
 

Name of Organization Meharry Medical College

Grant Report Contact Person Enola P. Walton

Grant Report Contact Email Address

Grant Contact Phone (if different than
primary organization phone)

What is the total amount of grant(s)
received from Middle Tennessee
Emergency Response Fund, which this
report covers? 

50000.00

What balance, if any, do you have
remaining from Middle Tennessee
Emergency Response Fund grant(s)? 

0.00

If you have funds remaining, how long
before you expect them to be spent?

Week-10 Days

What portion of funds spent was on
staffing?

None

What portion of funds spent was on
administrative costs? (non-staff
operational costs: mileage, technology,
etc) 

None

What portion of funds spent was on
direct costs to support tornado
survivors? (food, cash assistance,
clothing, etc) 

100%

Did you hire/need to hire new staff (PT,
FT, temp) exclusively for tornado
recovery work?

No

If you hired new staff, please indicate
how many.

No

Please Indicate, if any, Organizations
You Collaborated With in Your Tornado
Recovery Efforts:

Meharry Medical College collaborated with the Interdenominational Ministry
Fellowship (IMF); Lee Chapel A.M.E. Church and Schrader Lane Church of
Christ.

Indicate Where You Provided Tornado
Relief (County Level Detail):

Davidson



Please upload your completed version
of the excel spreadsheet provided in the
email requesting grant reporting. 

https://www.formstack.com/admin/download/file/13636883876

https://www.formstack.com/admin/download/file/13636883876


We know that disaster recovery can
place unexpected demands on an
organization’s capacity and we are
interested in learning more about the
challenges and demands your
organization may have experienced.
Please describe briefly any specific
demands your organization has dealt
with as the result of your tornado
recovery work?  In future disasters, how
best can the CFMT further support the
work of organizations serving disaster
victims beyond grantmaking?

As one of the nations' premier historically black health sciences educators,
with a focus on primary care and serving the underserved, Meharry Medical
College lifts up the health and wellness of communities even when
resources are limited, and others turn away.  So, when the high-end EF-3
tornado tore across North Nashville -- mere blocks from the Meharry
campus -- the College's administrators quickly mobilized to send students
and clinicians into the community to render immediate aid on March 4.  The
College set up a command center on campus which was used to
coordinate relief efforts, store non-perishable food, clothing, water,
household items, personal hygiene items, etc.  Because of Meharry's
outreach and community service programs, there is a level of trust and
understanding that resonates within the community. Campus digital
messaging boards were cleared to handle information about relief efforts. 
Meharry employees were asked to work from home to keep nearby streets
clear for emergency vehicles.  

The campus was at that status when news of the first COVID-19 case in
Tennessee was reported two days later in Williamson County.  Senior staff
for Meharry began meeting within hours by phone conference to consider
what Meharry's role would look like.   Meharry opened a COVID-19 testing
site on the campus and ultimately liaised with Metro government to make
sure the city and Meharry were aligned in COVID-19 mitigation and
education. The city's COVID-19 response team were so impressed with
Meharry's operation of the campus site that they placed Meharry over the
operation of all three testing sites.  In essence, Meharry pivoted from the
disaster relief efforts to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. Our students,
clinical faculty and staff were disheartened that we had to refocus, bringing
all our strengths and resources to bear on the COVID-19 pandemic,
ramping up a comprehensive response aimed at mitigating immediate
consequences, containing the pandemic's scale, and building for a more
prepared future.
 
We at Meharry commend the CFMT's quick response to the tornado
disaster. In addition to dealing with the immediate trauma and damage
caused by the tornado, many victims find themselves in severe financial
difficulty long after the disaster is over.  We are grateful for the support of
the CFMT which allowed Meharry to continue its mission by providing aid to
our neighbors who many would not have any place to go if it were not for
CFMT's generosity and knowing how to help a community in crisis.  
CFMT can further support the work of organizations serving disaster
victims by continuing to be responsive and by knowing what and how these
organizations trust, demonstrate, and honor their missions and visions for
themselves and their community. Thank you.

Name of the representative completing
this application:

Enola P. Walton
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