
Knowing When to Step in on Senior Finances 

It can be difficult to know when to step in as your parents or grandparents age. While it's 
always a good idea to help people to stay independent for as long as possible, the reality is 
that most people need some level of assistance, even in managing finances, in their golden 
years. If you're not sure about the right time to step in and help out your senior loved one 
in Pittsburgh, PA, Boron Funeral Home shares a few ways to know when to lend a hand. 

Noticing the Warning Signs 

Some of the most obvious signs the person you love needs help include the presence of 
unopened mail, forgetfulness, and calls from creditors. Your loved one may complain about 
budgeting or bills. If the senior you love is having trouble keeping track of appointments, 
advocating for themselves, or successfully maintaining self-care and routines, it might be 
time to step in. 

Start by having an honest conversation with your loved one, and offer to help with simple 
things, such as providing reminders or building a budget together. Instead of making 
demands and taking all control away from them, help them identify their strengths, and 
offer to take on tasks they aren't fond of or are struggling with. Volunteering to go to 
doctor's appointments with them, too, might shed some light on whether these warning 
signs are an indicator of something more serious, such as cognitive decline.  

Considering Living Arrangements and Daily Needs 

As you begin to have conversations with your loved one and establish trust, take an honest 
look at their current living situation. Are they having trouble making the mortgage? Would 
a reverse mortgage help keep them on top of the bills? Will they be able to live in their 
current situation a few years down the road? Talking with the seniors about their long and 
short-term goals is a good way to get a better indication of the road ahead. These 
conversations may also give you indicators about areas in which they'll need help.  

Helping Your Senior Sell a Business 

Every senior is different. For some, handling overall finances can be more challenging than 
paying regular bills, especially if they need to sell a home or business. If your loved one 
owns a business in Pittsburgh and they're no longer able to run it properly, it's time to 
reach out to a professional business appraiser in the area. They can provide a professional 
business valuation that includes an inventory of all business and real estate assets. This 
allows them to set a realistic price for the business before listing it for sale. 

Helping With Peace of Mind 

At the end of the day, after attending to financial logistics, one of the best things you can do 
for the seniors you love is to help them worry less. By staying organized and thinking 
ahead, you can assist them in building a happier life.  

https://www.boronfuneralhome.com/
https://www.seniorliving.org/finance/old-debts/
https://www.agingcare.com/articles/put-an-elder-on-a-budget-159483.htm
https://www.mentalhelp.net/blogs/eight-tips-for-talking-to-your-aging-parents-about-important-issues/
https://www.boronfuneralhome.com/talk-of-a-lifetime
https://www.boronfuneralhome.com/talk-of-a-lifetime
https://bettermoneyhabits.bankofamerica.com/en/saving-budgeting/aging-parents-finances
https://www.zenbusiness.com/close-sell-business/


If you're in the Pittsburgh area, visit Boron Funeral Home to help make funeral 
prearrangements as another way to help your senior loved one worry less and enjoy their 
golden years.  
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