
Our eternal thanks to the men and women who fought to keep us free.

As a veteran, we’re sure you have an interesting story to tell. No one knows more about your life than 
you, and no one knows how you would like your story told. Preplanning a funeral allows you to do 
just that.  We will follow your wishes to the letter and help guide your family and loved one through a 
difficult time.  

Your veteran’s benefit may include burial in a VA national cemetery, opening and closing of the grave, 
perpetual care, inscribed headstone or marker, a burial flag, Presidential Memorial Certificate, and 
other services. Veterans may be eligible for a headstone, marker, or medallion for placement in private 
cemeteries worldwide as well. Some Veterans may also be eligible for burial allowances. Make sure 
that your family knows where your discharge papers are kept. These papers establish your family’s 
eligibility for burial services.

To make sure your wishes are known, please consider the following:
VA national cemetery gravesites cannot be reserved in advance, you will need the assistance of a 
participating funeral home.  Your family or the funeral home you select must know your wishes.  Of 
course, a national cemetery is not your only option.  You can also receive your full benefits and make 
advance arrangements with a funeral home and cemetery of your choice.   You can turn to us with 
confidence in handling your veteran’s funeral service. 

Please allow us to help craft your story, to set the stage for its delivery and to help guide you through 
the maze of government forms.  We would like to thank you for your service by being of service to you.
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Presidential Memorial Certificates

A Presidential Memorial Certificate (PMC) is an engraved paper certificate, signed by the current 
President, to honor the memory of honorably discharged deceased Veterans.

History
This program was initiated in March 
1962 by President John F. Kennedy 
and has been continued 
by all subsequent Presidents.

Administration
The Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) administers the PMC program 
by preparing the certificates which 
bear the current President’s 
signature expressing the country’s 
grateful recognition of the Veteran’s 
service in the United States Armed 
Forces.

Eligibility
Eligible recipients include the next of 
kin and loved ones of honorably 
discharged deceased Veterans. More 
than one certificate may be provided.

Application
Eligible recipients, or someone acting on their behalf, may apply for a PMC in person at any VA 
regional office or by U.S. mail or toll-free fax. Requests cannot be sent via email. Please be sure to 
enclose a copy of the Veteran’s discharge and death certificate to verify eligibility; please submit 
copies only, as we will not return original documents.
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VETERAN AFFAIRS FUNERAL BASIC TRAINING
Veterans discharged from active duty under conditions other than dishonorable and service members who 
die while on active duty, active duty for training, or inactive duty training, as well as spouses and dependent 
children of Veterans and active duty service members, may be eligible for VA burial and memorial benefits. 
The Veteran does not have to die before a spouse or dependent child for them to be eligible.

VA’s National Cemetery Scheduling Office or local national cemetery directors verify eligibility for 
burial. A copy of the Veteran’s discharge document that specifies the period(s) of active duty and 
character of discharge is usually sufficient to determine eligibility. In some instances, a copy of the 
deceased’s death certificate and proof of relationship to the Veteran (for eligible family members) may 
be required. 

Burial in a VA national cemetery is available for eligible Veterans, their spouses and dependents at no 
cost to the family and includes the gravesite, grave-liner, opening and closing of the grave, a headstone 
or marker, and perpetual care as part of a national shrine. For Veterans, benefits also include a burial 
flag and Military Funeral Honors. Family members and other loved ones of deceased Veterans may 
request Presidential Memorial Certificates. 

Private Cemeteries: To submit a claim for a headstone or marker for a private cemetery, mail a 
completed VA Form 40-1330, Application for Standard Government Headstone or Marker, and a copy 
of the Veteran’s military discharge document to Memorial Programs Service (41A1), Department of 
Veterans Affairs, 5109 Russell Rd., Quantico, VA 22134-3903. The form and supporting documents 
may also be faxed toll free to 1-800-455-7143.

Before ordering, check with the cemetery to ensure that the Government-furnished headstone or 
marker will be accepted.

Burial Flags: VA will furnish a U.S. burial flag to memorialize:
• Veterans who served during wartime or after Jan. 31, 1955.

• Veterans who were entitled to retired pay for service in the Reserve or National Guard, or would
have been entitled if over age 60.

• Members or former members of the Selected Reserve who served their initial obligation, or were
discharged for a disability incurred or aggravated in the line of duty, or died while a member of the
Selected Reserve.

