta, GA 30064

Activities at the Hilton Atlanta/Marietta Hotel

3:00 PM – 4:15 PM Pre-game Networking
4:30 PM – Shuttle loading
5:00 PM – Shuttle will leave for SunTrust Park
NOTE: Tickets not picked up during registration will be available at SunTrust Park’s Will Call at 6:00 PM
Will Call is located at the main Ticket Office at SunTrust Park, on the corner of Battery Avenue and the main plaza.

For those not meeting at the hotel / traveling by shuttle to SunTrust Park
Single Day Parking information – visit http://m.mlb.com/braves/tickets/info/parking
Parking Frequently Asked Questions – visit http://atlanta.braves.mlb.com/atl/ballpark/directions/index.jsp?content=faqs

7:35 PM – Braves Game at SunTrust Park
755 Battery Avenue, Atlanta, GA 30339

30 Minutes after the last pitch - Shuttle transportation will leave
to return to Hilton Atlanta/Marietta Hotel & Conference Center

Wednesday, September 19, 2018
Breakfast
Note: For those staying overnight, breakfast is included with your hotel stay
and will be served in the Hamilton’s Restaurant from 6:30 AM – 10:30 AM

8:30 AM – Golf Tournament Check-in
City Club Marietta
510 Powder Springs St, Marietta, GA 30064
*The golf course is on the same property as the hotel*

10:00 AM – Tournament Tee Time
Lunch will be provided for players and attendees registered for the tournament.

Non-Golfers - Shopping / Lunch
While the golfers are enjoying their day, we will offer transportation for shopping and lunch for those interested.
If you would like to participate in this portion of the event, please include it as an option with your registration.

At the conclusion of the tournament, the awards ceremony will be held in the clubhouse.

GFDA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS
President - Nathan Stanley
Stanley Funeral Home & Crematory
1320 North Jefferson Street
Dublin, GA 31021
Phone: 478-272-5855

Fax: 478-275-2807

Email: nathan@stanleyfuneralhome.com

President-elect & - Bill Hightower
NFDA Policy Board Member
Hightower Funeral Home
318 Gordon Street
Bremen, GA 30110
Phone: 770-537-2375

Fax: 770-537-4040

Email: BH1196@aol.com
Treasurer - Rob Roberson
Shepard-Roberson Funeral Home
526 Oakwood St
Folkston, GA 31537
Phone: 912-496-7388

Fax: 912-496-4322

Email: shepardrobersonfuneralhome@yahoo.com

Secretary - Jason Wommack
Lord and Stephens Funeral Home
4355 Lexington Road
Athens, GA 30605
Phone: 706-546-1587

Fax: 706-548-7984

Email: jwommack@lordandstephens.com

Immediate Past President - David McLeighton
McLeighton Funeral Service
42 S. Collins Street
Reynolds, GA 31076
Phone: 478-847-4181

Fax: 478-862-9540

Email: davidmcleighton@gmail.com
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THANK YOU TO OUR
2018 AUTUMN CLASSIC SPONSORS
(to date)

Physicians Mutual / Precoa
Batesville
Live Oak Bank
Shields Professional Vehicles
Pre-game Networking
Matthews Aurora Funeral Solutions
Beverage Cart
First Call Answering Service
Closest to the Pin
Caldwell and Cowan Funeral Home, Inc.
Longest Drive
Lord and Stephens Funeral Home
Hole Sponsors
Cincinnati Equitable Life Insurance Company
Foothills Planning Services
Georgia Funeral Supply Salesmen's Association
Hightower Family Funeral Homes
Homesteaders Life Company
Investors Heritage Life Insurance Company
Julian Peeples Funeral Homes
LifeLink of Georgia
Stanley Funeral Home and Crematory
The Paulk Funeral Home
Tommy and Jan Johnson
Townsend Brothers Funeral Home
VJW Development & Family Services, Inc.
VJW Development & Family Services, Inc.
Ward's Funeral Supplies
West Cobb Funeral Home and Crematory, Inc.
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GFDA DISTRICT CHAIRS
District 1E

