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November 21, 2014

WHAT: A Special Meeting of Charleston Atlantic
Presbytery

WHEN: Tuesday, December 9, 2014; 10:00 AM
WHERE: Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1157 Sam

Rittenberg Boulevard, Charleston, SC 29407

Dear Commissioners:

At the request of the Committee on Ministry, the Moderator has called a
Special Meeting of CAP in accordance with G-3.0304 to be held
Tuesday, December 9, 2014; 10:00 AM at Westminster Presbyterian
Church, 1157 Sam Rittenberg Boulevard, Charleston, SC
(www.westminstercharleston.org). The purpose of the meeting is to
conduct the following business indicated on the docket below:

Docket

 Call to Order and Opening Worship – Moderator, Danny Massie (TE)
(Candidate Noah Chase Kennedy to preach as part of his
examination for Ordination).

2. Committee on Ministry Report and Recommendations: That COM
proceed with the following examinations:

 Stephen E. Graves (TE), Pastor elect for First Presbyterian
Church, Orangeburg.

 Noah C Kennedy, Candidate for Ordination with a call to serve
in a validated ministry with the Union Church of Manila, in the
Philippines; one of the International Congregations founded by
Presbyterian and Methodist Missionaries in 1914.
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 Saunda Thomas (TE) to serve as part-time stated supply at Estill PC, and seeking
membership in CAP

 Michael Bush (TE) to serve as short-term bridge interim for First PC, Orangeburg

 Steve Thomas (TE) Honorably Retired member of Cayuga-Syracuse Presbytery
seeking membership in CAP.

3. That Stephen Graves, Saunda Thomas, and Steve Thomas be received into membership of
CAP; and that Noah Kennedy be ordained and granted permission to labor outside the bounds of
CAP for the purpose of serving in a validated ministry with the Union Church of Manila,
Philippines.

4. That the following terms of call be approved.
 Stephen Graves

5. That CAP approve a Commission to ordain Noah Kennedy on Sunday afternoon, December 14,
2014.

6. Report of the Nominating Committee – Doug Fletcher (TE), Chair

7. Nominees recommended for the Cane Bay Commission

8. Closing Prayer and Benediction



Faith Journey

Stephen E. Graves

October 23, 2014

As far back as I can remember, I was always at church. I loved Sunday School, worship, choir, youth 

group, and church suppers. I would even get up early with my Dad, the Pastor, and help him open the 

church and turn on the heat. I didn't want to miss anything.

Early in my high school years I discovered that many of my friends had doubts and uncertainties about 

Christianity. I remember lying in the grass until two or three in the morning at Posie Fischer's house 

with my friends, talking about faith and belief. Most of them thought that if they had any doubts or 

questions at all they were disqualified from being Christian. I didn't have answers to many of their 

questions, but I kept reminding them that there were Bible characters and church leaders who had 

struggled with doubts and questions, and that bringing our questions to God honestly could strengthen 

our faith. After a while, we had many kids joining us, and our church youth group swelled. I began to 

feel called to the ministry, and I decided that I would attend Seminary after college. I trusted that Christ

would either validate my call along the way, or he would steer me in another direction if he so chose.

My first formal Christian position was when I was hired to be our church Youth Director at the age of 

17. I still have my youth newsletters from then, and I'm always struck when I read them by the stark 

contrast between my passion and my maturity! Later I served as the Youth Director of churches in St. 

Petersburg, FL, and in California. I believe in providing young people an environment within which to 

express their faith and share their gifts, and they have always seemed to respond positively.

I loved my years at San Francisco Seminary, and I served churches as a Youth Director or a Seminary 

Intern all four years. My faith journey had largely been relational up to that point, and the 

intellectual/academic rigors of seminary engaged me deeply. I loved the debates and the questions, and 

I felt the call of Christ more strongly each week, month, semester, and year.

I was graduated in June of 1979, and was ordained in July as Associate Pastor of the Ormond Beach 

Presbyterian Church in Florida. After three years of wonderful ministry learning from my Senior Pastor

and the other incredible area Presbyterian pastors, Christ led me to accept a call to be Pastor of St. 

Cloud Presbyterian Church. I never realized I would serve this church for 32 years. 

The highlights of my faith journey have included three overwhelming transcendent experiences:

• I was a Peace Observer in Nicaragua with a small group of American Christians in the early 

1980s. During our monitoring of the Sandinista/Contra war in the desolate rural areas of the 

country, we found ourselves worshiping in the pitch dark with a small base Christian 

community. They welcomed us, and we spread out among them. They spoke no English and

we spoke no Spanish. After about an hour they insisted that we teach them one of our songs.

