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From David McLeighton, GFDA Immediate Past President
I would like to thank all of our exhibitors and attendees, as well as sponsors,
for making our GFDA 2018 Funeral Service Expo a great success. The
fellowship and camaraderie was awesome. Your GFDA Executive Committee
would also like to extend a big thank you to the Sales Club for your support,
hard work and dedication.
The Executive Committee works diligently to keep our members informed of
legislative bills. We post them to our GFDA app and the GFDA website
(gfda.org) as soon as they become available to us.
Please be sure to
check the app and/or website for recent legislative updates that are
important to our industry.
I hope that each of you are planning to attend GFDA’s Annual Summer
Convention, June 3-6, at the King and Prince Beach and Golf Resort on
beautiful St. Simons Island.
We have some wonderful speakers lined up
for continuing education as well as the annual Past Presidents Breakfast,
Round Table Discussions, Memorial Service, Golf Tournament and Family Fun
Night. Registration will open soon! I encourage you to register early and to
take advantage of this opportunity to receive valuable information to help us
meet the needs and challenges in our industry today.
The summer
convention is a time that we come together in a relaxed atmosphere to grow
friendships, make new friends, enjoy time with our family, receive
continuing education and honor the memory of family members that have
passed away during the year.
We look forward to seeing you and your family in June at St. Simons.
David McLeighton
Immediate Past President

GFDA MARKETING ALLIANCE PROGRAM PARTNERS
GFDA's Marketing Alliance Program Partners offer GFDA Members incentive programs or rebates to
GFDA Members who purchase from them and revenue to GFDA based on company sales to GFDA's
membership during the period of Agreement.
2018 MARKETING ALLIANCE PROGRAM PARTNERS
Cincinnati Equitable Life Insurance Company
Federated Insurance
Matthews Aurora Funeral Solutions
More information about our Marketing Alliance Program Partners may be found by visiting HERE.

Important Reminders
Have your GFDA 2018 Dues been renewed?
To be a GFDA Member and enjoy all the benefits of GFDA Membership, including our Marketing Alliance
Program benefits, Member Page and GFDA App access, and inclusion in our directories, your GFDA
2018 Dues must be current.
 Renewal invoices have been sent to the address on file. Please remember, it is very
important to return a fully completed copy of the renewal invoice with your payment to help us
ensure our records are accurate.
 Do you need a duplicated invoice? Contact staff@gfda.org or visit JOIN GFDA where you
can choose your membership type from the drop down windows and print a duplicate invoice.
 Note: As of April 2, 2018, GFDA will change the Member Page password, remove non-renewed
App users, update our online directory, and finalize our new printable directory.
The Georgia Secretary of State Professional Licensing Portal for License Renewals is open!
License renewal deadlines apply to Embalmer, Director, Apprentice, and Establishment.
Visit HERE and renew your license(s) today!
Important dates to remember
- On Time License Renewal through March 31, 2018
- Late Renewal dates are April 1 - April 30, 2018
- As of May 1, 2018 any licenses not renewed will be lapsed and must go through the
reinstatement process.
Visit GFDA MEMBER PAGE (use the case sensitive password GFDAMember1016) for the latest
updates from GFDA, the Georgia Board of Funeral Service and the Georgia Department of Public Health
& State Office of Vital Records!
 The 2018 Legislative Session is underway! For the latest information and updates, visit the
“GFDA Legislative Reports from Charlie Watts, GFDA Lobbyist” section.
 Gain further information on the recent EDRS Regulation Changes by viewing “Notices
Georgia Department of Public Health & State Office of Vital Records” section.
 Do you have a job opening at your firm or are you looking for employment? GFDA has a
Job Alert section.
 Member Announcements is the perfect place to share your news with other industry
professionals.
Obituary Notices are posted HERE.
Please send funeral-service-related death notices to staff@gfda.org. If it is outside of normal business
hours, we ask that you call the GFDA office (770-592-8002) after emailing the obituary information to
ensure we are able to notify members in a timely manner.

2018 GEORGIA FUNERAL SERVICE EXPO
Thank you to our speakers, exhibitors, sponsors and attendees!
Each of you were important parts of making this event a success!

THANK YOU TO OUR SPEAKERS
Lacy Robinson, CFSP
Tyler Anderson
Doug Gober
Bill Vallie
Phil Pares
James Hunter

GFDA 2018 ANNUAL CONVENTION
2018 ANNUAL CONVENTION
June 3 – 6, 2018
King and Prince Beach & Golf Resort in St. Simons Island, GA
We encourage you to make your plans to attend our Convention, as we will guarantee you will love this
wonderful family atmosphere, awesome food, relaxed scenery, and the overall mood of this wonderful
place! We can assure you that GFDA’s best days are ahead, and we look forward to being a part of it
with each of you. We already have sponsors commit to this event and can ensure it will be spectacular.
If you are interested in sponsorship, contact staff@gfda.org .
Continuing Education Programs
GFDA is proud to announce our Continuing Education Programs for the 2018 Annual Summer Convention