District 3

James Bearden, Chairman

Kenny Jones, Chairman

Bearden Funeral Home

Stanley Funeral Home & Crematory

P.O. Box 185, Dawsonville, GA 30534

P.O. Box 1999, Dublin, GA 31096

Phone: 706-265-3159

Phone: 478-272-5855

Email: james@beardenfuneralhome.com

Email: kenny@stanleyfuneralhome.com

Scott Ellis, Co-Chairman

Jeffery Smith, Co-Chairman

Caldwell and Cowan Funeral Home

May and Smith Funeral Directors

P.O. Box 630, Covington, GA 30015

P.O. Box 1016, Sandersville, GA 31082

Phone: 770-786-7042

Phone: 478-552-2501

Email: scott.e@caldwellandcowan.com

Email: msfuneraldirectors@yahoo.com

District 1W

District 4

Kevin Roper, Chairman

David Mathis, Chairman

Roper Funeral Home

Perry Funeral Chapel

206 Holly Street, Jasper, GA 30143

P.O. Box 687, Ashburn, GA 31714

Phone: 706-253-7500

Phone: 229-567-3366

Email: roperfuneralhome@yahoo.com

Email: davidmathis@windstream.net

Eddie Brannon, Co-Chairman

Christopher Clark, Co-Chairman

Max Brannon & Sons Funeral Home

Clark Funeral Home

P.O. Box 1027, Calhoun GA 30703

142 Commerce Street, Hawkinsville, GA 31036

Phone: 706-629-4508

Phone: 478-783-1471

Email: eddiebrannon@comcast.net

Email: clarkfh@comsouth.net

District 2

District 5

David Mowell, Chairman

Jonathan Roundtree, Chairman

Carl J. Mowell & Sons Funeral Home

Miles-Odum Funeral Home

200 Robinson Rd, Peachtree City, GA 30214

130 Screven Avenue, Waycross, GA 31501

Phone: 770-487-3959

Phone: 912-283-2525

Email: david@mowellfuneralhome.com

Email: milesodumfh@gmail.com

Micky Couey, Co-Chairman

Audie Powell, Co-Chairman

Moores Funeral Home & Crematory

Flanders-Morrison Funeral Home

301 S. Wayne Street, Millegeville, GA 31061

P.O. Box 1560, Pembroke, GA 31321

Phone: 478-452-3024
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Email: micky@mooresfuneral.com

Phone: 912-653-4531
Email: audie.flandersmorrisonfh@gmail.com

GFDA DISTRICT MAP
Your GFDA District Chair is a GREAT contact, especially if you have an immediate need in your area.
If we can ever be of any assistance, please let feel free to contact your District Chair or the GFDA office.

GFDA JOB ALERTS
The GFDA Job Alert is provided as a service to members; it has helped place a number of professionals
around the state. Listings can be "open" with full detail and contact information,
or "closed" with interested parties information forwarded.
All information provided to GFDA is permanently confidential.
The service also provides information, if requested, on individuals seeking positions.

A.S Turner & Sons Funeral Home & Crematory
A well established, family owned and operated funeral home and crematory in Decatur is
seeking a licensed funeral director/embalmer to join our family. Candidates should have a
professional appearance and demeanor, be self-motivated, have good communication skills
and be able to work independently as well as be a part of a team. Shifts will include some
week-ends, overnights and some holidays. We offer a competitive salary based on
experience, excellent medical/dental/vision benefits package, clothing allowance, 401K with
employer match, and generous vacation/sick hours.
We are also interested in hiring an Apprentice Funeral Director/ Embalmer. The main
requirements are, being a graduate from an accredited Mortuary College, and already passed
all National Board Exams.
If you would like to be considered for a position with our family owned firm. Please contact
Cy Hume at 404-292-1551, and forward your resume and contact information
to chume@asturner.com. Please include "AST Funeral Home Opportunity" in the subject
line.

Airport Mortuary Shipping Service
Our established family-owned and operated funeral home/mortuary is seeking a full-time
Funeral Director & Embalmer or Apprentice. The ideal candidate must be a team player,
detail oriented, self-motivated, enthusiastic, ethical and compassionate and be willing to be
involved in all aspects of funeral service. Resumes may be sent to to amsspcs@att.net.

East Georgia Funeral Home
Established Georgia firm serving diverse communities offers an opportunity for a licensed
funeral director/embalmer who has earned at least 1-2 years experience. Firm will assist
those with out of state licenses when reciprocation is necessary. Looking for skilled qualified
candidate committed to excellence in the care of grieving families with a positive approach in
a team work environment. Duties include: comforting interaction with client families in the
arrangement process, communication with clergy in the directing of celebration services, and
embalming and care of deceased for family viewing. Computer experience with a proficiency
in Microsoft Office is recommended. Excellent benefits package is provided incorporated
with an attractive health insurance plan and a salary proportionate with funeral service
experience. A candidate showing aspirations can participate in a plan for future
growth. Resumes should be sent to staff@gfda.org with the subject as "North East Georgia
Funeral Home is seeking a Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer."
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GFDA JOB ALERTS
Fox & Weeks Funeral Directors, Savannah, GA
Fox & Weeks is accepting applications for the following positions:


Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer



Funeral Service Assistant

Fox & Weeks Funeral Directors has been serving families of Savannah since 1882. Family
owned and operated, our multi-location firm is the area's leading funeral service provider, also featuring both human and pet crematories.
Our benefits include competitive salary based on experience, paid time off, excellent medical/
dental/vision plan, 401(k) and profit sharing.
If you would like to be considered for a position with Fox & Weeks, please email your resume
to pam@foxandweeks.com.

