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Christopher L. Williams was born on January 5, 1935, to the union of Robert Lewis Williams
and Curley (née Penn) Williams in Chicago, lllinois. He was the second of five children: Dionysus,
Naomi, Robert Jr. and Isaac. He received his elementary and high school education in the public
schools of Chicago, as well as at Wilson Junior College.

Chris’ childhood religious training began at Progressive Baptist Church. In his teenage
years, he and his sister, Dionysus joined the Greater Mt. Vernon Baptist Church where he served
more than 65 years, under the pastorage of Rev. William McDowell, Rev, Charles Alexander, Rev.
Phillip Sneed and Rev. Charles Rogers. Among his activities were Sunday School student and
teacher, Baptist Training Union Superintendent, and Trustee. Later, he was ordained as a deacon
under the leadership of Pastor Alexander. and eventually became Chairman of the Deacon Board,
under the leadership of Pastor Rogers.

In 1967, Deacon Williams met his wife of 52 years, Freddie M. McCaskill at the National
Baptist Congress of Christian Education and they were married on January 19, 1969 at Gospel
Temple Missionary Baptist Church. To this union, two daughters were born: Crystal Lynne and
Dawn Dietrich. Chris and his family loved to travel. They attended the National Baptist Sunday
School Congress yearly for the next 20 years. He has traveled extensively to the Caribbean, Europe,
Africa, Germany and almost all 50 states.

Deacon Williams was drafted in the United States Army and upon returning home, he began
a career in the United States Postal Service where he worked for more than 53 years.

In 1989, Deacon Williams partnered with Mrs. Pernella Pugh of Gospel Temple MBC in a
prayer partnership that connected almost daily, regardless of his traveling, until a day or two before
his demise.

Deacon Williams also loved music and continued a tradition from his mother with playing
piano and singing gospel music. He often sang accompanied by his daughters and grandchildren. He
also was a strong supporter of Healing Temple MBC under the pastorate of Rev. Sterling Edwards.

Deacon Williams answered God’s call for heavenly reward on Friday, July 23, 2021,
at 6:15 am.

He leaves to cherish his memory, his wife, Freddie Williams; two daughters, Crystal (Chet)
Love, Dawn Dietrich (Jasen) Robinson; three grandchildren; Christopher Jobe, Isaiah James, and
Haley Lynne Robinson; one brother, Robert Williams, Jr.; one sister-in-law, Sadie Skeen, all of
Chicago, IL; one brother-in-law, Vincent Kerold Bass of Olive Branch, MS; extended in-laws:
Enterjoy Thurman, Lillie Penn, Omega Davis, Mary (Reggie) Carter, Bobbie Penn, Willie Mae Penn,
Preston Penn, D.A. Penn, and Michael Penn, all of Georgia; many other relatives including nieces,
nephews, cousins, and the Greater Mt. Vernon Church Family.
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