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FROM THE GFDA PRESIDENT 

We hope YOU will join us as we welcome Sweet, Sweet Summertime! GFDA 
strives to provide meetings where you can bring your family to  
enjoy some relaxation & fun while earning your needed Continuing  
Education hours. The King and Prince is the perfect location for both! There 
are many activities to choose from onsite & in the surrounding area. Meal 
options are always delicious, & the scenery is beautiful! Our  
convention will feature Continuing Education programs you will not want to 
miss and offer 8 Continuing Education hours over the span of 3 days. We are 
proud to announce the following for our 2018 Annual Convention! 
 

Continuing Education Programs 
 

“Screening, Hiring, and Retaining Employees”  
with Drew Hilgenberg, Federated Insurance  

 
“The Yearly Show”  

with Dutch Nie, CFSP, CCO, 2017-2019 NFDA At-large Representative 
 

“BE THE DIFFERENCE - Recognizing and Preventing  
Sexual Harassment in the Workplace”  

with Chuck Gallagher 
 

“State Funerals of the 21st Century”  
with Bob Boetticher, Sr., President / CEO LHT Consulting Group 

 
Annual Programs 

Nominating Committee Report & Elections, NFDA Updates, 
Memorial Service & GFDA Annual Business Meeting with Officer Reports,  

Scholarships, 10, 25, 40, 50 & 60 Year Service Awards &  
Officer Installation 

 
Annual Events 

Sunday's Welcome Reception & Dinner 
Monday's Past Presidents Breakfast & Golf Tournament 

Tuesday's Convention Dinner & Party  
with Entertainment by 1990 Something (Live Band & Karaoke) 

 
I would like to thank those who have already registered as a  
Sponsor!  Sponsorship is a great way to support GFDA and our events while 
marketing your company as well.  I encourage you to become a sponsor today 
and take advantage of the pre-event marketing.  
 
In this newsletter, you will find details about the event, including our agenda 
and all registration forms.  Remember, pre-registration helps us prepare for 
you and saves you time and money onsite.  Make your room reservations  
early! Call the King and Prince for reservations (1-800-342-0212) or you may 
now make your reservations online here.  
 
I look forward to seeing YOU in June.  As always, feel free to contact the 
GFDA office or an Executive Committee Member if you have any  
questions or are in need of assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 
Nathan Stanley 
GFDA President           

April 2019 

https://reservations.travelclick.com/104020?groupID=2108678#/guestsandrooms


GFDA MARKETING ALLIANCE PARTNERS  
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Thank you to our Marketing Alliance Partners for their support of GFDA and our 

Members.  More information about our Marketing Alliance Partners may be found by 

HERE or by visiting their individual pages on our website (click the company logos below).  

We also encourage GFDA Members to contact the their local representative to learn 

more about the specific services, programs, and prices they offer to our Members.  

 

 

 

If you are interested in becoming a Marketing Alliance Partner,  

visit HERE for more details or contact the GFDA office.   
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Registration is OPEN!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 Annual Convention  June 9 - 12, 2019 

King and Prince Beach & Golf Resort in St. Simons Island, GA 

Our Agenda and All Registration Forms are Enclosed 

Do you have a program you would like to be considered for a future event?  

GFDA’s Executive Committee is working on plans for our 2020 & 2021 events.  If you have a 

program for consideration, we want to hear from you! Continuing Education Program  

submissions will be accepted through May 8, 2019.  All submissions should be sent to 

staff@gfda.org and must include specific details regarding the presentation, including but 

not limited to, the following information:   

 Title and Description of Program 

 Length of the Program 

 Presenter Name, Title and Biography 

 Details regarding fees for presenter, including travel and room accommodations.  