From nowhere, a guitar appeared in my lap. I started to sing “They Will Know We Are 

Christians By Our Love,” and the others in our group joined in. As we sang, our translator 



called out to the people the meaning of our song. They began to sing with us—expressing 

those same sentiments in Spanish. It didn't matter if anything rhymed, or if they got the tune

completely right—it was amazing. We all began to hug and cry and the Holy Spirit just took

hold of all of us. We sang for probably an hour, repeating the verses over and over. We were 

outside of time, space, language, and culture. It was pure holy worship with precious 

brothers and sisters.

• I have been to Israel many times. I love and cherish the Holy Land. A few years ago, I was 

able to spend a month there as a Rotary Group Study Exchange leader, and it was the 

experience of a lifetime. Our Rotarian friends in Israel arranged for us to visit the Garden 

Tomb before it was open that day to the public. One of my teammates was a young Lutheran

pastor, and we entered the tomb together. Both of us were almost immediately filled with a 

deep sense of the presence of Jesus Christ, and we fell to our knees. I have never before or 

after felt such a powerful and confirming outpouring of unconditional love—and it was a 

personal communicating love that, without words, shouted the name of Jesus.

• A worship experience to cherish was the Easter Sunrise Service this year (2014.) Our church

owns a new property with a magnificent oak tree, around which we celebrate the “Rising of 

the Son” huddled in folding chairs and blankets. We partner with another Presbyterian 

church and we invite the community. This year, the community turned out as never before, 

and the entire morning was overflowing with blessings. As I preached, the Holy Spirit 

worked through me powerfully and dramatically, and the musicians and other pastor felt 

greatly inspired as well. Afterward, I learned that there were many present whom had not 

attended a Christian worship service in years if not decades. Through prayer and positive 

Christian witness, burdens were lifted, several made decisions for Christ, and hope and 

healing were in abundance. 

My passion for ministry has not waned, and Jesus Christ continues to affirm and confirm my call to 

serve as a Minister of Word and Sacrament. I believe that the most exhilarating challenges and the most

rewarding  experiences are yet to come.



Faith Statement
Stephen E. Graves
October 22, 2014

I believe in one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

My faith is centered on the Word. I came to faith by the Word, and my faith is characterized by a 
devotion to and a passion for the Word. I have not lost the thrill of knowing that the Word was there 
before time began, and that all of creation—including mine—was formed through the Word. That the 
Word became flesh is Good News and more—it is the central point of all that is, was, and will be.

• The words with which God created the heavens and the earth, and the Word that was the 
vehicle and the imagination of that creation.

• The word-become-flesh, even Jesus Christ, fully God and fully human. He is the 
embodiment of the new covenant, and our Savior and Redeemer.

• The words with which Jesus promised us the Comforter—the presence and sustenance of 
God with us.

• The word of God we know and experience through the Holy Bible—the standard for our 
faith and practice. 

I trust in the twin pillars of the Reformation: Justification and Sanctification.

• Our Lord and Savior suffered and died for me. The one born from above bridged the gap 
between man and God, so that—though I am a sinner—by faith, confession, and repentance,
I am forgiven and saved.

• Though I will never merit the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, I strive gladly to 
respond to his love and forgiveness by bearing fruit and serving his holy name. 

I cherish the confessions of the church as subordinate but edifying witnesses to the good news.

I trust in a Sovereign God, I revel in a personal relationship with my Lord and Savior, and I rejoice in 

the blessings of the Spirit. I exult in the beautiful example we know in and through our triune God of 

what relationships can be when shaped by love.

I confess myself a sinner fallen short of the glory of God, and I offer repentance and seek forgiveness 

by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.

I know that God has a plan and purpose for my life, and I am grateful that my life matters to God. 

Therefore, I will strive boldly to go forth in witness, mission, and love. 



SG terms of call (1) 

Pastoral call 

The First Presbyterian Church of orangeburg, Sc belon9ing to Charleston-Atlantic 
Presbytery, being well satisfied with your qualification for ministry and confident 
that we have been led to you by the Holy spirit as one whose service will be 
profitable to the spiritual interests of our church 
and fruitful for the Kingdom of our Lord, earnestly and solemnly calls you, Stephen 
Elwood Graves to undertake the office of Installed Pastor of this congregation, 
beginning Feburary 1, 2015, promising you in the discharge of your duty all proper 
support encouragement and allegiance in the Lord. 

