
In late 2008, Sasha’s once profitable business came to 
a crashing halt when the financial crisis hit Ukraine. 

By 2010, he had a wife and son to support. A diligent 
and hardworking young man, Sasha sought and took 
whatever jobs he could find, but work was often scarce 
and wages were low. He dreamed of raising flowers in a 
greenhouse but lacked the finances to begin. Sasha and 
his wife Taisa made it a matter of prayer. 

In 2011, the couple’s prayers were answered when 
they found out about the CAM Family-Self-Support 
program. They inquired about the program and im-
mediately filled out an application. By July, they had 
been approved to receive $4,000 and with hearts full of 
thankfulness and joy began to work together to build 
their greenhouse. Sasha designed and welded an effec-
tive woodstove to heat the greenhouse. In September, 
they began to plant their first round of flowers and 
worked on it through the fall and winter. By March 
2012, they had already made some profit.

Sasha and Taisa say, “We have seen God’s blessing all 
the way through, and we see clearly that God has not 
left us. Today we cannot thank God enough and those 
who sacrificed to make this possible.”
If you would like to help provide self-help resources for families in 
Ukraine, Romania, and other countries, please note Family-Self-
Support on the enclosed response coupon or sponsorship sheet. 

Family-Self-Support

Medicines-for-Multitudes
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Sasha and Taisa’s dreams 
are fulfilled through  
Family-Self-Support.

Anita  
Hershberger 
examines a 

patient.

In a rural area of Dominican Republic, the Blue Ridge 
Medical and Dental Clinic stands as a haven of love 

to those in need. While the clinic staff sees an estimat-
ed 350 patients a month, they also make a fair amount 
of house calls. Anita Hershberger, an LPN at the clin-
ic, says there are many needs in the area. Most of the 
people cannot afford to buy medicines, which results in 
disease, sickness, and other health issues. 

At the clinic, patients receive loving care and free or 
low-priced medicines. The free medicines come from 
a monthly supply CAM provides through the Medi-
cines-for-Multitudes program, including blood pres-
sure pills, parasite meds, antibiotics, and diabetes pills, 
as well as sutures, bandages, and other supplies. Do-
nated medicines are a special blessing to patients who 
need ongoing care.
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Elizabeth of Shipintsi, Ukraine, can read three languages: Rus-
sian, Ukrainian, and Romanian. But for most of her life, she had 
no Bible to read. In this photo, Elizabeth is delighted to receive 
her first Bible, thanks to generous supporters of CAM’s Bibles-
for-the-World program. Through this program, Elizabeth and 
many other people around the world have the opportunity to 
receive and read their own copy of the Word of God in their 
own language. Millions of believers are still waiting for their 
first Bible. Will you help them receive one? 

sus, the Great Physician. 
Anita tells about an emergency she was called to one eve-

ning: I came outside to find a man severely bitten on the lip 
by another man, because of a fight over money. I took the man 
inside the clinic where I had better lighting and found the lip 
open like a flower. I wondered, “Can I do this?” I finally de-
cided to recruit a helper and tackle the task. It was like sewing 
together a piece of sliced beef. I often called on the Lord for 

help and strength. The surgery took around two and a half 
hours, but praise the Lord, He did His work 

and gave His amazing healing once 
again! after two weeks there was 

only a thin white scar.
Pray for us, that we would 

have wisdom to use these 
medicines and supplies 
wisely, and show the love of 
Christ each moment.

Would you like to help pro-
vide medicines and medi-

cal supplies for needy people 
in Dominican Republic and other 

countries? Every $1 donated to the Med-
icines-for-Multitudes program allows CAM to ship 
$75 worth of medicines to clinics, church pharmacies, 
Christian doctors, and other medical outlets. Here are 
two ways you can help:

Monthly sponsorship: To help provide medicines 
on a monthly basis, see Medicines-for-Multitudes on the 
enclosed sponsorship sheet.