Burial Allowance: VA will pay a $700 burial and funeral allowance for Veterans who, at time of death,
were entitled to receive pension or compensation or would have been entitled if they were not receiving
military retirement pay. Eligibility also may be established when death occurs in a VA facility, a VA-
contracted nursing home or a State Veterans nursing home. In cases in which the Veteran’s death was
not service-connected, claims must be filed within two years after burial or cremation.



Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery
20953 W. Hoff Road | Elwood, IL 60421

Alton National Cemetery
600 Pearl Street | Alton, IL 62003

Camp Butler National Cemetery
5063 Camp Butler Road
Springfield, IL 62707

Confederate Mound | Oak Woods Cemetery
1035 E 67th St | Chicago, IL 60637

Danville National Cemetery
1900 East Main Street | Danville, IL 61832

Mound City National Cemetery
HWY Junction 37 & 51 | Mound City, IL 62963

North Alton Confederate Cemetery
635 Rozier Street | Alton, IL 62003

Quincy National Cemetery
36th and Maine Street | Quincy, IL 62301

Rock Island Confederate Cemetery
Rodman Avenue, Rock Island Arsenal

Rock Island, IL 61299

Rock Island National Cemetery
Bldg 118, Rock Island Arsenal

Rock Island, IL 61299

Sunset Cemetery
1707 N. 12th Street | Quincy, IL 62301

VA operates 131 national cemeteries, of which 71 are open for new casketed interments and 19 are 
open to accept only cremated remains.  Your options for interment in a national cemetery in Illinois are 
listed here:
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National Cemetery Veteran Eligibility
Veterans discharged from active duty under conditions other than dishonorable and service members who
die while on active duty, active duty for training, or inactive duty training, as well as spouses and dependent
children of Veterans and active duty service members, may be eligible for VA burial and memorial benefits.
The Veteran does not have to die before a spouse or dependent child for them to be eligible.

Burial in VA National Cemeteries
Burial in a VA national cemetery is available for eligible Veterans, their spouses and dependents at no 
cost to the family and includes the gravesite, grave-liner, opening and closing of the grave, a headstone 
or marker, and perpetual care as part of a national shrine. For Veterans, benefits also include a burial 
flag and Military Funeral Honors. Family members and other loved ones of deceased Veterans may 
request Presidential Memorial Certificates. 

Our eternal thanks to the men and women who fought to keep us free.

Plot Allowance: VA will pay a $700 plot allowance when a Veteran is buried in a cemetery not 
under U.S. government jurisdiction if: the Veteran was discharged from active duty because of 
disability incurred or aggravated in the line of duty; the Veteran was receiving compensation or 
pension or would have been if the Veteran was not receiving military retired pay; or the Veteran 
died in a VA facility.

Military Funeral Honors: Upon request, the Department of Defense (DoD) will provide Military 
Funeral Honors consisting of folding and presentation of the United States flag and the playing of 
“Taps.” A funeral honors detail consists of two or more uniformed members of the armed forces, 
with at least one member from the deceased’s branch of service.

For Burial in a Private Cemetery
If burial is planned in a private cemetery and a Government headstone or marker will be requested 
for the Veteran’s grave, the family should complete VA Form 40-1330, Application for Standard 
Government Headstone or Marker for Installation in a Private or State Veterans’ Cemetery, in advance 
and place it with the Veterans military discharge papers for use at the time of need.

To receive your Veterans benefits, the following information will be required: 

Proof of military service, Department of Defense form DD-214 (report of separation)

Certified copy of the Death Certificate

Certified copy of original Marriage Certificate

Copies of paid hospital and/or doctor bills incurred by last illness, if applicable

Verification of amount of life insurance you will receive as a result of the veterans death.

Social Security Number of veteran’s spouse or eligible dependents, if applicable.
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are open to accept only cremated remains.  Your options for interment in a national cemetery in 
Illinois are listed here:
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National Cemetery Veteran Eligibility
Veterans discharged from active duty under conditions other than dishonorable and service members who 
die while on active duty, active duty for training, or inactive duty training, as well as spouses and dependent 
children of Veterans and active duty service members, may be eligible for VA burial and memorial benefits. 
The Veteran does not have to die before a spouse or dependent child for them to be eligible.
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or marker, and perpetual care as part of a national shrine. For Veterans, benefits also include a burial 
flag and Military Funeral Honors. Family members and other loved ones of deceased Veterans may 
request Presidential Memorial Certificates. 
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