That you may be free to devote full-time to the ministry of word and Sacrament among 
us, we promise and obligate ourselves to pay you in regular monthly payments the 
following effective salary and following vouchered expenses: 

Effective salary 

Cash salary: $49,000 

Fair rental value of manse: $0 

Housing Allowance: $20,000 

utilities Allowance: $5,000 

Deferred compensation: $5,000 

Other allowances: $0 

Total: $79,000 

Reimbursable expenses (by voucher) 

Automobile expense: $5,000 

Business/professional expenses: $1,800 

SECA Supplement (up to 50%): $0 
continuing Education: $2,200 

PCUSA Retirement match: $5000 

Moving Costs (up to): Actual 

Full medical, pension, disability, and death benefit coverage under the Board of 
Pensions 

Paid Vacation: one month 
Paid Continuing Education: Two weeks 

we further promise and obligate ourselves to review with you annually the adequacy 
of this compensation. 

In testimony whereof we have subscribed our names this 	day of 	  
20 	. 
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SG terms of call (1) 

     

Having moderated the congregational meeting which extended this call for ministerial 
services, I do certify that the call has been made in all respect according to the 
presbytery policy and the Form of Government, and that the persons who signed the 
foregoing call were authorized to do so by vote of the congregation. 

Vote of the congregation at the meeting was 	 in favor of the candidate and 
	opposed. 

(signed) 	  

moderator of the meeting 

Certification of Call 

A. Action by Presbytery of call 

1. The Presbytery of 	  has reviewed and approved this call. 

Date of action 	  (signed) 	  

Stated Clerk or Authorized signer 

B. Action by the Minister's/Candidate's Presbytery 

1. The Presbytery of 	  finds it expedient (not expedient) 
to release 
	  to accept this call. 

Date of action 	  (Signed) 	  

Stated clerk or Authorized signer 

C. Acceptance of the Call 

This is to certify that I have received and accepted the call. 
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SG terms of call (1) 

Date of action 	  (signed) 	  

Minister 

Complete and sign four original copies. when all parties have signed, an original 
copy goes to 1) the minister, 2) the calling church, 3) the presbytery of call and 
4) the minister's presbytery of membership/care. 
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God, who created, continues to create as an act of love.  God’s love for all of creation is 

steadfast and God acts freely as the almighty power of creation.  We are created in God’s image 

and called by God to reflect both God’s nature and God’s care of creation.  God’s love allows us 

to make choices.  Our choices reflect our disobedience, our inability to establish right-

relationships, and reflect fully our Creator’s care and nurture. 

Scripture reveals God acting among us.  The God of steadfast love has called women and men 

throughout human history.  Called by God, Abraham was asked to leave the familiar and 

journey into the unknown.  Jacob wrestled with and was blessed by God.  God elected, inspired, 

enthroned and forgave King David.  God called a maid to bear the Son, and her cousin to bear a 

prophet to the Son.  These stories are our stories.  God wrestles with us in our fear and sends us 

soaring in praise and wonder that despite our inability to transcend self-centeredness, God 

remains steadfast, renewing and strengthening us. 

In Jesus Christ we meet God among us, living as we were meant to live.  We killed the man 

Jesus who wept and laughed as we do, but who lived with his whole being in trust with God and 

love of neighbor.  We wanted justice through prestige, not humility.  The righteousness of God 

revealed in Jesus jeopardized our ladders of power.  Jesus’ crucifixion provides a beginning, for 

in Christ’s resurrection, God retrieves us for love.  We can live in Christ, being shaped by Christ, 

changing attitudes and behaviors that destroy the community of God’s children. 

God moves in, among and through us by the grace of God’s Holy Spirit.  The Spirit leads us into 

relationship with Christ.  In Christ we find ourselves accepted and called to accept others; we 

find ourselves heard and called to hear others.  It is the Holy Spirit who inspires and empowers 

us. 

The Church is the Body of Christ formed by the work of the Holy Spirit.  The Church hears God 

speaking, coaxing us into loving obedience and charging us to work toward establishment of 

harmony and fairness on earth.  The Holy Spirit holds and renews the Church in the sacraments, 

which are the signs of God’s love for us.  Baptism affirms God’s acceptance of us and initiates 

our bonding into the body and work of believing people.  Sharing the bread broken and the cup 

poured out in the joyful feast of the Lord feeds our souls with the mercy of God given to us in 

Jesus Christ.  Uplifted and renewed, we go forth to live as disciples of Jesus; obedient to God’s 

call to journey into the unknown, wrestling with our fears, and singing praises at the wonder of 

God’s love. 