One-time donation: Note Medicines-for-Multitudes 
on the enclosed response coupon.

To provide Bibles and Christian literature, note Bibles-for-the-World on the 
enclosed response coupon or sponsorship sheet.

Staff members often feel the 
need for God’s divine power 
as they offer prayer and 
counsel for patients. One 
woman came to the clinic 
crying, “Take my life!” Not 
wanting to live anymore, 
she tried throwing herself 
off the table and was very 
restless. We knew we could 
not leave her by herself, relates 
Anita. We spoke words of comfort 
and prayed with her, soon discovering 
she had been drinking the night before. We 
counseled with her for a while, and the 
woman said she wants to accept Christ into 
her life. But she has not yet broken loose from 
her drinking habit. Pray for this woman that she 
would let God take control of her life. 

More than 250 other medical outlets in various countries 
receive regular medicine supplies from CAM. Thanks to 
generous companies that donate medicines, and support-
ers who provide shipping funds, needy people in Romania, 
Haiti, and other countries find relief in times of suffering. 
Most important, they are introduced to the kindness of Je-
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Clinic staff 
members pre-
pare medicine 

prescriptions for 
patients.

Bibles-for-the-World



I am Donya from the village of Stavie, Ukraine. I live with 
my mama and a “live-in” stepfather whom I call Tato. My 

birth father took his life by hanging himself, but I do not 
remember that. My mama and tato do not know 
Jesus and drink a lot of alcohol. I hate seeing 
my tato hit my mama when he is drunk. 

Our house has only two rooms and no 
running water, so we go to the neighbor’s 
house for water and then heat it for baths 
and laundry. In the winter, I help cut wood 
for our stove so we can stay warm. Ukrai-
nian winters can be very cold and hard, just 
like the hearts of the people I live with. 

Tato works long hours and sometimes 
doesn’t come home until morning. Mama 
works at a produce farm. I spend a lot of time at my 
grandma’s house. I call my grandma Baba. We celebrate 
our birthdays at Baba’s house. In my family, there is not 
much love, so these birthdays are special occasions for 

me. On my last birthday, I turned eight years old.
I like going to school. Mama and Tato leave the house 

around seven o’ clock in the morning and then I get 
dressed, and an hour later, lock up the house and leave 
for school. I am in second grade and my teacher’s name 

is Ludmilla. At lunchtime, we eat the traditional 
Ukrainian meal of borscht and bread. After 

school, you can find me riding bike, play-
ing with my only toy truck, or maybe 
engrossed in a game of soccer with my 
friends. I also like to play with my big 
dog Shaddick (balloon). 

When Mama lets me, I attend the 
Mennonite church in our village. My 

favorite song in Sunday school is “In My 
Heart There Rings a Melody.”
I don’t know what will become of our 

family. Will Mama and Tato stop drinking? 
Will they notice the lack of love in our family? Do 

they see their need of God? Please pray that my family 
will turn to God and that I will serve God as I grow older.

—by Sheila Miller, Zapruddya, Ukraine

Approval to proceed with 
the Reapers of Hope food 

drying project seems to be in 
the near future. Of course, unfore-
seen things can still arise. 

Recently the committee has been working on surveys, 
meeting with engineers, and completing applications as 
requested by the municipality. In the coming months 
we anticipate being able to use donations, volunteers, 
and other services you can provide, as well as financial 
contributions. 

Committee chairman John Martin will schedule the 

building project. If you can contribute to this project with 
services or by volunteering, please contact John at 519-
335-6043 or 519-767-8027.

Reapers of Hope 
Update

Food Drying Project

If you would like to help make this project possible by giving financial-
ly, see Food Drying Project on the enclosed response coupon. Thank 
you for your continued prayers for this project.

Mark your calendars for 2012 
CaM Open House!
This year the CAM Open House will be held on 
Friday, November 2, and Saturday, November 3. 
Slides will be shown on both Friday and Saturday 
evenings, and a daytime session of field reports will 
be held on Saturday. 