 If the program will be sponsored, please be sure to include sponsor information. 

https://www.gfda.org/marketing-alliance-programs
https://s3.amazonaws.com/CFSV2/fileuploads/4946/GFDAExclusiveMarketingAlliancePartnershipOpportunitiesValueIncluded.pdf
mailto:staff@gfda.org
https://www.gfda.org/matthews-aurora-funeral-solutions
https://www.gfda.org/federated-insurance
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GFDA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

President -  Nathan Stanley 

Stanley Funeral Home & Crematory    

1320 North Jefferson Street  

Dublin, GA  31021  

Phone: 478-272-5855     Fax: 478-275-2807      

Email: nathan@stanleyfuneralhome.com     

 

President-elect & - Bill Hightower 

NFDA Policy Board Member 

Hightower Family Funeral Homes 

318 Gordon Street                     

Bremen, GA  30110 

Phone: 770-537-2375     Fax: 770-537-4040      

Email: BH1196@aol.com  

 

Treasurer - Rob Roberson 

Shepard-Roberson Funeral Home     

526 Oakwood St  

Folkston, GA 31537 

Phone: 912-496-7388     Fax: 912-496-4322      

Email: shepardrobersonfuneralhome@yahoo.com   

    

Secretary - Jason Wommack 

Lord and Stephens Funeral Homes     

4355 Lexington Road 

Athens, GA 30605 

Phone: 706-546-1587     Fax: 706-548-7984      

Email: jwommack@lordandstephens.com 

 

Immediate Past President - David McLeighton  

McLeighton Funeral Service       

42 S. Collins Street  

Reynolds, GA 31076  

Phone: 478-847-4181     Fax: 478-862-9540      

Email: davidmcleighton@gmail.com  
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Sweet, Sweet Summertime!   

2019 Annual Convention 

June 9 - 12, 2019 
 

The King and Prince  
Beach & Golf Resort 

 

Join us at a beautiful venue and spend time relaxing while enjoying delicious 

food and fellowship with fellow funeral service professionals!  

 

Our Continuing Education programs will be presented by Bob Boetticher, Chuck Gallagher, 

Dutch Nie, and Drew Hilgenberg.  In all, this event will offer 8 hours of CE.  In addition to our 

CE programs, our convention will offer a Hospitality Cottage each evening and our annual 

events.  Below is an overview of this event.     

 Sunday: Our event will kick off with a Welcome Reception and Dinner. 

 Monday: The morning will start with our Past Presidents Breakfast, including our  

Nominating Committee Report and Elections, and NFDA Update.  Continuing Education 

Programs will follow during the remainder of the morning.  Our afternoon will offer our  

annual Golf Tournament and attendees not playing golf will have the afternoon to enjoy the 

resort and surrounding attractions.  

 Tuesday: Our Continuing Education Programs will be held in the morning.  Attendees will 

have the afternoon to enjoy the resort and surrounding attractions before our evening's  

Dinner and Party with Entertainment by 1990 Something (Live Band & Karaoke).  

 Wednesday: Our Memorial Service and Business Meeting will be held in the 

 morning.  Our Business Meeting will include GFDA's Officer Reports, 2019-2020 Officer 

Installation, GFDA Scholarship, Warren Chandler Legacy Award, & Annual Charles W. 

Wynn Memorial Scholarship, 10,  25,  40,  50 & 60 Years of Service Awards, Academy of 

Professional Funeral Service Practice CFSP Presentations, and Georgia Funeral Supply 

Salesmen's Association Officer Installation.  

 

Our Room Block is OPEN! 

Make Your Reservation Early! 

 

 Online Reservations may be made HERE  

 Call 800-342-0212 to speak with the Reservations Desk.  

 
 

Our 2019 Convention brochure may be found HERE.  

Full event details and registration forms are included in this newsletter! 

Pre-registration ends May 24, 2019.   
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https://reservations.travelclick.com/104020?groupID=2108678
https://s3.amazonaws.com/CFSV2/fileuploads/4946/2019ConventionMailer.pdf
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Our printable agenda may also be found HERE.  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/CFSV2/fileuploads/4946/Agenda.pdf
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Our printable sponsorship form may also be found HERE.  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/CFSV2/fileuploads/4946/2019SponsorshipRegistrationForm.pdf
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Our printable attendee form may also be found HERE.  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/CFSV2/fileuploads/4946/2019ConventionAttendeeRegistrationForm.pdf
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Our printable golf tournament form may also be found HERE.  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/CFSV2/fileuploads/4946/2019ConventionGolfTournamentRegistrationForm.pdf
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Thank you to our Choice Colleagues for their support of GFDA and our Members.  