An Unexpected Adventure

Steven R. Thomas, Jr. D. Min.

I do remember when it was very easy to condense my faith journey into one page. It is a little
more difficult after so many years of service. Let me sum up these many years into one simple
phrase. My ministry has been an “unexpected adventure.” Kind of like, “Bilbo Baggins walking
out the front door”. (I’m a Tolkien freak as well.)

I was raised a Southern Baptist in an ecumenical military chapel environment. (My Father was a
career Air Force NCO.) I did not become Presbyterian until the baptism of my first daughter in
1970.

Following eight years of service in the Air Force and Naval Aviation, I entered UTS in Virginia
to “explore the possibility” of a call to ministry. After completing an in sequence D. Min, I was
ordained a teaching Elder in 1978 by the Presbytery of Wilmington of the Presbyterian Church
(US).

My ordained service with the church can be divided easily into three phases:

Phase one was as a solo pastor in a two church field outside Wilmington, North Carolina;
followed by another solo pastorate in Dunbar, West Virginia. While in West Virginia I also
served as a Crises Response Chaplain for St. Frances Hospital. In 1984 I accepted a direct
commission in the Air Force Chaplain Corp and was assigned to the West Virginia ANG.

Phase two begins in 1987 when I became an Intentional Interim Ministry Specialist. In this
capacity I served three churches in Nebraska and New York. In Nebraska, I also married a
beautiful associate pastor who wormed her way into my heart and still is the love of my life.
While in New York I also served the Presbytery of Genesee Valley as its Interim Executive.
Following a heart attack in 1998 while serving the presbytery, we served churches in Iowa and
Michigan.

The last phase of my ministry begins with the completion of my last interim at the Memorial
Presbyterian Church in Midland, Michigan in September of 2003. I followed Saunda (Interim
jargon meaning, she had a call and I didn’t.) back to New York, where the Presbytery asked me
to do a designated pastorate with one of their conflicted churches, the First Presbyterian Church
of Cazenovia, New York. After about fifteen months with them, I did what I swore I would
never do. I accepted their call to be installed as their pastor. I have spent the last decade with
them and miss them tremendously.

I guess I am really in a fourth phase, sorry. The Presbytery of Cayuga Syracuse designated me
Honorably Retired effective October 1, 2014. Saunda & I live on Lady’s Island outside of
Beaufort. We Love it and our new home!

Thank you for considering my request to move my membership to the Presbytery of Charleston
Atlantic.



Spiritual Journey 
Michael D. Bush 

 
My first four years were spent in the manse of a Presbyterian yoked parish in western 
Kansas, where my father baptized me as an infant, and the second four in northwestern 
Missouri where my father administered an ecumenical organization. Another such call 
took our family to Lexington, Kentucky, where I grew to adulthood in the life of Second 
Presbyterian Church. I was confirmed there in 1976 and endorsed for the ministry by that 
Session ten years later. (It is of no real significance, but I do take a little pleasure in 
remembering that about a century earlier B.B. Warfield of Princeton Seminary also 
passed these milestones in the life of that church.) 
 
In 1986 Janellyn Chaney and I were married. The following year I graduated from the 
University of Kentucky and we moved to Richmond, Virginia for seminary. Following 
graduation from Union in 1990, we went to New Haven, Connecticut for the S.T.M. 
degree at Yale Divinity School. Then we returned to Richmond, where I was called to a 
first pastorate at Trinity Presbyterian Church. Our children were born during this second 
period in Richmond. After a bit over three years, I returned to school as a Ph.D. student 
in history of doctrine at Princeton Seminary. During my residency at Princeton I served 
two congregations as interim pastor.  
 
Upon completing comprehensive exams I returned to the pastorate, and wrote a 
dissertation on the Christology of Jonathan Edwards in that context, receiving the degree 
in 2003.  
 
In 2004 I was called to the faculty of Erskine Theological Seminary teaching worship and 
preaching, as well as a few theology seminars. After two years of thriving in that call, a 
theological shift to the right in the host denomination turned it into what might best be 
described as a sanctifying experience.  
 
In 2011 I accepted a position developing resources and opportunities for Presbyterian 
students at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. As that project was winding down, I 
recommitted to pastoral ministry, a transition that for the time being has taken the form of 
interim ministry. 