"The Obsequies of Rev. Billy Graham" with Mike Squires, CFSP, CCO, Southern Calls
"DriveSafe" with Nathan Gravley, Federated Insurance
"Battling Burnout & Building Resilience: Supporting & Retaining Funeral Professionals" with
Jason Troyer, PhD, Mt Hope Grief Services
We will also have our annual events: Welcome Reception, Past Presidents Breakfast, Hospitality
Cottage, Golf Tournament, Roundtable Discussions, GFDA Business Meeting and Memorial Service

Important Reminders for this Event
Wednesday, June 6 GFDA will include the following events:
 Annual Memorial Service
o This service will be held at 9:30 AM to allow for family members arrival.
o Obituary Notices are posted HERE. GFDA will contact families in the coming months and
will publish the memorial list for review prior to final preparations for the convention.
 10, 25, 40, 50 & 60 Year Funeral Service Achievement Award
o If you are or know of a funeral director celebrating their 10, 25, 40, 50, or 60 year mark
in funeral service, please send an email to staff@gfda.org.
 GFDA Scholarship Award
o Fully completed scholarship submissions are due to the GFDA office by April 16, 2018.
Our Room Block is OPEN!
Our room block is open and we encourage you to make your reservations early! The King and Prince is
now offering online reservations for our group. You can use the link below to make your room
reservations online for your preferred length of stay at the GFDA group rates (including before and
after the convention, as hotel availability allows). Of course, you may also call if you prefer.



Online Reservations HERE
Call for Reservations 1-800-342-0212

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS (TO DATE)
Continuing Education Programs - Federated Insurance and Homesteaders Life Company
Hospitality Cottage - Wilbert
Roundtable Discussions - NFDA
REGISTRATION
Our registration items for our golf tournament, sponsorships and attendees will be available soon!
They will be mailed, available online and sent in future Alerts and Newsletters.

MEMBER NEWS
Announcement from Doug Ward
It has been my privilege for the past 5 years to own and operate Ward’s Transport Services. The
business has grown each year thanks to God and to you, our loyal customer.
The opportunity has presented itself for me to sell the transport company to an established transport
service. Beck Transport DBA Chastain Professional Services, out of the Atlanta area, has purchased
Ward’s Transport Services. Mr. Beck has been in the business for 10 years while Mr. Chastain had 18
years before his passing.
As it has been the past 5 years, there will be 6 vans stationed in the Southeast Georgia area. In
addition, you will now have access to 10 vans throughout the metro Atlanta area. As always,
professionalism while transporting loved ones is of utmost importance. You will also find the pricing to
stay in line with what you have become accustom to in the past.
With 30 years of experience in the funeral business, I would highly recommend you to continue to call
on Mr. Beck and his trained staff for your transport needs. Effective April 1, 2018, the new number to
call for all transports will be 404-861-1321.
In closing, I can’t thank each of you enough for supporting me over the past 5 years. Having more
time on my hands will allow me to focus on Ward’s Funeral Supplies and Ward Monument Company.
Please keep my number on file if I can be of help to you in the future.
Regards,
Doug Ward
Ward’s Funeral Supplies
912-309-9295
R. Bryant Hightower, Jr., CFSP – NFDA’S President-elect Candidate
Congratulations to all the Qualified Candidates for NFDA 2018 Elections! And a special congratulations
to GFDA Past President, R. Bryant Hightower Jr., CFSP, who is NFDA's President-elect Candidate!
Bryant Hightower’s Candidate Statement via NFDA
I am seeking the position of President Elect to the National Funeral Directors Association (NFDA)
Executive Board in hopes that I might continue to contribute my time and talents to the premier funeral
service organization in the world. My association with NFDA goes back to my childhood, when I was
fortunate enough to attend annual conventions with my dad and grandfather. When I entered funeral
service as a profession, I quickly realized the value of membership in NFDA. I have volunteered my
time with NFDA because I believe it to be our responsibility to support our organization not only with
our dues but also with our talents. Having grown up in a family dedicated to funeral service, I am very
aware of the changes that have taken place in our chosen profession over my lifetime. I look forward to
working with the members of our association to ensure we are adequately prepared and equipped to
handle our ever changing industry.
To view his Candidate Video, click HERE.

GFDA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Nathan Stanley, President
Stanley Funeral Home & Crematory, Dublin, GA
Telephone: 1-478-272-5855
Email: nathan@stanleyfuneralhome.com

Bill Hightower, Treasurer & NFDA Policy Board Member
Hightower Funeral Home, Bremen, GA
Telephone: 1-770-537-2375
Email: BH1196@aol.com

Rob Roberson, Secretary
Shepard Funeral Home, Folkston, GA
Telephone: 1-912-496-7388
Email: shepardrobersonfuneralhome@yahoo.com

David McLeighton, Past President
McLeighton Funeral Service, Reynolds, GA
Telephone: 1-478-847-4181
Email: davidmcleighton@gmail.com

Your GFDA Executive Committee looks forward to seeing you during the 2018 Annual
Summer Convention! Make your plans to join them and your fellow funeral service
professionals June 3-6, 2018 at the beautiful King and Prince Beach & Golf Resort!