More information about our Choice Colleagues may be found by visiting HERE.  

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in becoming a Choice Colleague,  

visit HERE for more details or contact the GFDA office.   

GFDA CHOICE COLLEAGUES  

https://www.gfda.org/choice-colleagues
https://s3.amazonaws.com/CFSV2/fileuploads/4946/GFDAChoiceColleagueOpportunitiesValueAdded.pdf


GFDA AT YOUR FINGERTIPS 

Our hope is all GFDA Members will take  

advantage of the GFDA app and our Facebook 

page. Each are valuable tools for interaction 

with your peers through posts, comments, 

member news, death notices, industry articles, 

and more!   Our Facebook page is public and the 

GFDA App is private (for members only).  

 

Remember to also view our GFDA MEMBER 

PAGE as it is frequently updated.   

Remember to tag GFDA by using 

@GeorgiaFuneralDirectorsAssociation  

To enjoy all the GFDA membership benefits, your dues must be current.   

GFDA MEMBERS HAVE ACCESS TO VALUABLE TOOLS 

 Marketing Alliance and Choice Colleague Programs which provide discounts and special 

programs for your business 

 Events designed for education and networking - offering over 12 hours of Continuing  

Education hours annually 

 Private GFDA Member Page which includes important and timely announcements from 

GFDA, NFDA, and Regulatory Agencies (including the Federal Trade Commission, Georgia 

Board of Funeral Service and the Georgia Department of Public Health & State Office of 

Vital Records), Legislative Reports, Job Alert Board, and Member News 

 Private GFDA Member App - interaction with your peers through posts, comments,  

member news, death notices, industry articles, and more  

 GFDA Alerts including announcements and information to assist you in your business,  

obituary notices, and event notices 

 Access to the NFDA music licensing agreement   

 Inclusion in our Online Affiliate and Funeral Home Locators 

 Discounted event pricing  
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https://www.gfda.org/gfdamemberpage
https://www.gfda.org/gfdamemberpage
https://www.facebook.com/Georgia-Funeral-Directors-Association-200064950428423%22


Mark Your Calendars! Exciting NFDA Events Planned for 2019 

May 16-17 – Embalming & Restorative Art Seminar – Pittsburgh, PA 
www.nfda.org/embalmingseminar 

July 13-16 – Leadership Conference – San Diego, CA 
www.nfda.org/leadership 

August 15-16 – Embalming & Restorative Art Seminar – Nashville, TN 
www.nfda.org/embalmingseminar 

October 27-30 – NFDA International Convention & Expo – Chicago, IL 
www.nfda.org/convention 
 
Also, don’t miss NFDA’s exclusive training and certification programs  
 
Arranger Training: www.nfda.org/arrangertraining 
Cremation Certification Program, www.nfda.org/cremationcertification 
Certified Preplanning Consultant, www.nfda.org/cpc 

NFDA NEWS 
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Live Your Best Life 

Did you know that every month, the NFDA Work/Life Resource Program, a benefit of your NFDA  
membership, offers free webinars on a wide range of topics. Mark your calendar and plan to learn more 
about respect in the workplace, the pillars of good mental health and being resilient no matter what 
changes life throws your way.  

THE PILLARS OF GOOD MENTAL HEALTH -- REGISTER NOW 
 
May 7, 2 p.m. ET 

Components of good mental health include the ability to cope well with stress and accomplish personal 
goals. You can take steps to protect and support your mental health throughout your life. 

NAVIGATE LIFE’S CHANGES -- REGISTER NOW 

June 4, 2 p.m. ET 

By increasing your resilience and understanding how you cope with change, you can successfully  
manage and thrive through a challenging situation.  