Report of the Nominating Committee
for Called Meeting ‐ December 9, 2014

TE:  Teaching Elder RE:  Ruling Elder CE:  Christian Educator L:  Laity

Coordinating Committee

Class of 2017

Robert "Bobby" Byrd RE W M 2

Committee On Preparation

Class of 2017

Celia Price RE B F 2

Kay Keeler RE W F 1

Dee Bee Wright RE W F 1

Congregational Development Ministry Unit

Class of 2017

Art Gatewood  TE W M 1

Isaac Moore  TE B M 2

James Parlor  RE B M 2

Mary Robinson  Laity W F 1

Nurture Unit

Class of 2017

Tamera Gourdine RE B F 1

Mamie Mack RE B F 1

Sam Martin TE W M 1

The following members are nominated for the various positions and                                                                                  

are recommended by the Nominating Committee for approval by Presbytery.



Church and Society Unit

Class of 2017

Theresa Pinckney RE B F 2

Dr. Everard Rutledge Laity B M 1

Chalmers Mikell RE W M 2

Spike Coleman  TE W M 2

Heather Doss  TE W F 2

Cameron Smith TE W F 1

Committee on Representation

Class of 2017

Nancy Butler  RE B F 2

Committee on Ministry

Class of 2017

William Holmes RE B M 1

Janis Blocker RE W F 1

Dorothy Blackwelder  TE W F 1

Robert Capers TE B M 2

Mary B. Porter RE B F 1

Leadership Development Unit

Class of 2017

Chris Benek TE W M 2

Clark Scalera TE W M 1

Nominating Committee

Class of 2017

Finance Committee

Class of 2017

Kent Grimes RE W M 2

Cane Bay Commission ‐ recommendations from New Church Development



Congregational Development Ministry Unit Report
Called Meeting; December 9, 2014

The CDMU of CAP makes the following two recommendations for approval:

1. That the following nominees be elected to serve on the Cane Bay Commission as the
search for an organizing pastor continues. Bios are attached.

 TE, Isaac Moore, Jr.

 RE, John Beltz

 Corynn Gantley, Deacon

 TE, Tom Herrington

 RE, John Loesch

2. That CAP grant permission to Palmetto Presbyterian Church to refinance their $2.5
million loan currently held by Wells Fargo with Bank of North Carolina (BNC).

Respectfully submitted,
Harriett Seabrook
Mike Fitze



Bio-sketches of Cane Bay Commission Nominees

John Beltz is a resident of the Del Webb community of Cane Bay. He is a ruling elder
and served numerous terms on the sessions of former churches including as clerk. He
has also served as church treasurer. His previous presbytery involvement has included
serving on the Committee on Ministry and as the COM’s liaison on three pastor
nominating committees. John is currently a member of the Presbytery’s Congregational
Development Unit.

Corynn Ganley is a resident of the Del Webb community of Cane Bay. She has
previously served as a Deacon. She also served on the pastoral nominating committee
of her previous Presbyterian Church.

Rev. Tom Herrington is a Teaching Elder and Associate Minister for Pastoral Care at
the Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church. Tom has over 36 years of experience as an
ordained pastor, serving congregations ranging in size from 80 to 3500. He has an MA
in Counseling with emphasis on building healthy relationships. He grew up in a NCD
that was at one point the fastest growing church in the PCUS. He represents MPPC's
continuing commitment to establishing new and healthy congregations focused in living
out the Gospel.

John Loesch is a resident of the Del Webb community of Cane Bay. As a member of
the Mt. Pleasant Presbyterian Church he became an active participant in and charter
member of the newly developing Palmetto Presbyterian Church. He served as member
of the initial session of that new congregation.

Rev. Isaac Moore is an Honorably Retired Teaching Elder and serves as Stated Supply
for St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, Johns Island. He retired from the military as a
Captain in the Air Force in October of 1991. He attended Johnson C. Smith Seminary in
Atlanta GA from 1992 to 1995 where he received his Masters of Divinity Degree. After
graduation, he worked in the school system in Dorchester and Berkeley Counties. In
November of 1997, he was called to become the Pastor of Dulatown Presbyterian
Church in Lenoir, NC. He served in this position until July of 2005. He then returned to
South Carolina and served as a “substitute” pastor until he was called to become the
Supply Pastor at St. Andrews.

He is currently married to the former Barbara Cochran and they have four (4) children
(Darrin, Tiffany, Tomeka and Tonya) and 9 grandchildren. He is interested in watching
golf and playing with his guitar. Most of his time is spent either at the church or at home
with his children and grandchildren.


