
The Faces of the Opioid 
Crisis 



The opioid epidemic is a national crisis… 





In 2016, more than 63,600 Americans died from drug overdoses. On average, drug overdoses now 
kill 174 Americans per day.1. Due to this surge, overall life expectancy in our country has declined for 
two years in a row. It's the first time this has happened since the 1960s. In fact, drug overdoses are 
now the #1 cause of accidental death in our country. Overdoses kill more Americans than car crashes, 
gun violence, and even breast cancer.2.   In 2017, over 72,000 Americans died. 



This has become a public health crisis… 



The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) affirms that this is the “worst drug 
overdose epidemic in [U.S.] history.” And the problem has grown so severe 
that, in 2014, the CDC added prescription drug overdose prevention to its list 
of top five public health challenges. 3 Illnesses and deaths related to substance 
use disorders are at epidemic levels right now, and it’s quickly getting worse. 





What are the costs to society? 



In 2010, 85% of the U.S. prison population were incarcerated for 
substance related reasons, and more than half of all jail inmates 
are diagnosed with substance use disorders.6,7  
 
In juvenile detention centers, 78% of juveniles were using 
substances before they were incarcerated, and 44% could be 
clinically diagnosed with a substance use disorder.  
 
Unfortunately, the second largest portion of addiction-related 
government funding is directed to the criminal justice system—
rather than investing in better prevention or treatment programs.8 

Addiction contributes to mass incarceration 



     
                           

                                                 

 

That’s the total of health care costs, criminal justice 
costs, and costs associated with lost productivity. We 
are spending billions on stop-gaps, emergency 
treatment, and quick Band-Aid fixes on a deep and 
serious wound. 

Addiction costs exceed $700 Billion annually 



HHow do we get our arms around this? do  



What if we treated addiction like a disease… 



We can save lives, and save money, if we invest in: 
 

Evidence-based prevention 
 

Treatment 
 

Recovery strategies 



Evidence-based prevention 
 

Prevention has worked for many other public 
health problems—smoking, HIV, breast 
cancer.  



 
Treatment: Medication-Assisted Treatment (MAT) 
Research shows that a combination of MAT can successfully treat 
substance use disorder, and for some, can help sustain recovery. We 
aren’t going to arrest our way out of this.  
 
More than 21 million Americans have a substance use disorder. Of 
them, only 1 in 10 receives any treatment at all. For those who do 
receive care, that treatment is rarely based upon proven research. 
Thousands of American families cycle their sons, daughters, and loved 
ones through this broken system, dealing with programs not rooted in 
the science of what is effective treatment for addiction. And as a result, 
far too many of our loved ones are dying needlessly every day. 



Recovery Strategy 
National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), have published 
scientific research that shows addiction is a disease that 
causes physical changes in the brain.  Once treatment 
begins, someone with a substance use disorder can 
move on to manage the disease, just as they would any 
other chronic illness. For substance use disorders, 
disease management can last a lifetime. 



Mothers, daughters, sisters, brothers, sons, husbands, 
nephews, nieces, cousins, friends, loved ones 



One more story - Max 





We are not powerless… 



Count it, lock it, drop it. 



Obtain and carry with you Naxalone/Narcane 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After detoxification, medication may be used to help a person avoid relapse by re-establishing normal brain function and decreasing cravings.7 �Medications that wean the body off a drug slowly, as with nicotine replacement therapy, increase the odds that a patient will continue treatment.8  Currently, medication can be used to treat addictions involving opioids, tobacco, and alcohol, and co-occurring mental health conditions.Additionally, medication can be life-saving for a person who has overdosed on opioids. �Drug overdose is now the leading cause of accidental death in America,9 and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) reports that more than 28,600 Americans overdosed on opioids in 2014.10 Naloxone, sold as brand names Evzio, Narcan Nasal Spray or Narcan Injection, can reverse an opioid overdose by attaching to the brain’s receptors, blocking the effects of the opioid that cause a person to stop breathing, allowing them to breathe normally again.11 Naloxone works within five minutes, and the effects can last for 30 to 90 minutes.12 Naloxone is often used by paramedics and emergency medical workers—but because it’s easy to administer in new formulations, it can be used by nearly anyone to reverse an opioid overdose. As of 2010, bystanders in the US have reversed more than 10,000 opioid overdoses using Naloxone. 13 It should be noted that because Naloxone does not flush the opiate from the system, the risk of overdosing again is high.14 It's very important to seek medical to treatment after an overdose.



Advocate – contact your legislators 
 

Treatment for addiction is highly effective—but only when 
it’s based on proven research. New federal funding for 
addiction treatment must only go to programs that meet 
this standard. Call or email your reps right now and let 

them know how important this is. 





End 
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