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 what’s in a name? That’s the age-old question Shakespeare’s Juliet asked of Romeo. To 
her, it didn’t make a lick of difference what the young Montague was called, but to 
modern folk a name is synonymous with reputation, and we all take note of a good one. 

We are drawn to it. We admire it. We are even loyal to it. 

DellaVecchia, Reilly, Smith & Boyd… 
A Legacy of Compassionate Service
By Tony Rotondo Photography by Kelly O’Keefe

The DellaVecchias guide the bereaved family through unfamiliar territory, making suggestions to help the family create a service for the loved one that will be 
worthy of that person, and, also, of immeasurable value to those left behind. Pictured are the DellaVecchia brothers Ron, Joe, and Michael (inset photo) with 
their mother Kristine. Michael was not available for photography at the time the picture was taken.
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In Chester County, there is a long 
and honorable line of good names at-
tached to an enviable history of good 
repute – DellaVecchia, Reilly, Smith & 
Boyd. These names represent a funeral 
home that offers compassionate service 
to families during traumatic times of grief 
and desolation. 

For generations, the DellaVecchias 
have been intimately involved in the 
greater West Chester community, com-
mitted to serving others with the highest 
level of respect. Their stately Victorian 
mansion on North Church Street in West 
Chester is one of the architectural gems of 
the borough. Renovations have extended 

DellaVecchia, Reilly, Smith & Boyd’s stately Victorian mansion on North Church Street in West Chester is one of the architectural gems of the borough.
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If you are planning a funeral, you may feel overwhelmed or confused. “That’s where we step in,” says Joseph J. DellaVecchia, III, Funeral Director and 
Supervisor. “We offer condolences, comfort, and peace of mind. From the very first meeting, whether it’s in the deceased’s home, our office, or over the phone; 
whether it’s day or in the middle of the night, we stand ready to serve, treating their family as though it were our family.”

the viewing room area and created more 
on-site parking. But none of that has dis-
turbed the beauty and quiet elegance of 
the building, inside or out. 

Not many of us like to talk about 
things like insurance policies, root canals, 
or funerals. Anything associated with pain 
and suffering is something to be avoided 
like the proverbial plague. But there comes 
a time when we are forced to make deci-
sions quickly, on a matter we know little 
about – death. 

If you are planning a funeral, you 
may feel overwhelmed or confused. You 
need to choose a funeral home with which 
you feel comfortable. “That’s where we 
step in,” says Joseph J. DellaVecchia, III, 
Funeral Director and Supervisor. “We of-
fer condolences, comfort, and peace of 
mind. From the very first meeting, wheth-
er it’s in the deceased’s home, our office, 
or over the phone; whether it’s day or in 
the middle of the night, we stand ready 
to serve, treating their family as though it 
were our family.”

Joe and his brothers, Ron and Mi-
chael, along with their mother Kristine, 
guide the bereaved family through un-
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Chester County, their legacy of service is 
unparalleled. CCL

DellaVecchia, Reilly, Smith & Boyd
Funeral Home
410 N. Church St.
West Chester, PA 19380
610.696.1181
DRSFH.com

this sad time is someone like you; some-
one who will listen to you, understand 
you, see where you’re coming from, and 
interpret your needs and wishes. Those 
people are DellaVecchia, Reilly, Smith & 
Boyd.

They stand ready to reach out to fam-
ilies of all faiths and ethnic backgrounds 
in the communities they serve. And in 

familiar territory, making suggestions to 
help the family create a service for the 
loved one that will be worthy of that per-
son, and, also, of immeasurable value to 
those left behind. “‘You’re there to serve 
with respect, compassion, and humility.’ 
That’s what my dad said to us. That’s our 
legacy, and we’re proud to uphold it,” says 
Joe. To that end, they work collaborative-
ly with families, aware that a funeral is a 
participative event. 

It could be said that funeral directors 
are, basically, event organizers able to put 
families in touch with other service pro-
viders – a celebrant, a florist, a caterer. 
But the really good directors like those 
at DellaVecchia, Reilly, Smith & Boyd 
listen carefully, plan accordingly, and ex-
ecute flawlessly. “We put demands on 
ourselves,” says Joe. “We’re all about at-
tention to details. We want the funeral to 
be perfect for all of the families we serve. 
We know that what we do will be a mem-
ory that lasts for years. When people are 
pleased with the peaceful way their loved 
one appears at rest, especially after suffer-
ing a long time, they will have peace of 
mind. That’s what we do here. And when 
it’s done well, we hope it contributes to 
the honoring of loved ones in a meaning-
ful and respectful way.” 

DellaVecchia, Reilly, Smith & Boyd 
features Pre-Planning, a modern and 
cost-effective way to save your family 
from a financial burden, as well as pro-
tecting you against inflation. It’s the best 
way to make your final wishes known to 
family as it guards against overspending. 
They provide limousines, caskets, urns, 
flowers, and cards, and programs of re-
membrance as well as cremation services 
from their own private crematory. They 
offer help when you are feeling help-
less, answers when you are feeling over-
whelmed, and comfort when you are 
feeling desolate.

A funeral is a momentous event 
that involves proper execution of a great 
number of details, with no opportunity 
to ‘do it over.’ Flawless execution al-
lows the family to relax and focus on 
celebrating the life of the deceased. The 
people who you are looking for during 
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