
	  

	  
	  

 
BUILDING YOUR ONLINE PORTFOLIO SITE 
 
Choosing the right site for building your online portfolio can be just as 
crucial as what it looks like. As we talked about in the video, it’s not 
necessary to have a designer custom-build a site for you. (You certainly 
can, but make sure that it’s easy for you to upload new samples.) 
 
There are a ton of sites out there right now that let you build a portfolio 
site based on templates, with little-to-no design skill needed. From drag-
and-drop sites to more code-intensive platforms like wordpress.org, 
there’s sure to be one that will meet your exact specifications, wants and 
needs. 
 
To help you decide exactly which one is right for you, we’ve put together 
a list of questions and needs that will allow you to compare between sites. 
This is a big choice, so we recommend you compare at least three. 
 
Some of the top ones we’re aware of are Virb.com, Wix.com, Yola.com, 
IMCreator.com, CarbonMade.com, SquareSpace.com, and WordPress.org. 
(Wordpress.org offers massive amounts of customizability, but it’s also 
not very intuitive. If you really want to go with Wordpress.org, you 
probably want to pick up a book or take an online course.) 
 
 
 



 
 
Site 1: 
How difficult does it seem to be? 
What kind of technical support does it offer? 
Does it have a tutorial? 
How easy does it look to upload new samples? 
How prominent can the gallery/portfolio be on the completed site? 
Can the completed site have a place for a bio? 
Can it have a dedicated URL? 
The names of template(s) you like: 
Cost: 
 
Site 2: 
How difficult does it seem to be? 
What kind of technical support does it offer? 
Does it have a tutorial? 
How easy does it look to upload new samples? 
How prominent can the gallery/portfolio be on the completed site? 
Can the completed site have a place for a bio? 
Can it have a dedicated URL? 
The names of template(s) you like: 
Cost: 
 
Site 3: 
How difficult does it seem to be? 
What kind of technical support does it offer? 
Does it have a tutorial? 
How easy does it look to upload new samples? 
How prominent can the gallery/portfolio be on the completed site? 
Can the completed site have a place for a bio? 
Can it have a dedicated URL? 
The names of template(s) you like: 
Cost: 



 
 
 
Now, make your choice! 
 
A note about URLs: Many people like to use their first name and last 
name as a URL. If you have a relatively easy to spell name, that’s a good 
idea. If, though, your name is more challenging (like Nicki Krawczyk, for 
example), you may want to use another, easier to spell URL. You can 
always purchase your name URL and redirect it to your other one. 
 
As you begin designing your site, keep in mind you’ll need to make sure 
you have a place for each of these: 

• Gallery of your work/portfolio 
• Bio 
• Contact information 
• Picture(s) of you 
• Testimonials 

 
Even if you don’t have testimonials yet, you’ll want to plan now for when 
you have them later. And, even if putting a photo of yourself on your site 
makes you uncomfortable, I strongly suggest you consider it; people like 
to put a face to a name and a portfolio. 