FOR MANAGERS: DEVELOPING A CULTURE OF WELL-BEING -- REGISTER NOW 

June 6, 2 p.m. ET 

Promoting the good health of employees goes a long way in establishing a productive, friendly work  
environment. 

NURTURING RESPECT IN THE WORKPLACE -- REGISTER NOW 

July 2, 2 p.m. ET 

What behaviors are acceptable in the workplace? Which are not? Business etiquette is a key competency 
in professional development, setting the tone for work relationships and how you are perceived by your 
colleagues. 

https://www.nfda.org/embalmingseminar
http://www.nfda.org/leadership
https://www.nfda.org/embalmingseminar
http://www.nfda.org/convention
http://www.nfda.org/arrangertraining
http://www.nfda.org/cremationcertification
http://www.nfda.org/cpc
https://goto.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1239882&tp_key=4fce611f56
https://goto.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1240578&tp_key=9e897277a7
https://goto.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1240579&tp_key=776f4f8eeb
https://goto.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1240742&tp_key=e0d81c9e4f


GFDA DISTRICT CHAIRS 

District 1E 

 

James Bearden, Chairman 

Bearden Funeral Home  

P.O. Box 185, Dawsonville, GA  30534 

Phone: 706-265-3159 

Email: james@beardenfuneralhome.com 

 

Scott Ellis, Co-Chairman 

Caldwell and Cowan Funeral Home 

P.O. Box 630, Covington, GA  30015 

Phone: 770-786-7062 

Email: scott.e@caldwellandcowan.com 

District 3 

 

Kenny Jones, Chairman 

Stanley Funeral Home & Crematory 

P.O. Box 1999, Dublin, GA  31096 

Phone: 478-272-5855 

Email: kenny@stanleyfuneralhome.com 

 

Jeffery Smith, Co-Chairman 

May and Smith Funeral Directors 

P.O. Box 1016, Sandersville, GA  31082 

Phone: 478-552-2501 

Email: jtsmith@sandersville.net 

District 1W 

 

Kevin Roper, Chairman 

Roper Funeral Home  

206 Holly Street, Jasper, GA  30143 

Phone: 706-253-7500 

Email: kwroper@outlook.com 

 

Eddie Brannon, Co-Chairman 

Max Brannon & Sons Funeral Home  

P.O. Box 1027, Calhoun GA  30703 

Phone: 706-629-4508 

Email: eddiebrannon@comcast.net 

District 4 

 

David Mathis, Chairman 

Perry Funeral Chapel 

P.O. Box 687, Ashburn, GA  31714 

Phone: 229-567-3366 

Email: davidmathis@windstream.net  

 

Christopher Clark, Co-Chairman 

Clark Funeral Home 

142 Commerce Street, Hawkinsville, GA  31036 

Phone: 478-783-1471 

Email: clarknk15@gmail.com 

District 2 

 

David Mowell, Chairman 

Carl J. Mowell & Sons Funeral Home  

180 N. Jeff Davis Drive, Fayetteville, GA  30214 

Phone: 770-461-7641 

Email: david@mowellfuneralhome.com 

 

Micky Couey, Co-Chairman 

Moores Funeral Home & Crematory 

301 S. Wayne Street, Milledgeville, GA  31061  

Phone: 478-452-3024 

Email: micky@mooresfuneral.com 

District 5 

 

Jonathan Roundtree, Chairman 

Miles-Odum Funeral Home  

130 Screven Avenue, Waycross, GA  31501 

Phone: 912-283-2525 

Email: milesodumfh@gmail.com 

 

Audie Powell, Co-Chairman 

Flanders-Morrison Funeral Home 

P.O. Box 1560, Pembroke, GA  31321 

Phone: 912-653-4531 

Email: audie.flandersmorrisonfh@gmail.com 
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Your GFDA District Chair is a GREAT contact, especially if you have an immediate need in your area.   

If we can ever be of any assistance, please let feel free to contact your District Chair or the GFDA office.     

GFDA DISTRICT MAP 
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