Donya



Christian Aid Ministries 
of Waterloo

Staff and Board of Directors

To send a donation, please use the enclosed response coupon or sponsorship sheet, 
or mail your donation to address on the front page of this newsletter. Contributions 
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In 1990, right after communism fell, we stood in the 
Siret, Romania, orphanage watching hundreds of chil-

dren who were hungry, fearful, and cold. God birthed 
into our hearts a vision to start an orphanage in Romania 
where children feel loved and grow up un-
der good moral and spiritual teaching. 
Having a father and mother figure 
in their lives would bring security 
and consequently prepare them 
for the future.

Two years later, that vision 
from God became reality as 
the Nathaniel Christian Or-
phanage opened its doors and 
eventually welcomed fifty-sev-
en small children. Some came 
from the streets, one was found in 
a field, and others came from broken 
homes. They came with fear, distrust, 
and deep pain that took years to heal. Much 
love, teaching, discipline, tears, and prayers were invested 
into these lives by four sets of foster parents as the chil-
dren grew from childhood to adulthood. We faced legal 
and spiritual battles and watched as God intervened again 
and again on behalf of the orphans. 

When the first children turned eighteen years old, they 
could legally leave the orphanage, which the Child Protec-
tion Agency (CPA) encouraged them to do. We then started 
a Phase II plan where we took the youth into family settings 
where an American couple (father and mother) cared for 
them and continued vocational training to prepare them to 
provide for themselves in life.

It is now twenty years later, and almost all of the children 
are on their own. Some are walking with God, others have 
chosen wrong paths, but the Biblical teachings and care are 
noticeably rooted and woven into their lives. 

In 2010, the orphanage closed its doors. The orphanage and 
farm complex was sold in January 2012 to the Kwasizabantu 
Mission based in South Africa and Switzerland. This mission 
is continuing the farm, bakery, and store operation and has 
hired some of the young men from the Nathaniel Orphanage. 

Here is the current status of the children: 4 are in Phase 

II, 4 are living with other Christian families but support-
ed by CAM, 18 are married, 1 is on the mission field; 26 
live in Romania, 28 in England, and 3 in the U.S. 

Common questions and answers:
1. Why did CaM not bring more small children into the or-

phanage as the older ones turned 18 years old and moved 
into Phase II and then left for life on their own? The CPA 
in Romania had become very difficult to work with and 
was demanding child’s rights that compromised sound 
Biblical child training and discipline; we could not con-

scientiously accommodate those demands. Then 
with Romania joining the European Union, the 

country focused on shutting down orphanages 
and moving in the direction of foster care. Be-
cause of the changing environment and diffi-
culties this shift created, we felt it wise to not 
take any new children.

2. What will become of the orphanage facility? 
The Kwasizabantu Mission that bought the or-

phanage facility does not have definite plans yet 
on what they will do with the facility.

3. Why didn’t you keep operating the farm, bakery, 
and store as a business venture? CAM’s mission is not 
to operate businesses that don’t have a direct mission 
purpose. The farm and economic sector had a mission 
to help train the children in animal husbandry, tillage of 
land, crop management and harvesting, business man-
agement, and developing good work ethics. Now since 
most of the children are not on the farm anymore, it 
seemed best to sell the operation to another mission 
that uses business as one of their mission projects.

—Paul Weaver, CAM assistant director
Although we no longer own and operate the Nathaniel Farm, 
CAM’s Milk-for-Many-Mouths program continues to supply 
fresh, free milk to needy orphanages, hospitals, and families 
in the area, through an arrangement with the new owners. 

May God bless you for your generous support of the 
orphanage through its years of operation, and for your 
prayers and concern for the children. 

If you would like to provide fresh, free milk for needy people 
in Suceava, Romania, please note Milk-for-Many-Mouths on 
the enclosed response coupon or sponsorship sheet. $3 pro-
vides one gallon of milk. 


