TRANSPORTATION SECURITY ADMINISTRATION

Traveling With Crematory Remains

As part of our standard operating procedures, TSA has a clear process for
screening crematory remains. Our Officers routinely conduct these types of
screenings throughout our nation’s airports.

Passengers may transport crematory remains as part of their carry-on property
or checked baggage. Some airlines do not allow crematory remains as checked
baggage, so check with your airline first. IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOU
CARRY THE URN ON BOARD THE AIRCRAFT IN YOUR IMMEDIATE
POSSESSION AT ALL TIMES. Checking the urn with baggage may present a
potential, inadvertent loss of the urn.

If carrying on the crematory remains, they are subject to screening and must
pass through the X-ray machine. If the X-ray Operator cannot clear the remains,
TSA may apply other, non-intrusive means of resolving the alarm. Under no
circumstances will an officer open the container, even if the passenger requests
this be done. If the officer cannot determine that the container does not contain
a prohibited item, the remains will not be permitted.

We understand the emotional stress passengers may be under when
transporting the remains of a loved one. Our guidelines for traveling with
crematory remains is not intended to make this already emotionally difficult
process more complex than needed. However, crematory remains are one of the
many sensitive items that could be exploited by someone wanting to conceal a
dangerous item.

If you have questions, concerns or would like to provide feedback, please feel
free to contact the TSA Contact Center, 1-866-289-9673.
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