Mortuary in North East Georgia
A small town mortuary in NE Georgia is looking for a full time Licensed Funeral Director /
Embalmer. Resumes should be sent to staff@gfda.org with the subject as "Mortuary in NE
Georgia is seeking a Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer".

REMINDERS
OBITUARY NOTICES - Please send funeral-service-related death notices to staff@gfda.org. If it is
outside of normal business hours, we ask that you call the GFDA office (770-592-8002) after emailing
the obituary information to ensure we are able to notify members in a timely manner. Obituaries are
posted here.
ANNUAL CONVENTION MEMORIAL SERVICE VIDEO AND PHOTOS ARE LIVE!
Visit Recent Events and choose the 2018 Annual Convention drop down window.
GFDA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS - Should you have items you wish to bring before
the Executive Committee, please contact a GFDA Executive Committee Member or the Executive
Director. The next Executive Committee Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 22, 2018.

GFDA Advertising is a
GREAT Value!
Ads with GFDA are quarterly and are
included in our monthly StraightTalk
newsletter and on our website.
Visit HERE for more information.
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NFDA NEWS
NFDA Elections: Voting Matters
Wednesday, August 1, is the first day eligible NFDA members can cast a ballot to elect the association's
officers, vote on proposed changes to the NFDA Bylaws and select the Members' Choice Award winner.
On August 1, all eligible NFDA members who have a valid, unique email address on file with NFDA will
receive an email with their individual voting credentials and instructions on how to cast a ballot. Eligible
voters who do not have an email address on file will receive a postcard, within the next week, with their
voting credentials and instructions on how to cast a ballot.
NFDA Voting will be open August 1-14, 2018. Votes must be cast by 11:59 p.m. C.T. on August 14, 2018.
Check your email for the July 26, 2018 GFDA Alert - NFDA News for more information!

NFDA’s President-elect Candidate is GFDA Past President,
R. Bryant Hightower, Jr., CFSP!
Bryant’s Candidate Statement via NFDA “I am seeking the position of President Elect to
the National Funeral Directors Association (NFDA) Executive Board in hopes that I might
continue to contribute my time and talents to the premier funeral service
organization in the world. My association with NFDA goes back to my childhood, when I
was fortunate enough to attend annual conventions with my dad and grandfather. When I
entered funeral service as a profession, I quickly realized the value of membership in
NFDA. I have volunteered my time with NFDA because I believe it to be our responsibility
to support our organization not only with our dues but also with our talents. Having
grown up in a family dedicated to funeral service, I am very aware of the changes that have
taken place in our chosen profession over my lifetime. I look forward to working with the
members of our association to ensure we are adequately prepared and equipped to handle
our ever changing industry.”

A Note from the GFDA Executive Committee
We encourage all NFDA Members to vote - Let's have a GREAT response from Georgia!
As a reminder, the GFDA Executive Committee supports the proposed NFDA Bylaw
changes.
The GFDA Executive Committee has endorsed John O. "Jack" Mitchell, IV, CFSP, CCO, CCSP
as the 2018-2019 NFDA Secretary.
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SAVE THE DATES FOR OUR 2018-2019 EVENTS
September 18 & 19, 2018
Autumn Classic
Braves Game at SunTrust Park
Overnight at the Hilton Atlanta Marietta Hotel & Conference Center
Golf Tournament at City Club Marietta
October & November 2018
GFDA District Meetings South
October 22 - District 4 - Horse Creek Winery in Sparks
October 23 - District 5 - Sybil's Restaurant in Jesup
October 24 - District 3 - Dublin Country Club in Dublin
GFDA District Meetings North
November 5 - District 1E - Oconee County Civic Center in Watkinsville
November 6 - District 1W - Stonewall Manor in Cartersville
November 7 - District 2 - Due South Southern Cuisine in Peachtree City
February 24 & 25, 2019
Midwinter
The Ritz-Carlton Reynolds, Lake Oconee, Greensboro
June 9 - 12, 2019
Annual Convention
The King and Prince Beach & Golf Resort, St. Simons Island

